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INTRODUCTION 


HEN the Author of Pietas Oxonienſis 

took his temporary leave of me, in his 
Finiſhing Stroke, he recommended to the pub- 
lic the book which I am going to anſwer. His 
recommendation runs thus : ** whoſoever will 
& conſult the Rev. Mr. Toplady's laſt publicati- 
<< on, intitled More Work for Mr. F. Weſley, 
« ſor, A Vindication of the Decrees, &c. | will 
there find a full anſwer to all thoſe cavils 
«© which Papiſts, Socinians, Pelagians, Armi- 
„ nians, and Perfectioniſts bring againſt thoſe 
<< doctrines commonly called Calviniſt, as if 
they tended to promote. licentiouſneſs, or to 
* make God cruel, unjuſt, and unmerciful, and 
© will ſee every one of their objections retorted 
upon themſelves in a molt maſterly manner.” 
Fin. Stroke, page 33. Soon after Mr, Hill had 
thus extolled Mr. Toplady's performance, I 
was informed that many of the Calviniſts faid, 
that it was an unanſwerable defence of their 
doctrines. This raiſed in me a defire to judge 
for myſelf; and when I had ſent for, and read 
this admired book, I was ſo far from being of 
Mr. Hill's ſentiment, that I promiſed my readers 
to demonſtrate, from that very book, the incon- 
cluſiveneſs of the ſtrongeſt arguments, by. which 
Calviniſm is ſupported. Mr. Hill, by unexpect- 
edly entering the liſts again, cauſed me to delay 
the fulfilling of my promiſe, But having now 
| " = 3M completed: 
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completed my anſwer to his fiftitious creeds, I 
haſten to complete alſo my Logica Genevenſis. 
Did I write a book entitled Charitas Gene- 
venſis, I might eaſily ſhew from Mr. Toplady's 
performance, that the doctrines of grace [fo 
called] are cloſely connected with the doc- 
<* trines of free wrath.” But if that gentleman, 
in his controverſial heat, has forgotten what he 


owed to Mr. Weſley and to himſelf, this is no 


reaſon why I ſhould forget the title of my book, 
which calls me to point out bad arguments of 
our opponents, and not their 2% humour. If 1 
abfurdly ſpent my time in paſſing a cenſure up- 


on Mr. Toplady's ſpirit, he would with reaſon 


ſay, as he does in the Introduction to his Hiſ- 
toric proof, page 35, After all, what has my 
pride or my humility to do with the argu- 
% ment in hand? whether I am haughty or 
« meek, is of no more conſequence either to 
that, or to the public, than whether I am tall 
« or ſhort.” Beſides, having again and again, 
myſelf, requeſted our opponents not to wire- 
draw the controverſy, by perſonal reflections, 
but to weigh with candour the arguments which 
are offered, I ſhould be inexcuſable if I did not 
fet them the example. Should it be ſaid, that 
Mr. Weſley's character, which Mr, Toplad 
has fo feverely attacked, is at ſtake, and that 
ought purpoſely to ſtand up in his defence: I 
reply, that the perſonal charges which Mr. Top- 
lady interweaves with his arguments, have been 
already fully anſwered* by Mr. Olivers, and 


® See 6 A Leiter to the Rev. Mr. Toplady, by 
Mr. Olivers. 5 
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that theſe charges being chiefly founded upon 
Mr. Toplady's logical miſtakes; they will, of 
their own accord, fall to the ground, as ſoon. as 
the miſtakes on which they reſt ſhall be expoſed. 
If Logica Genevenſis is diſarmed, Charitas Ge- 
ne venſis will not be able to keep the field. If 
goad ſenſe takes the former priſoner, the latter 
will be obliged to ſurrender to good nature. 
Should this be the caſe, how great a bleſſing will 
our controverſy prove to both parties! The 
conquerors ſhall have the glory of vindicating 
truth : and the conquered ſhall have the profit 
of retiring from the field, with their judgments 
better informed, and their tempers better regu- 
lated ! May the God of truth and love grant, 
that if Mr. Toplady has the honour of producing 
the % arguments, L [for one] may have the 
advantage of yielding to them ! To be conquered 
by truth and love, is to prove conqueror over 
our two greateſt enemies, error and /m.. 
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SECTION I. 


Shewing that, upon the calvinian ſcheme, it is an ia- 
dubitable truth, that ſome men ſhall be ſaved bo 
WHAT THEY WILL, till the efficacious decree of 
calvinian election NECESSITATE them to repent 
and be ſaved; and that others ſhall be damn'd bo 
WHAT THEY CAN, till the efficacious decree of cal. 
vinian reprobation NECESSITATE them to draw 
back, and be damned. 


HE doctrinal part of the controverſy between 

Mr. Ve and Mr. Toplaay, may, in a great 
degree, be reduted to this queſtion: if God, from 
all eternity, abſolutely predeſtinated a fixed number 
of men [called ze ele#} to eternal life, and abſo- 
lutely predeſtinated a fixed number of men [called 
the reprobate] to eternal death, does it not wnawoid- 
ably follow, that ** The ele ſhall be ſaved, do what 
*« THEY WILL” ; and that ©* The reprobate ſhall be 
% damm d, DO WHAT THEY CAN?” Mr. Weſley 
thinks that the conſequence is undeniably true: Mr. 
Toplady ſays, that it is abfolutely falſe, and —_ 


122 
Mr. Weſley with “ coining bla/phemons Bropofetions,"? 
yea, with ** hatching blaſphemy, and then fathering it 
& on others,” [page 7, 8,] and, in a note upon the 
word blaſphemous, he ſays, ** This epithet is not too 
« ſtrong. To ſay that any ſhall be ſaved, po waar 
« TUEY WILL; and others damned, DO WHAT THEY 
« CAN, is, in the fr? inſtance, blaſphemy againft 
the HOLINESS - A and, in _— —— 
„ blaſphemy againſt his coopness :” and again, 
P- 3 the latter clauſe of * 
ſequence, viz. **The reprobate ſhall be damm d, do 
« what they can,” he expreſſes himſelf thus: one 

« would imagine, that none but a reprobate could 
ebe capable of advancing a poſition ſo execrably 
« ſhocking. Surely it muſt have coſt even Mer. 
« Weſley much, both of time and pains, to invent 
« the idea, &c. Few men's invention ever ſunk 
«« deeper into the deſpicable, launched wider into the 
«« horrid, and went farther in the prophane. The 
*« ſatanic guilt of the perſon, who could excogitate, 
« and publiſh to the world, a pofition like that, 
« baffles all r of deſcription, and is only to be 
«« exceded (if excedable) by the ſatanic ſhameleſſneſs 
« which dares to lay the black poſition at the door 
of other men. Wet us examine, whether any thing, 
„ occurring in Zanchius, could juſtly furniſh this 
«+ wretched defamer with materials for a deduction 
« fo truly infernal.” Agreeably to theſe Hiritad 
complaints, Mr. Toplady calls his book, not only 
„More Work for Mr. J. Weſley,” but alfo A Vin- 
*« dication of the Decrees and Providence of God, from 
©« the DEFAMATIONS of a late printed paper entitled, 
© The conſequence proved.“ I fide with Mr. Wef- 
ley for the conſequence; guarding it againſt cavils 
by a clauſe, which his love for brevity made him 
think needleſs. And the guarded conſequence, which 
J undertake to defend, runs thus: from the doctrine 
of the abſolute and unconditional predeftination of 
ſome men to eternal life, and of all others to eternal 
1 , death, 


1 
death, it nceſſarily follows, that ſome men fſhall-be 
Javed, DO WHAT. THEY WILL, till the ab/olute and 
efficacious decree of election actually eceſſttate them 
to obey, and be ſaved; and that all the reſt of man- 
kind ſhall be damn'd, po War THEY CAN, till 
the ab/olute and efficacious decree of reprobation ne- 
ce/fitate them to ſin, and be damned. 

An illuſtration will, at once, ſhew the juſtneſs of 
this conſequence to the unprejudiced reader. Fifty 
Aſhes ſport in a muddy pond, where they have re- 
ceived life. The ſkilful and almighty. owner of the 
pond has abſolutely decreed, that ten of theſe fiſhes, 
properly marked with a ſhining mark, called Clection, 
ſhall abſolutely be caught in a certain net, called a 
gojpel-net, on a certain day, called the day of his pows- 
er; and that they ſhall, every one, be caſt into a de- 
lightful river, where he has engaged himſelf, by an 
eternal covenant of particular redemption, to bring 
them without fail. The ſame omnipotent Proprietor 
of the pond has likewiſe abſolutely decreed, that all 
the reſt of the fiſhes, namely Cen which are pro- 
perly diſtinguiſhed by a black mark, called Repro- 

- bation, ſhall never be caught in the goſpel-net; or 
that, if they are intangled in it at any time, they 
ſhall always be drawn out of it, and ſo ſhall neceſ- 
ſarily continue in the muddy pond, till, on a certain 
day, called tbe day of his wrath, he ſhall ſweep the 

zond with a certain net, called a /axv-ner, catch them 
all, and caſt them into a lake of fire and brimſtone, 
where he has engaged himſclf, by an everlaſting co- 
venant of non-redemption, to bring them all with- 
out fail, that they may anſwer the end of their pre- 
deſtination to death, which is to ſhew the goodnefs 
of his law-net, and to deſtroy them for having been 
bred in the muddy pond, and for not having been 
caught in the goſpel-net. The owner of the pond is 
wiſe, as well as powerful. He knows, that, abſo- 

-lutely to ſecure the END to which his fiſhes are abſo- 


Jutely predeſtinated, he muſt. alſo abſolutely ſecure 
Mts 14 , the 
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men, ſuppoſe 
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fore, that none may eſcape their happy, or their un- 
fortunate predeſtination, he keeps night and day his 
hold of them all, by a ſtrong hook, called neceſſity, 
and by an inviſible line, called divine decrees. By 
means of this line and hook it happens, that, if the 
fiſhes, which bear the mark election, are ever ſo loth 
to come into the goſpel-net, or to ſtay therein, they 
are always drawn into it in a day of powerful love ; 
and if the fiſhes which bear the mark of reprobation, 
are, for a time, ever ſo deſirous to wrap themſelves 
in the goſpel-net, they are always drawn out of it 
in a day of powerful wrath. For, though the fiſhes 
feem to ſwim ever ſo freely, yet their motions are all 
abſolutely fixed by the owner of the pond, and de- 
termined by means of the above-mentioned lipe and 
hook. If this is the caſe, ſays Mr. Weſley, zen fiſhes 
ſhall go into the delightful river, let them 4 wha; 
they wwill, let them plunge in the mud of their pond 
ever ſo briſkly, or leap towards the lake of fire ever 
ſo often, while they have any liberty to plunge or to 
_ And all the reſt of the fiſhes, forty in number, 
ſhall go into the lake of fire, let them % what they 
can, let them involve themſelves ever ſo long in the 
goſpel net, and leap ever ſo often towards the fine 
river, before they are abſolutely neceſſitated to go, 
through the mud of their own pond, into the ſul- 
phureous pool. The conſequence is undeniable, 
and I make no doubt but all unprejudiced perſons 


ſee it as well as myſelf; as ſure as two and two make 


four, or, if you pleaſe, as ſure as ten and forty make 
fifty, ſo ſure ten fiſhes ſhall be finally caught in the 
goſpel-net, and forty in the law-net. | 
Should Mr. Toplady ſay, that this is only an il- 
luſtration, I drop it, and roundly aſſert, that if two 
28 — and Ab/alom, are abſolutely 
redeſtinated to eternal life; while two other men 
ſuppoſe Mr. Baxter and Mr. Weſley} are a hte 
predeſtinated to eternal death: the two ele& m_ — 
V 


the MEANS, which conduce to that end: and there- 
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ſaved do what they will, and the two reprobates ſhall 
be damned do wwhat they can. That is, let Solomon 
and Abſalom worſhip the abomination of the Zi- 
donians, and of the Moabites, in ever ſo public a 
-manner; let them, for years, indulge themſelves 
with heatheniſh women collected from all countries: 
if they have a mind, let them. murder their brothers, 
.defile their ſiſters, and imitate the inceſtuous Co- 
rinthian, who took his own father's wife: yet, they 
can never really endanger their finiſhed ſalvation. 
The indelible mark of unconditional election to life is 
upon them: and forcible, victorious grace ſhall, in 
their laſt moments, if not before, draw them irre- 
ſiſtibly and infallibly from iniquity to repentance, 
Death ſhall unavoidably make an end of their in- 
' dwelling in; and to heaven they ſhall unavoidably 
go. On the other hand, let a Baxter, and a Weſley, 
-aſtoniſh the world by their miniſterial labours: let 
them write, ſpeak, and live in ſuch a manner, as to 
ſtem the torrent of iniquity, and turn thouſands to 
;Fighteouſneſs : with St. Paul let them take up their 
eroſs daily, and preach and pray, not only with tears, 
but avrth the demonſiration of the ſpirit and with pow- 
er let unwearied patience, and matchleſs diligence- 
earry them with increaſing fortitude throu all the 
perſecutions, dangers, and trials, which they meet 
with from the men of the world, and from falſe bre- 
thren: let them hold on in this wonderful way to 
their dying day; yet [if the indelible mark of un- 
conditional reprobation to death is upon them] neceſſi- 
tating, victorious wrath, ſhall, in their laſt moments, 
if not before, make them necęſſarilhy turn from 
righteouſneſs, and «nawoidably draw back to perdi- 
tion: ſo ſhall they be fitted for the lake of fire, the 
end to which [if God calviniſtically paſſed them by] 
.they were abſolutely ordained through the predeſti- 

nated medium of remedile/s fin and final a Re, 


This is the true ſtate of the caſe : to ſpend time 
in proving it, would be offering the judicious. reader 
| as 


TJ #7, Pe. 
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3 
as great an inſult, as if I detained him to prove, 
that the north is oppoſed to the /outh. But what does 
Mr. Toplady ſay againſt thts conſequence, «+ if 
« Calviniſm is true, the reprobates ſhall be damned do 
« what they can? He advances the following warm 
argument, 

ARGUMENT I. Page 55, Can Mr. Weſley pro- 
« duce a fingle inſtance of any one man, who did 
« all he could to be ſaved, and yet was loſt? if he 
« can, let him tell us who that man was, where he 
«« lived, when he died, what he did, and how it 
« came to paſs he laboured in vain.—If he cannot, 


ce let him either retract his conſequences, or continue 


ce to be poſted for a ſhameleſs traducer.“ 

I anſwer: (1) To require Mr. Weſley to ſhew a 
man who did all he could, and yet was loſt, is re- 
quiring him to prove that calvinian reprobation is 
true z—a thing this, which he can no more do, than 
he can prove that God is falſe. Mr. Weſley never 
ſaid, that any man was damned after doing his beſt 
to be ſaved: he only ſays, that, if Calvinifm is 
true, the reprobates ſhall all be damned, though they 
ſhould all do their beſt to be ſaved, till the Fi- 
CACIOUs decree of their abſolute reprobation ne- 
ceſſitates them to draw back and be damned. 

(2) As Mr. Toplady's bold requeſt may impoſe 
upon his inattentive readers, I beg leave to point 
out it's abſurdity by a ſhort illuſtration. Mr. Weſ- 
ley ſays, if there is a mountain of 16 it is heavier 
than a handful of feathers, and his conſequence 
paſſes for true in England: but a gentleman, who 
teaches logic in myſtic Geneva, thinks that it is ab- 
ſolutely falſe, and that Mr. Weſley's ©* forehead muſt 
« be petrified, and quite impervious to a bluſh” for ad- 
vancing it. Can Mr, Weſley, ſays he, ſhew us a 
mountain of gold which is really heavier than a 
bandful.of feathers ? If he can, let him tell us what 
mountain it is, where it lies, in what latitude, how 


high it is, and who did ever aſcend to the top of 
| it. 


| 7.3 

t,—Tf he cannot, let him either retract his conſe- 
quences, or continue to be poſted for a fhamele/5 
traducer. « 
Equally concluſive is Mr, Toplady's challenge! 
By ſuch cogent arguments as theſe, thouſands of 
profeſſors are bound to the chariot-wheels of zedern 
orthodoxy, and blindly follow the warm men, who 
drive as furiouſly over a part of the body of ſcrip- 
ture-divinity, as the Son of Nimſhi did over the 
body of curſed Jezebel. 
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SECTION I. 


Calviniſm UPON Ts LEGS, or a FULL wiew of the 
arguments by which Mr. Toplady attempts to recon- 
cile Calviniſm with God's HOLIN ESS: a note upon 
a letter to an Arminian teacher. 


Enſible that C-Ivinifſra can never rank among the 
doctrines of holine/5, if “ the ele ſhall be ſaved 
„ do what they will,” and if the “ reprobate ſhall 
„ be damned do what they can; Mr. Toplady tries 
to throw off, from his doctrines of grace, the deadly 
weight of Mr. Weſley's conſequence. In order to 
this he proves that Calviniim ENSUkEs the boline/s 
of the ele, as the NECESSARY MEANS of their pre- 
d:/tinated ſalvation: but he is too judicious to tell us 
that it ENSURES alſo the wwickedne/5 of the repro- 
bate, as the necgſſary means of their predeſtinated dam- 
ration, To make us in love with his orthodoxy, he 
preſents her to our view with one leg, on which ſhe 
contrives to ſtand, by artfully leaning upon her 
faithful maid Logica Genewen/is. Her other leg is 
prudently kept out of fight, ſo long as the trial 
about her holine/5 laſts. This deſerves explanation. 
The moſt diſtinguiſhing and fundamental doctrines 
of Calviniſm are zo : and therefore they may with 
propriety be called 7he leg, of that doctrinal ſyſtem, 
The fr/ of theſe fundamental doctrines, is the per- 
ſonal, unconditional, abſolute prede/tination, or elec- 
tion of ſome men to eternal life; and the /econd is the 
perſonal, unconditional, abſolute pred:/tination or 
reprobation of ſome men to eternal death. Nor can 
Mr. Toplady find fault with my making his doQrine 
of grace ſtand upon her legs, caluinian election and 
calvinian reprobation : for, ſuppoſing that our church 
ſpeaks in her 17th article of calvinian, abſolute pre- 
B deſtination 
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deſtination to eternal life, he ſays himſelf, in his 


Hiftoric proof, page 574, The PxEDESTINATLON 
** of ſome to LIE, aſſerted in the 17th article, can- 
not be maintained without admitting the REPRO- 
4 BAT1ION *® of ſome others to DEATH, &c. and 

| ; « all 


—— 
— 


— — 


Our opponents are greatly embarraſſed about 
the doctrine of abſolute, unconditional reprobation : 
though in an happy moment, where candor prevailed 
over ſhame, Mr. Toplady ſtood up ſo boldly for cal- 
vinian reprobation : the reader, as he goes on, will 
ſmile, when he ſees the variegated wiſdom, with 
which that gentleman diſguiſes, exculpates, or con- 
ceals, what he ſo rationally and ſo candidly grants 
here. 

The truth is, that, as ſcriptural election is neceſ- 
farily attended with an anſwerable reprobation ; ſo 
abſolute calvinian election unavoidably drags af- 
ter it abſolute calvinian reprobation :—a black fe- 
probation this, which zece//itates all who are per- 
ſonally written in the book of death to fin on and 
be damned. But ſome Calviniſts are afraid to ſee 
this doctrine, and well they may, for it is horrible: 
others are aſhamed to acknowledge it : and not a few, 
for want of rational ſight, obſtinately deny that it is 
the main pillar of their goſpel; and with the right 
leg of their ſyſtem they unmercifully kick the R, x 
Among the perſons who are guilty of this abſurd 
conduct, we may rank the author of A Letter to an 
Arminian teacher; an imperfect copy of which ap- 
peared in The Goſpel Magazine of Auguſt, 1775, 


under the following title, 4 Predeſtinarian's real 


thoughts of Election and Reprobation, &c. This wri- 
ter is ſo inconſiſtent, as to attempt cutting off the 
n leg of Calviniſm. He, at firft, gives us repro- 
bation. The word reprobation” [ſays he] ** is ne- 
„ ver mentioned in all the ſcripture” [no more is 
the word prede/tination] „nor is the ſcriptural word 

| * reprobate 


610) 
« defend REPROBATION, were it only to keep the 


- 
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miſtake, as appears from the two firſt paſſages quoted' 


q by this author, Jer. vi. 30. and Rom. 1. 28. where 
d reprobate filver is evidently oppoſed to choice /ilver, 
* and where a reprobate mini is indubitably oppoſed to 
11 Wl {be mind 204ich it after God's own heari—i. e. to the 
h mind which God approves and chuſes to crown with 


evangelical praiſes and rewards, Our author goes' 
on: ̃ 
« There is no immediate connection between 
- election to ſalvation and reprobation to damna- 
ſo tion.“ What an argument is this! did we ever 
c_ ay chat chere is any immediate connection between two 
things, which are as contrary as Chriſt and Belial.— 
Oh! but we mean that they Have no necefſary de- 
d fndance on each other.” — The queſtion 1s not 
whether they have a *©* neceſſary dependance on each 


” other; but, whether they have not a necGesSARY 
„ Corrosion to each other; and that they have, is 
1 clear as that Jig is oppoſed to dare. — They 
;, proceed from very different cauſes.” —True : for 
> election proceeds from free-grace, and calvinian re- 


4 probation from free-wrath.—** The ſole cauſe of 

election is God's free love, &c. The ſole cauſe 
* of DAMNATION 1$-0nly fin.”— Our author wants 
P” WW candor or attention. Had he argued like a candid 


1 Y bogician, he would have ſaid, “ The ſole cauſe of the | 


* reprabation which ends in unavoidable damnation 
he is only ſin:“ but if he had fairly argued thus, he 
would have given up Calviniſm, which ſtands or falls 


proper to ſubſtitute the word aamnation for the 
rd word REPROBATION, Which the argument abſo-- 
B 2 lutely 


an who have ſubſcribed to the ſaid. article, 21 
bound in HonOUR, conserz meg, and HA. t 


66 17th. 


8 — cu 


with ab/olute reprobation ; and therefore, he thought 


45 
* 


« reprobate ever mentioned as the conſequence of 
election, or as [its] oppoſite.” —This is a great 


1 
* 17th article, [or rather, the calvinian ſenſe 
which Mr. Toplady fixes to that article] ** vyor 
„rs LEGS." 


Agreeably 


lutely requires. Theſe tricks may paſs in Geneva; 
but in England they appear inconſiſtent with fair 
reaſoning. It is a common ſtratagem of the Cal- 
viniſts to ſay, Election depends upon God's love 
„only, but damnation depends upon our fin only :” 
break the thin ſhell of this ſophiſm, and you wall 
find this bitter kernel; God's diſtinguiſhing love 
«« elects ſome to unavoidable holineſs and finiſhed 
1 ſalvation ; and his diſtinguiſhing wrath reprobates 
«« all the reſt of mankind to — ſin and eter- 
4 nal damnativn.” For, the moment the fin of te- 
probates is neceſſary, remedileſs, and enſured by rhe 
decree of the MEANs, it follows that abſolute repro- 
bation to neceſſary remedileſs fin, is the ſame thing 
as ab/elute reprobation to eternal damnation ; becauſe 
ſuch a damnation is the arawvoidable conſequence of 
remedileſs fan. 

When the letter-writer has abſurdly denied cal- 
vinian reprobation, he infinuates, p. 5, that “ ver- 
* laſting torments, and being unavoidably damned, 
are not the neceflary conſequences of the decree of 
calvinian election; ** zor [ſays he] can they be fairly 
« deduced from THE DECREE OF RFPROBATION. 
— $0, now, the ſecret is out! Our author, after de- 
ny ing reprobation, informs us that there is a cal- 
vinian DECREE OF REPROBATION. But if there 
is ſuch a decree, why did he oppoſe it, p. 2? And if 
there is no ſuch decree, why does he mention it p. 

- where he hints that enſured damnation cannot te 
fairly deduced from it? Now, if he, or any Calviniſt 
in the world, can prove that, pon the calvinian plan, 
among the thouſands of Calvin's reprobates, who 
are yet in their mother's wombs, one of them can, 
any how, avoid ſ niſhed damnation, I ſolemnly en- 

> engage 


wat b 1 , ** 0 
r r 
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1 
Agreeably to Mr. Toplady's charge, Calviniſm- 
ſhall tand veon 1'Ts LeEGs, He takes care to ſhow 


_— 


gage myſelf before the public, to get my Checks 
burnt, at Charing-croſs, by the common hangman, 
on any day which Mr. Hill, Mr. Toplady, and Mr. 
M'Gowan will pleaſe to appoint, But if the Cal- 
viniſts cannot do this, and if the calvinian decree of 
reprobation enſures the neceſſary, remedileſs fin, and 
the unavoidable, finiſhed damnation of one and all. 


2s the reprobates of Calvin, born or unborn; Mr. 
I M'Gowen, and Dr. Gill whom he quotes, inſult 
e common ſenſe, when they intimate, that enſured 
d damnation cannot te FAIRLY deduced from the de- 
es e cree of reprobation.” How much leſs candid are 


r- the letter- writer and Dr. Gill, than Mr. Toplady and 
e- Zanchius, who fairly tell us, p. 75, T he condem- 


be nd [i. e. the damnation ] ** of. the reprobate it 
0= «© NECESSARY and IRRESISTIBLE! 

12 The letter-writer tells us, p. 6, „what enſures: 
ie „ holineſs, muſt enſure glory; election Ii. e cal- 
of vinian election] doth fo, and glory muſt follow.“ 


This is the right leg of Calviniſm : let her ſtand up- 
l- on the V leg, and you have this ** doctrine of 


7 grace:“ aubat enſures temedileſs fin muft enſure dam 
a. nation; calvinian reprobation doth fo, and damna- 
of tion MusT FoLLOw. I would as ſoon bow to Dagon, 
ly as to this doctrine of remedileſs fin and enſured wick- 
5 edneſs, O ye controverſial writers of the Gos pEL. 
le- magazine I if you will confirm Arm man teachers? 


al- in their attachment to the holy election and righteous 
re reprobation preached by St. Paul, and in their de- 
if teſtation for the antinomian election and barbarous 
p- reprobation which ſupport your doctrinal 'peculiari- 
te ties, only vindicate Your election as inconfiſlently as 
iſt Mr. M'Gowan, and your reprobation as openly as 
n, WM Mr. Toplady.—[See two other notes on the ſame 
ho performance; the one under the Arg. xxxvin, and 
in, dhe other under the Arg. Ixvii.] ; 


9 
the right leg, in order to vindicate God's holineſs 
upon the calvinian plan ; and I ſhall ſet forth the 
&ft leg, in order to ſhow that the honour of God's 
boline/s is as incompatible with Calviniſm, as light 
with darkneſs. Mr. Toplady's arguments are pro- 
duced under No. 1, with the number of the page in 
his book, where he advances them. In the oppoſite 
eolumn, under No. 2, the reader will find my an- 
sw, Which is nothing but Mr. Toplady's own ar- 
guments, retorted in ſuch a manner as to defend the 
ſecond goſpel-axiom, which Calviniſm entirely over- 


throws: No. 1, diſplays the unguarded manner in 
which Mr. Toplady detends the firſt goſpel-axiom. 
To form No. 2, I only make his arcuments ſtand 
upon the other leg, and by this ſimple method IL 
ſew the lameneſs of Calviniſm, and the infamy 
which ſhe pours upon God's holineſs and goodneſs, 
under fair ſhows of regard for theſe adorable attri- 


bates. 


THE RIGHT LEG of Cal- 
ini, or the calvinian 
defring of election and 
NECESSARY Hain. 


Ax. II. No. 1. [page 
17-] I afirm-with /crrp- 
+ ture, that they I the elecrt] 
© cannot be /aved with- 
out /anctification and o- 
* bedience. Vet is not their 
al vation precarious; for, 
« that very decree of c/ec- 
tien, by which they were 
* nominated and ordain- 
«ed to eternal /ife, or- 
«© dained- their intermedi- 
© ate renewal after the i- 
mage of God, in righ- 


* teou/ne/s and true holi- 


" neſs 


Tux LEPT LEG of Cal- 
wvini/m, or the calvinian. 
de&rine of reprobation 
and NECESSARY wwick- 
eaneſs. 
ANSWER. No. 2. I af-- 
firm with Calvini/m, that 
the reprobates cannot be 


and diſobedience. Yet 1s 
not their damnation pre- 
carious: for, that very 
\ decree of reprobatien, by 
which they were nomi- 
nated and ordained to e- 
ternal death, ordained 
their intermediate cx 


formity to the image of the 
devil, in and true 
wickedneſs, Nay, that 


con- 


damm d without wickedneſs 


2+ c OS 


( 14) | 
i. Nay, that yenewv- | conformity isitſelftlie da 
c al is itſelf the dawn and | and beginning of actual 
„beginning of actual /ak | damnation. 


x vation.” 


RIGHT LEG. 


Ane.1II. No. 1. Ipege 


17.] © The ele could no 
more be ſaved without 
* perſonal holineſs, than 
they could be /aved 
without perſonal exiſt- 
*ence, And why ?* be- 
* cauſe God's own decree 
* ſecures the MEANS as 
well as the END, and 
* accompliſhes THE END 
* BY THE MEANS. The 
* ſame gratuitous predeſ- 


« tination, which ordain- | 


* ed the exiſtence of the 
& ęlect; as men; ordained 
their purification, as 
* ſaints; and they were 
* ordained to BOTH, in 
© order to their being fi- 
* nally and completely 
* /aved in Chrift with e- 
* ternal glory.” 


x 


* 


; 


LEFT LEG. 


AnsweR. No. 2. The: 
reprobates could no more- 
be damn'd without per-- 
ſonal. wickedneſs, than 
they could be damn d with - 
out perſonal exiſtence. 


And why? becauſe God's: 


own decree ſecures the 
MEANS as well as the 
END, and accompliſhes 


THE END BY THE 
MEANS, The ſame gra- 
tuitous predeſtination 


which ordained the exiſt- 
ence of the reprobate, as 
men; ordained their ol 
lution, as finners : and 
they were ordained to 
BOTH, in order to their- 
being finally and com- 
pletely damn'd in Adam. 
with eternal ame. 


Before I produce the next argument, I think it is: 
proper to obſerve, that che election of grace, which 
St. Paul defends, is not, as Calvin ſuppoſes, an ab-- 
ſolute election to eternal life, through accefirated ho- 
lineſs : an election this, which, in the very nature 
of things, drags-after it an ab/olute reprobation to 
eternal death, through remedile/s fin. But the apoſtle 
means a gratuitous election to the privileges of the 
beſt covenant of peculiarity, —a moſt gracious co- 
venant this, which is known under the name of 


chriſtianity: 


— — 4 -_ 


cw 7 
ebriſtianity—the goſpel of Chriſt, or ſimply the goſpel, 
by way of eminence, For, as, by a partial election 
of diſtinguiſhing favour, the Jews were once choſen 
to be God's peculiar people, [at which time the Gen- 
tiles were reprobated, with reſpe& to Jewiſh privi- 
leges ; being left under the —— ſpel diſpenſation 

reprieved Adam, and ſpared Noah, ] ſo, when 
the Jews provoked God to reject them from being his 
pu people, he elected the Gentiles to whom he 
ent the goſpel of Chriſt : he elected them, I ſay, and 


called them to believe zhis precious goſpel, and to be 


holy in all manner of converſation, as becomes chriſti- 
ans. But, far from abſolutely eleQing theſe Gen- 
tiles to eternal ſalvation, through unavoidable ho- 


lineſs calviniſtically impoſed upon them, he charged 


them by his meſſengers to make their RISTIAN 
calling and ele4irn ſure, leſt they alſo ſhould be cut of), 
as the Jews had been, for not making their JEwisH- 
calling and election ſure. In ſhort, the election of grace. 
mentioned in the ſcriptures, is a gratuitous election 
to run the chriſtian race with Paul, Peter, and James ;- 
rather than the jeu iſb race with Moſes, David, and 
Daniel ;. or the race of gentiliſin with Adam, Enoch, 
and Noah. It is a gracious election, which implies 
no mercile/;, abſolute. reprobation of the reſt of man- 
kind. And the Calviniſts are greatly miſtaken, 
when they confound 7his election, with our judicial. 
election to receive the crown of life, a rewarding 
crown this, the receiving of which depends, (1) On 
the grace of God in Chriſt, and (2) On the wolun- 
tary obedience of faith; and will be judicially beſtow- 
ed according to the impartiality. of juſtice ;. and not 
according to the gartiality of grace, This will be 
demonſtrated in an Z/ay os the election of GRACE, 


and the eleftion of juST1iCB, where the reader wall 


ſee. the true meaning of. the paſſages, which Mr. 
Toplady has ſo plauſibly preſſed into the ſervice. af. 
the following arguments, | 


R16nT. 


1 


„ —— ww r LS 
„ 1 — , 


RIGHT LEG. 


AxG. IV. No. 1 [page 
18] © God the Father 
* hath choſen us in Chrift, 
before the foundation 
* of the world, that we 


« ſhould [not **besaveD, » 


« % avhat ave will ;” 


| © but] BE noLY AND 


« WITHOUT BLAME be- 
fore him in love, Eph. 
1. 4. Election is always 
followed by regenera- 
« tion, and regeneration is 
« the ſource of all good 
« works,” 


Ricur LEO. 


Arc. V. No. 1. [p 
18] © We [the lea) are 
his ſublequent Work- 
manſhip, created affew 
in Chrift Jtſus unto 
GOOD WORKS, Which 
God hath yorE-oR- 
DAINED, that weſhould 
walk in them. Con- 
ſequently it does not 
follow from the doQrine 
of abſolute predeſtina- 
© tion, that ** the el:# 
* ſhall be ſaved, do what 
* they will.” On the 
* contrary, they are che 
* as much to HOLINESS 
© as to heaven; and are 
* fore-ordained to walk 
in coop works, by 
virtue of their ele&jor 

* from 


SS VS SS © 


ape 


| 


| 


( 16.) 


LEFT LEG. 


AnsWER. No. 2. God 
the Father hath regrobat- 
ed us in Adam, before the 
foundation of the world, 
that we ſhould [not be 
DAMNED, do what we 
will; BUT BE UNHOLY 
AND FULL OF BLAME 
before him in malice. Re- 
probation is al ways follow- 
ed by apsfacy ; and apo/- 
tacy is the fource of all 
bad works. 


Leer Lec. 


Answer, No. 2. We 
[the Reprobates] are his 
ſubſequent workmanſhip, 
created anew in Adam un- 
to RAD WORKS, which 
God hath rore-OR- 
DAINED, that we ſhould 
walk in them. Conſe- 
quently it does not fol- 
low from the doctrine of 
abſolute predeſtination, 
that the reprobates ſhall 
be dammed. do what they 
will.“ On the contrary, 
they are reprobated as 
much to wiCKEDNESS 
as to hell; and are fore- 
ordained to walk in BA 
works, by virtue of their 
reprobation from eternity, 
and of their per werfen in 

time. 


( 


* from eternity, and of 
their econverfoon in 
4 tima. 


RicnT Les. 


Ax. VI. No. 1. [page 
18, 19. Yet again, God 
* hath from the begin- 
ning [i. e. from ever- 
* laſting, &c.] cnosen 
* you to Salvation through 
* SANCTIFICATION of 

the ſpirit, and BELIEF 

of the truth: 2. Theſſ. 

2. 13. All therefore, 

who are cho/en to /alva- 

tion, are no leſs unal- 
terably deſtined to Bo- 
line and faith in the 
mean while. And, if 


* ſo, it is giving God 


* himſelf the lie to ſay, 
* that the ele? fall 
„% ſaved, do what they 
& will.” For the c, 
like the bleſſed perſon 
© who redeemed them, 
* come into the world 
© not to do their own 
© will, but the will of 
© him that ſent them: 
© and this is the will of 
© God concerning, them, 
© even their /an:fication. 
Hence they are ex- 
© preſsly ſaid to be elect 
© unto obedience. Not in- 
* deed chojen becauſe of 
© obedience, but choſen 
© untait;. for works are 
» not | 


17 


. 


dime. 


| Lrrr Leo. 


No, II. Answer. Vet 
again, God hath from the 
beginning [i. e. from e- 
verlaſting] KEPROBAT=: 

ED you to damnation 
through yoLLUTION of. 
the ſpirit, and disbelief 
of the truth. All, there-, 
fore, who are me 
to damnation, Are no leis 
unalterably deſtined to 
wickedneſs and unbelief in 
the mean while. And, 
if ſo, it is giving God 
himſelf the lie to fſay,. 
that ** the reprobate Hall 
be damned do what they 
W311,” For the reprobate, 
like the bleſſed perſon- 
who rejected them, come 
into the world not to do- 
their owwwill, but the 
will of him that ſent 
them: and this is the 
will of God concerning 
them, even their awvicked-" 
neſs. Hence they are ex- 
preſsly ſaid to be repro- 
bated unto diſobedience. 
Not indeed reprobated be- 
cauſe of diſobedience, but 
reprobated wnto it: for 
works are not the foun- 
dation of wrath, but 


ſtreams-flowing from it. 
l Re 


— 2 „ a. AE £7 im £ 


— 
* ” 


= 


6 orace, but ſtreams flow- 
ing from it. Election 
« does not depend upon 
* holineſs, but holineſs de- 
« pends upon election. SO 
© far, therefore, is predeſ- 
* tination from being ſub- 
© verſive of good works; 
that predeſtination is 
© the PRIMARY CAUSE 
© of all the GOOD works, 


$- 0-1 


E not the foundation of 


Reprobation does not de- 
-_ upon wickedneſs, 

ut wickedneſs depends 
upon reprobation. So far, 
therefore, 15 predeſtina- 
tion from being ſubver- 
ſive of bad works ; that 
predeſtination to death 1s 
the PRIMARY CAUSE of 
all the BAD works, which 
have been and ſhall be 
wrought, from the begin- 


* which have been and | ning to the end of time, 
* ſhall be wrought, from | 
the beginning to the 
end of time,” 


Dreadfully-crooked as the % leg of Mr. Top- 
lady's ſyſtem is, it perfectly agrees with the right 
leg: i. e. with his crooked election, and his bandy 
predeſtination. He may deny it as abſolutely as 

riſoners at the bar deny what 1s laid to their charge: 
but their denial goes for nothing: the witneſſes are 
called in, and I produce two, who are capital, and 
to whom I ſuppoſe Mr. Toplady will hardly object. 
The firſt is Zanchius, and the ſecond is his ingenious 
tranſlator, who ſays in his tranſlation, p. 50, He 
« [man] fel] in conſequence of the divine decree.” 
—O6/erv. p. 7. Whatever comes to paſs, comes 
« topaſs BY VIRTUE of this abſolute, omnipotent 
« will of God.” —* Whatever things come to paſs, 
* come to paſs NECESSARILY.” —[bid, ** What- 
ever man does, he does NECESSARILY.” —Page 
15. ALE THINGS turn out according to divine 
* PREDESTINATION;z not only the works we do 
* outwardly, but even the thoughts we think in- 
„ wardly,—P. 7. The will of God is the prxtMmary. 
and ſupreme cavss of ALL things.—P. 11. The 
„ SOLE CAUSE Why ſome are ſaved and others periſh, 
proceeds from his wiLLIinG the ſalvation of the 

| © former, 


ä 69 
former, and the perdition of the latter.—P. 15, 
* We can ox Lx do what God from eternity wiLLED 
c and foreknew we SHOULD.—P.7. No FREE WILL 
& of the creature can reſiſt the will of God.—P. 
* 19. The purpoſe or decree of God ſignifies his 
«« everlaſting appointment of ſome men to life, and 
« of others to death: which appointment flows 
<< EXTIRELY from His own free and ſovereign 
« wiLL.—P. 57. If between the ele& and the re- 
* probate, there was not a great gulph fixed, ſo 
* that neither CAN BE OTHERWISE than THEY 
4 RRE, then the will of God (which is the ALONE 
% causE why ſome are choſen and others not) would 
be rendered of no effet.—P, 56. Nor would his 
„ word be true with regard to the non-eleQ, if it 
% was POSSIBLE for them to be ſaved. —P. 15. The 
% condemnation of the reprobate is xECESSARY and 
4 IRRESISTIBLE.—P, 25. God worketh ALL things 
4 in ALL men, even WICKEDNESS in the wicked.” 
On theſe propoſitions [the moſt unguarded words 
of which I have produced in capitals] | reſt the % 
leg of Calviniſm ; and taking my leave of the tran- 
lation of Zanchius, I return to the Yindication of 
the Decrees, and continue to make Mr. Toplady's 
doctrine of grace ſtand ** on its legs, that is, on 
abſolute reproation to death, as well as on ab/elute 
election to life. 


Riour LEG. 
San. VIL i r. 


(| Leer Les. 


AnsweER. No. 2. Rea- 
ſon alſo joins with ſcrip- 


[page 19] * Reaſon alſo 
« joins with ſcripture, in 
© aſferting the indiſpen- 
« fible neceſſity of. ſanqti- 


« fication upon the foot- 


ing of the moſt abſolute 
and irreſpective ELEC- 
© T10N : or, in other 


« words, that the certain- 
« ty of the EN D does not 


ſuper- | 


ture, in aſſerting the in- 
diſpenſible neceſſity of 
wickedneſs, upon the foot- 
ing of the moſt abſolute 
and jirreſpective REPRO- 
BATION: or, in other 
words, that the certainty 
of the END does not ſu- 
perſede, but Ns URE the 

2 in- 


( 20 } 


I ſuperſede, but ENSURE intervention of ths 
D the intervention of the | MEANS, | 
* MEANS.) 

b. RIGHT LEG». Lerr LES. 

4 Arc. VIII. No. 1, Axsw ER. No. 2. Tt 


Page 21, 22.] It was 


na i « neceſſary that, as ſin- 
7 ners, they [the ele] 


« ſhould not only be re- 


i9 « deemed from pu niſh- 
E ment, and entitled to 
1d « heaven; but endued 


« moreover with an 1n- 
« ternal meetneſs for that 
« inheritance, —This in- 
« ternal meetneſs for Sea- 
den can only be wrought 
by the reſtoring agency 
of Goa the Holy Ghoſt, 
ho graciouſly engaged 
and took upon himſelf, 
* inthe covenant of peace, 
to renew and Jana all 
the ele people of God; 
ſaying, Iauill put my law 
in their minds. —Eleæ, 
&c. through ſanctificati- 
* on of the ſpirit unto obe- 
dience. Election, though 
productive of good 
works, is not founded 
upon them: on the con- 
* trary, they are one of 
the glorious EN DS, tO 
* which they are chen. 
Saints do not bear the 
* root, but the root them. 
Ele u x ro obedience. -— 


The 
'c 


was neceſſary that, as 
holy, they [the repro- 
bate] ſhould not only be 
appointed to puniſhment, 
and entitled to He.; but 
endued moreover with an 
internal meetneſs for that 
inheritance, This in- 
ternal meetneſs for hell, 
can only be wrought by 
the perveriing agency of 
the Manichean] God the 
unbely ghoſt, who offici- 
o/ly engaged and took 
upon himſelf, in the co- 
venant of wrath, to per- 
vert and defile all the re- 
probate people of God; 
ſaying, I wall put my law 
in their minds.—Repro- 
bate, &c. through pollu- 
tion of the ſpirit unto 
diſobedience. — Reprobati- 
on, though productive of 
bad works, is not found- 
ed upon them: on the 
contrary, they are one of 
the inglorious ENDS, to 
which they are reprobat- 
ed. Sinners do not bear 
the root, but the root 
them. Reprobate ur 
diſobedience, —They who 

have 


cad 


© They who have been 
* ele2ed, &c. ſhall expe- 
* rience the Holy Spirit's 
* Jandtification, in begin- 
ning, advancing, and 
perfecting the work of 
grace in their ſouls. — 
The cle#, &c. are MADE 
to OBEY the command- 
ments of God, and to 
* imitate Chriſt, &c. I 
© ſaid, MADE to obey. 
Here perhaps the un- 
* bluſhing Mr. Weſley may 
© aſk, are the ele# then 
mere machines? I an- 
6 ſwer, no. They are 
made WILLING in the 
day of God's power.“ 


RicnTr LEG. 


And. 9. No, 1. [page 
23, 24.] God decreed 
to bring his eie to 
glory, in a way of /anc- 


© tification, and in 10 
c gcther way but that. If 
. * ſo, 


| 


) 


have been reprobated, & c. 
ſhall experience the a e- 
ed ſpirit's pollution, in be- 
ginning. advancing, and Wi 
perfecting the work of Wl 
n in their ſouls.— The 
reprebates, &c. are Mabe 
to diſobey the command- 
ments of God, and to 
imitate Satan, &c. I ſaid, 
MADE to di/ſobey, Here 
perhaps the Sluſbing Mr. 
Veſley may aſk, are the 
reprobates then mere ma- 
chines? I anſwer, no. 
They are MapE wil- Wl 
LING in the day of God's 
power, | 


2 


LErr Lo. 


ANSsW. No. 2. God 
decreed to bring his re- 
probate to hell in a way 
of /inning, and no other 
way but that. If ſo, crys 
Mr. Weſley, ** they ſhall 

£6 be 


— 


as mere 2 machine. 
0 Fe 2 


*: Here Mr. Toplady adds, „ and, I believe, no- 
body ever yet heard of a willing machine.” But he 
is miſtaken : for all mera philotophers call machine, 
whatever 15 fitted for free motions, and yet has no 
ower to -begin and determine its own motions, 
w willing being the motion of a jpþirir, if a ſpirit 
cannot will but as it is nece//arily MADE to will, it 
is as void of a felf-determining principle, as a fire- 
engine, and of conſequence it is [morally ſpeaking] 


— 


ſo, crys Mr. Weſley, 


( 22 ) 


« be damned, whether 
« they /n or no.“ What, 
notwithſtanding their Hu- 
ning is, itſelf, an eſſen- 
tial branch of the decree 
concerning them? * The 
man may as well aſtirm, 


be. Tney ſhall be ſaved, 
* —_—- whether they are ſanc- 
ofa tifyed or no.” 0 What, 
"ho i notwithſtanding their 
| ſandification is, itſelf, 
DE — 

r an ellential branch of 
* the dec: ee concerning 
id. them? The man may 
. | as well affirm that A 
Ar braham might have 
he been the progenitor | * 
5 of nations, 9 he 
5 had died in infancy, 


&c. Equally illogical 
is Mr. Weſley's impu- 
dent lander, that the 
« ele ſhall be /aved do | i. 
« what they will,” 1. e. 
* whether they be holy or 
not.“ | 


that Paul might have 
preached the goſpel, 
viva voce, in fifty dif- 
ferent regions, without 
travelling a ſtep!“ P. 


23. Equally 1llogical is 
Mr, Weſley's impudent 
ſlander, that ** the Re- 
«« probateſhall be damned, 
e do what they, will,” 


e. whether they be 


wicked or not. 6 


30d 

re- RI HT LEO. Leer Les. 

va | 

* ARG. 10. No. 1. [page Answ. No. 2. The 
ys o.] Paul's travelling, | rich glutton's gluttony, 
1all and Paul's wtterance, | and his anmercifulne/s, 


2 

c 

were as certainly, and 
* as neceſſarily included 
in the decree of the 
« 
4 
o 
4 


no- MEANS, as his preach- 

he ing was determined by 

ine, the decree of the 

no END.“ 

re RicnT Leo. 

, it As. II. No.1. [page | 

nre- 28, 29.] © Love when 

ng] (calviniſtically] predi- 
cated 


were. as certainly and as 
neceſſarily included in 
the decree of the uEANS, 
as his being tormented in 
hell was determined by 


fi 


the decree of the END. 


J  . 


Anxsw. No. 2. Hatd 
when calviniſtically pre- 


| dicated of God, ſigni- 
| hes 


C2 


» eated of God, fignifies 
* his eternal benzwolence : 
. e. hiseverlaſting will, 
« purpoſe and determi- 
nation, to delzyer, bleſs 
and ſave his [ele#] 
people. —“ In order 
* to the eventual ac- 
« compliſhment of that 
* /alvation in the next 
« world, grace is given 
them in this, to pre- 
* ſerve them (and pre- 
ſerve them it does) from 
doing the evil they o- 
© therwiſe would. — This 
« 1s all the election which 
« Calviniſm, &c. con- 
* tends for: even a pre- 


2 4 
( 23 .) 4 
eventual 


good 


« deſtination to HOL1- | | 


4 NESS and HEAVEN. 
RicuT Lec. 


Ax. 12. No. 1 [page 
33-] Now, if it be the 
« Father's will, that 
* Chriſt ſhould loſe none 
of his ele; if Chrift 
himſelf, in conſequence 
of their covenant-do- 
nation to him, does 
actually give unto them 
eternal /ifs, and ſo- 
lemnly avers, that they 
«* ſhall never peri; if 
God be ſo for them, | 
that none can hinder 
« their /alvation, &c. if 


fn A a M a = 


they cannot be con- 
demned, 


5 


fies his eternal 27], 
i. e. his everlaſting will, 
purpoſe, and determina- 4 
tion, to intbral, cur/ 1 
and damn his [ reprobated| 
people.---In order to the 
accompl:iih- 
ment of that @«:»:na-i 
tion in the next world, 
wickedneſs is given them 
in this, to preſerve them 
(and preſerve them it 
does) from doing thei 
they otherwiſe Wi 
would.---This is all the 
reprobation which Calvi- 
niſm contends for; even 
a predeſtination to w 1c «- 
EDNESS and HELL, 8 


Lerr LEO. 


Answ.: No. 2. Now, 
if it be the Father's will, 
that Satan fhould loſe 
none of his reprobate ; if 
Satan himſelf, in con- 
ſequence of their cove- 
nant-donation to him, 
does actually give wnto 
them eternal death, and 
ſolemnly avers, that they 
ſhall never ęſcape; if God 
be ſo again them, that 
none can hinder their 
damnation, &c. if they 
cannot be jaſtiſed, and 
nought mall ſeparate 
them 


( 24 } 


1 dimnel, and nought | them from the hate of 

il. ſhall ſeparate them | Chriſt; it clearly and 

na- from the love of Chriſt; | inevitably follows, that, 

11ſt it clearly and inevita- | Not one of the reprobate 

| bly follows, that, Not | can cape; but they mult 

the one of the cle can | all neceſſarily be damned. 

(1. eriſb; but they muſt | Which damnation con ſiſts 

na- all neceſſarily be aved. as much in the being 

Id, Which /a/vaticn con- fripped of moral recti- 

emi fiſts as much in the re- | tude on earth, as in the 

em covery of moral refti- | enuuring of eternal for- 
it tude below, as in the | ments in hell. 

the enjoyment of eternal | 

viſe il. eaneſs above.” 

the 

Ivi. By ſuch wreſted texts, and deluſive arguments as 

ven Wieſe, it is, that Mr. Toplady has vindicated God's 


oline/s upon calvinian principles. Now as he requeily 
hat Calviniſm may ſtand upox 17s LES, that is, 
pon ab/o/ute election and abſolute reprobation; I ap- 
deal to all the unprejudiced world, have I not made 
he Diana of the Calviniſts ſtand traight? Have I not 
uffered her to reſt upon her % leg, as well as upon 
he right? If that leg terminates in an horribly- 
loven foot; 1s it Mr. Wefley's fault, or mine? 


= Have we formed the doctrinal image, which is ſet up 
ir myſtical Geneva? Is the quotation produced in 
ik y motto forged ? Is not 'ab/elute reprobation one of 
_ the doctrines of grace” [ſo called] as well as a6- 
. olate election? May I not ſhew the 7, face of Cal- 


iniſm, as well as her /ide face? If a man pays me a 
puinea, have I not a right to ſuſpect that it is falſe, 
and to turn it, if he that wants to paſs it, will never 
et me ſee the reverſe of it-in a clear light? Can Mr. 
oplady blame me for holding forth calvinian re- 


— probation? Can he find fault with me for ſnewing 
they hat he ſays, I am not only bound to few, but to 
and PEFenD?” If Calviniſm is“ the doctrine grace, 


hich I muſt engage ſinners to eſpouſe, why ſnould 
| C I ſerve 


EE = 


1 


1 ſerve her as the ſoldiers did the thieves on the croſs > 
Why, at leaſt, ſhould 1 break one of her legs, If ever 
I bring her into the pulpit, ſhe ſhall comeup on roTH | 
** HER LEGS.” The chariot of my Diana ſhall be 
drawn by the biting ſerpent, as well as by the filly 
dove; I will preach calvinian. reprobation, as well as 


calvinian election. I will be a man of ** conſcience 


and honour.” 
And now, reader, may I not addreſs thy canſcience 


and reaſon, and aſk; if all the fallen angels had 


laid their heads together a thouſand years, to con- 


trive an artful. way of reproaching the living God— 
the HoLy One of Ifael, could they have done it 
more effectually than by getting myriads of pro- 
teſtants [even all the Calviniſts] and myriads of pa- 
piſts [even all the Dominicans, Janſeniſts, &c.] to 
paſs the falſe coin of ab/elute clechion and abſolute re- 
probation, with this deceitful, alluring inſcription ; 

ecefſary holineſs unto the Lord, and this deteſtable 
Manichean motto on the reverſe, Necgſary wicx- 
EDNESS un the Lord? And has not Mr. Toplady 
preſumed too much on thy credulity, in ſuppoſing, 


that thou wouldſt never have wiſdom enough to look 
at the black reverſe of the ſhining medal, by whick 


be wants to bribe thee into Calviniſm ? 


1 
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| 
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TRCTION ME 


: n/cver to ome appeals to SCRIPTURE and REA- 
sox, 3% which Mr. Toplady attempts to ſupport the 
ABSOLUTENESS aud HOLINESS of the calvinian 
decrees. 


ET us fee if Mr. Toplady is happier in the 
choice of his ſcriptural and rational illuſtrati- 


4 
. 
\ 


o- 20s, than in that of his arguments. To ſhew that 
da- Ood's decrees, reſpecting man's life and ſalvation, 
to Mare abſolute,. or [which is all one] to ſhew that the 
re- decree of the end neceſſarily includes the decree of 
n; che means, he appeals to the caſe of Hezekiah, 
dle chus: 


K = Ars. XIII. [page 20.] “God reſolved that He- 
dy, “ zc4:/4b ſhould live fifteen years longer than He- 
g, © 2c4iah expected, &c. It was as much comprized. 
ok in God's decree, that Heze#:ab ſhould eat, drink, 
ch and ſleep, during thoſe fifteen years; and that he 
„ ſhould not jump into the ſea, &c. as that fifteen. 
« years ſhould be added to his life.” —From this. 
quotation it is evident, that Mr. Toplady would have 
us believe, that none of God's decrees are conditional; 
that when God decrees the EN o, he does it always in 
ſuch a manner, as to ENSURE the MEaANns neceflary 
in order to bring about the EN; and that Hezetiahb 
is appealed to, as a proof of this doctrine. Unfor- 
tunate appeal! If I had wanted to prove juſt the con- 
trary, I do not know where I ſhould have found an 
example more demonſtrative of Mr. Toplady's miſ- 
take: witneſs the following account. Hezekiah was 
fick unto death : and Iſaiah came to him and ſaid, Thus 
ſaith [thus DECREES] the Lord, Set thy houſe in 
C- gar: for thou foalt p18, and NOT II. If. _— 
I, cre 


& 


| ( 27 ) 
1. Here is an explicit, peremptory decree :—a de- 
cree where no condition is expreſſed :—a decree it 
which wears a negative aſpect, Thou ſhalt noT Live; 
and a poſitive form, Thou SHALT DIE. The means WY 
of executing the decree was already upon Hezekiah : 
he was /ick unto death. And yet, ſo far was he from 
thinking, that the decree of the end apsoLUTELY WM 
included that of the means, that he ſet himſelf upon 
Praying for % and health; yea, upon doing it as a | 
jewiſh perfectioniſt. Then Hezekiah turned his face 
towards the wall, and pray:d, Remember now, O iſ 
Lord, I beſeech thee, how I have walked before thee 
abith a PERFECT heart, Oc. and Hezetiah wept ſore. 
Then came the word of the Lord to Iſaiah, ſaying, Go, 
and ſay to Hezckiah, Thus ſaith [thus decreeth] the 
Lord, I have heard thy prayer, I Have ſeen thy tears : 
behold I xwill add unto thy days fifteen years, ver. 2 5. 
From this account it is evident, that Hezekiah might 
as eaſily have reverſed the decree about his LIFE, by 
ftabbing or drowning himſelf, as he reverſed the de- 
cree about his DEATH, by weefing and praying; and 
that Mr. Toplady has forgotten himſelf as much in 
producing the caſe of Hezek:ah in ſupport of Cal- 
viniſm, as if he had appealed to our Lord's ſermon 
on the mount, in defence of the lawleſs goſpel of the 


dav. 

A kind of infatuation attends the wiſeſt men, who 
openly fight the battles of error. In the end, their 
fwords, like that of the champion of the Philiflines, 

- do their cauſe more miſchief than ſervice. Mr. Top- 
lady will perhaps afford us another inſtance of it. 
After producing Heze#iah to eftabliſh the ab/elutene/5 
of God's decrees, he calls in the firſt Jewiſh hero, 
Joſbua is brought to demonſtrate, that the decree of 
#he end always binds upon us an unavoidable ſub- 
miſſion to the decree of the means or, to ſpeak more 
intelligibly, that God's decrees to bleſs or to curſe, 
are always abſolute, and neceſſitate us to uſe the means 


leading to his blefling or his curſe, 
Ax Co 
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( 28 ) 
And. XIV. [Page 23.] © Prior to the taking. of 
© Jericho, it was revealed to Joſhua, that he ſhould 
« certainly be maſter of the place. Nay, ſo ye- 
« REMPTORY Was the DECREE, and ſo expreſs the 
« revelation of it, that it was predicted as if it had 
«« already taken effect: I have given into thy hand 
Jericho, &c. This aſſurance, than which nothing 
« could be more abſolute, did not tie up Joſhua's 
« hands from action, and make him fit down with- 
« out uſing the MEANS, which were No LESS ap- 
« pointed than the Env. On the contrary,” &c.— 
Here we are given to underſtand, that Fo/bua and 
the Iſraelites could never croſs any of God's gracious 
decrees by neglecting the means of their accompliſh- 
ment; becauſe they were neceſſitated to uſe thoſe 
means. Thus is 7o/ua ßpreſſed into the ſervice of 
calvinian zece/ity, and the ab/olutene/s of God's de- 
crees: Joſhua, who, of all the men in the world, 
is moſt unlikely to ſupport the tottering ark of cal- 
vinian neceſſity. For when he ſaw in the wilderneſs 
the carcaſes of ſeveral hundred thouſand perſons, 
to whom God had promiſed the good land of Canaan 
with an oath, and who nevertheleſs entered nat in be- 
cauſe of unbelief, he ſaw ſeveral hundred thouſand 
proofs, that God's promiſes are not ab/ol/ute : and 
that when he deals with rewardable and puniſhable 
agents, the decree of the end is not uncond:tional, and 
does by no means include an irre//ible decree which 
binds upon them the aꝝnavoidable uſe of the means. 
But, conſider we the peculiar caſe of Joſhua him- 
ſelf. The Lord ſþake unto Joſhua, ſaying, There ſhall 
wot any man be able to ſtand before thee all the days of 
thy life: I will not fail thee, nor for/ake thee, Joſh. 
1. 5. Now this peremptory decree of the exo, far 
from neceſſarily including the Mgans, actually fail- 
ed by a fingle flaw in the uſe of the ugans. The 
diſobedience of Acban reverſed the decree: for he 
diſregarded the means or condition which God had ap- 
pointed: turn not ta the right band or to the left, that 
| | thou 


( 29 ) | 1 
thou mayft proſper whitherſoever thou geeft, Joſh. i. 7. 
Hence it is, that, when Acban had zurned to the ly, 

the decree failed, and we find Joſhua proftrate beer: 
the ark a aolole day, with his clothes rent, and 4 
upon his head; lamenting the flight of Iſrael before 


Ai, and wiſhing that he had been content, and had 
arvelt on the other fide Jordan. Nor do | ſee in God's 
anſwer to him, the leaſt hint of Mr. Toplady's 


doftrine. Why lieſi thou upon thy face ? Iſrael hath Y a 
ſinned, and they have alſo tranſgralſed my covenant :— Wi 
for they have even taken of the accurjed thing.—T here- 


fore the children of Ijrael could not ſtand before their 


enemies, = becauſe they were accurſed : neither awwill I i 


be with you any more, except ye deflray the accurſid i 


. ſoſh. vii. 1. 13. | 
. Henceit appears, that, when Mr. Toplady . [7 
peals to Jeſpbua in defence of the a&/e/utene/s of God's 


.decrees, he diſplays his (ill in the art of logic, as 
much as if he appealed to the peremprorine/s of the 


famous decree, Tet forty days, and [ungodly] Ni- 
neveb ſhall be deſtroyed: and yet pexiTEnT Ni- 
neveh was ſpared: ſo unſcriptural is the aſſertion, 
that the decree of the end eExsUREs the uſe of the 
means, when God tries moral agents in the day of 
ſalvation, in order to puniſh or reward them accord- 
ing to their works, in the day of judgment ! 

Mr. Toplady ſupports theſe unfortunate appeals 
to ſcripture, by the following appeal to rea/on. 

ARG. XV. [Page 24.] “ Suppoſe it was infallibly 
© revealed to an army, or to any ſingle individual, 
that the former ſhould certainly gain ſuch a battle, 
* and the latter certainly win ſuch a race, would 
« not the army be mad to ſay, Then we will not 
& fight a ſtroke ? would not the racer be inſane to 
add, Nor will I move ſo much as one of my feet, 
„Ke. Equally illogical is Mr. Weſley's impudent 
« ſlander, that The elect ſhall be ſaved do what they 
„ qvill, &c,—Either he is abſolutely unacquainted 
« with the firſt principles of reaſoning ; or he offers 

66 up 


4 
up the knowledge he has, as an whole burnt-ſa- 
crifice on the altar of malice, calumny, and 
re 1 falſehood.“ 

rhis ſevere cenſure will appear calviniſtically 
Fratuitous, if we conſider, that it is entirely found- 
= upon the impropriety of the illuſtrations pro- 
uced by Mr. Toplady. If he had exactly repreſent- 
the caſe, he would have ſaid, * Suppoſe it was 
infallibly revealed to an army, that they ſhould 
certainly gain ſuch a battle; that they could do 
nothing towards the victory by their own fighting; 
that the battle was fought, and ab/#lutely won for 
them 17c0 years ago; that if they refuſed to fight 
to-day, or if they ran away, or were taken pri- 
ſoners, their triumph would not be leſs certain; 


w- and that putting their bottle to their neighbour's 
F. mouths, and —— their wives, inſtead of fight- 
as ing. would only make them ſing victory louder, on 
the a certain day called a day of power, when omni- 
Vi. potence would ſovereignly exert itſelf in their be- 
i- bat, and put all their enemies to flight :—ſuppoſe 
n, again it was revealed to a racer, that he ſhould cer- 
the tainly win ſuch a race, and receive the prize, whe- 
of ther he ran to-day backward or forward; becauſe his 
d- winning the race does not at all depend upon his 


own ſwift running, bat upon the ſwiftneſs of a great 
racer, who yelterday ran the race for him, and who 


eals 5 n 
abſolutely imputes to him his ſwift running, even 


bly while he gets out of the courſe to chaſe an ewe- 
ual, lamb, or viſit a Delilah ;---that the covenant, 
tle, which /ecares him the prize, is unconditionally or- 
ld dered in all things and ſure ; that, though he ma 


be unwilling to run u, yet in a day of irreſiſtible 
power he ſhall, be made willing to fly and receive 
the prize; and that his former loitering will only 


not 
to 
eet, 


* ſet off the greatneſs of the power, which is 43- 
they JSolutely engaged to carry him, and all ele& racers, 
ted quite from Egypt to Canaan in one hour, if they 
fers have loitered till the eleyenth hour.;*---ſuppoſe, 1 

up : lay, 


1 


19, Mr. Toplady had given us ſuch a t view 
of the caſe, who could charge the ſoldiers with 
* madneſ;,”” and the racer with ** being in/ane” if they 
agreed to ſay, We will neither gt nor run, but 
take our eaſe and indulge ourſelves, TiLL the day 
of power come, in which we ſhall zrre//ibly be made 
to pain the hattle, and to win the race ? 
From theſe re&ifed illuſtrations it appears, if I 
am not miſtaken, (1) that, when Mr. Veſley ad- 
vanced his conſequence, he neither exved himſelf 
abjolutely unacquainted with the fit principles of rea- 
Joning ;” nor “ effered up the knowledge he has, as ar 
«© avhole burnt ſacrifice on the altar of malice, calumny, 
and falſehood :''—and {2) that, when Mr. Top- 
lady's appeals to /eripture and reaſon are made fairly 
to ſtand pon their legt, they do his doctrine as little 
ſervice as his limping arguments, 
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SECTION W. 


anſwer to the arguments, by which Mr. Toplady 
deavours to reconcile calvinian reprobalion with 
vine JUSTICE. 


if I 
ad- 
i 
rea- 
at 
ny, 
op- 
urly 
itdle 


E have ſeen how unhappily the tranſlator o 
Zanchius has reconciled his doctrines of 
ce and ab/elute election with God's HOLINESS : let 
now ſee if he has been more ſucceſsful in recon- 
ing his doctrines of wrath and ab/olute reprobation 
th divine JUSTICE. | 
Arc. XVI. [Page 3.] © Juſtice conſiſts in render- 
to every man his due. Mr. Toplady gives us this 
rrow definition of juſtice to make way for this ar- 
ment: God owes us no bleſſing, and therefore he 
ay gratuitouſly give us an everlaſting curſe. He 
des not owe us heaven, and therefore he may jf 
dpoint that eternal fin and damnation ſhall be our 
avoidable portion, ---But, is not a king anjuſt when 
> PUNISHES an wnavadable fault with uninter- 
pted torture, as well as when he refuſes to pay his 
| debts ? | 
ArG. XVII. [1bid.] © God is not a debtor to 
yy man.”---True, [ſtrictly ſpeaking:] but, (1) 
oes not God owe to himſelf, to behave like bimjelf 
hat is, like a gracious and u Creator] tow 
fery man ?---(2) When God, by his promiſe has en- 
aged himſelf judicially to render to every man ae - 
rding to his aworks, is it juſt in him to neceſrate 
me men to work righteouſneſs, and others to work 
1quity, that he may reward the former, and pu- 
ſh the latter, according to arbitrary decrees of ab- 
lute election to life, and of abſclute reprobation to 
ath ?---and (3) Do not - ſacred writers obſerve, 
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that God has condeſcended to make bimſe!f a debu 
to his creatures by his gracious promites? did ul 
Toplady never read, He that hath pity upon the por ii 
lendeth unto the Lord, and look, what he layeth out if 


ſpall be paid bim again? Prov. xix. 17. When evarf | 
gelical Paul hath fought a good fight, does he noi 
look for a crown from the jus judge, and declare 
that God is nat unrighteous to forget our labour of love 
and if ave confeſs our fins, is not God bound by hi 
JUSTICE, as well as by his faithfulneſs, to for gin 
and cleanſe us? 1 John 1. . | 
Ax. XVIII. [Li..] If jt can be proved 
«© that He [Ged] owes ſalvation to every ration 
« being he has made; then, and then only, will 
« follow, that God is wzu/? in not paying this deb 
4 of ſalvation to each, &c.— What * of i 
« juſtice can be faſtened on his conduct, for, ii 
4 ſome caſes, withholding what he does not owe! 
— This argument is produced by Mr. Toplady in 
variety of dreſſes. The flaw of it conſiſts in ſuppo 
ſing, that there can be no medium between denying 
eternal ſalvation, and appointing to eternal damn 
tion; and that, becauſe God may abſolutely eleQa 
many of his creatures as he pleaſes to a crown © 
glory, he may ab/olutely reprobate as many as Ca 
viniſm pleaſes toeternal fin and everlaſting burning; 
The abſurdity of this concluſion will be diſcover 
by the reader, if he looks at it through the glaſs on 
the following illuſtrations. Mr. Toplaay is nM 
obliged, by any rule of juſtice, to give Mr. Weſl:wl 
an hundred pound, becauſe he owes him no mone) 
and therefore Mr. T. may give Mr. Weſley an hut 
dred gratuitous ſtripes, without breaking any rul 
of juſtice. The king may without injuſtice gra 
tuitouſly give a thouſand pound to one man, te 
thouſand to another, an hundred to a third, ant 
nothing to a fourth; and therefore the king mi 
- alſo, without injuſtice, gratuitouſly give an hundre 
ſtabs to one man, a thouſand to another, 2 
outab 
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ooſand to a third; or, he may zece/itate them to 
end, that he may hang and burn them with a 
pw of juſtice. | 
ARG. XIX. [Page 36.] *© I defy any man to ſhew in 
what ſingle reſpect the actual limitation of hap- 
pineſs itſelf is a jot more juſt and equitable (in a 
Being poſſeſſed of infinite power) than the decre- 
tive limitation of the. perſons who ſhall enjoy that 
oF happineſs.” —The queſtion: is not whether God 
Naa juſtly Imitate the HAPPIR ESS man, or the 
nber of the men, whom he will raiſe to /uch and 
ch heights of happineſs. This we never diſputed :: 
$$ the contrary, we aſſert with our Lord, that when 
ad gives degrees of happineſs, as a Benefactor, he 
ay % what he pleaſes with his aun; he may give 
| ve talents to one man, or to five thouſand men; 
nd e talents to zwo men, or to two millions of 
Wncn.—Wherein then does the 9 of Mr. Top- 
ady's argument conſiſt? In this moſt irrational and 
anjuſt concluſion: God may, without injuſtice, 
LIMIT THE HAPPINESS Of his human creatures, 
and the NUMBER of thoſe, who ſhall enjoy fucb and 
uch a degree of HAPPINESS; and therefore, he 
may alſo without injuſtice abſolutely reprobate as 
many of his unborn creatures as he pleaſes, and 
decree to protract their infernal torments to all eter- 
ity, after having firſt decreed their zece/ary fall 
into fin, and their necgſſary continuance in fin, as 
vecefſary MEANS in order to their neceſſary END, 
which 1s eternal damnation, Is not this an admirable 
Vindication of Calvin's decrees * Who does not ſee 
that the concluſion has no more to do with the pre- 
miſs, than in the following argument: the Lord 
Chancellor may without injuſtice preſent Mr. T. to 
a living of fifty pound or to one 'of two hundred 


pound, or he may reprobate Mr. T. from all the 
> "hy crown-livings ; and therefore the Lord Chancellor 
ndre may, without injuſtice, ſue Mr. T. for fifty pound: 
« 11 or two hundred pound whenever he pleaſes. What 
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name ſhall we give to the Logic which deals in ſud 
arguments as theſe ? I 

Ax XX. [Page 37.] ** He[man]derives his exit. 
ence from God, and therefore {ſays Arminianiſn\l 
God is bound to make their exiſtence happy.” IM 4 
would rather ſay, God is bound both by the rech 
.tude of his nature, and by the promiſes of his gof I ' 
pel, not to reprobate any man to remedileſs fin ani 
eternal miſery, till he has aiually deſerved ſuch i 
dreadful reprobation, at leaſt by one bad though 
which he was not abſolutely pfedeſtinated to think 
But Calviniſm ſays, that God abſolutely reprobatel 1 
a majority of men, before they thought their fn 
thought, or drew their firſt breath. If Mr. Top 


lady had ſtated the caſe in this plain manner, 

his readers would have ſeen bis doctrine of wratllf 1 

— a veil, and would have ſhuddered at the 
gbt. 

Ax. XXI. [16id.] „If God owes ſalvation to 
all his creatures as /uch, even the workers of ini. 
% quity will be ſaved, or God muſt ceaſe to be juſt,” 
I never heard any Arminian ſay, that God owe 
ſalvation, i. e. heavenly glory, to all his creatures ai 
SUCH ; for then all — being God's creatures u 
well as men, would be taken to heaven: but we 
maintain, that God will never mediately entail 2 
cefſary, remedileſs fin upon any of his creatures, that 
he may infallibly puniſh them with eternal dam 
nation. And we aſſert, that, if God had not gr 
ciouſly deſigned to replace all mankind in a ſtate off 
initial ſalvation from fin and hell, according to ti 
various diſpenſations of his redeeming grace, h 
would have puniſhed Adam's per/onal fon 5 a per 
fonal damnation, Nor would he have ſuffered hin 
to propagate his fallen race, unleſs the ſecond Adan 
had extended the blefling of redemprion ſo far as tv 
ſave from eternal miſery all who die in their infancy, 
and to put all who live long enough to act as mere 


agents, in a capacity of avoiding hell by awvorking 
| 7, 
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sher on ETERNAL ſalvation in the day of their 
emporary ſalvation :---a day this, which inconſiſt- 
nt Calviniſts call“ he day of grace.” 

Mr. Toplady, after decrying our doctrine of grace, 
leading to groſs iniquity, indirectly owns, that 
Wc he conditionality of the promiſe of eternal ſalvation. 
ouards our goſpel againſt the charge of Antinomi- 
aim, a dreadful charge this, which falls ſo hea- 

ih on Calviniſm. Conſcious that he cannot defend 
tis lawleſs, unconditional election to eternal life, and 
his wrab/ul, unconditional reprobation to eternal 
death, without taking the conditionality of eternal 
ſalvation out of the way, he attempts to do it by the 
foilowing dilemma, 

—_ Axc.XxXII. [Page 38.]** Is ſalvation due to a man 
oF © that does nt perform thoſe conditions? if you ſay, 

(res; you jump, hand over head, into what you 
« yourſelf call Antinomiani/m.---If you ſay, that ſal- 
« vation is not due to a man, . unleſs he do fulfil the 
© conditions; it will follow, that man's own per- 
„ formances are meritorious of ſalvation, and bring 
« God himſelf into debt.” | 

We anſwer (1.); To ſhow the tares of Calviniſm, 
Mr. Toplady raiſes an artificial night by confound- 
ing the paring ſalvation of the Father---the atoning - 
atvation of the Son---the convincing, converting, an 
er fecting ſalvation of the Spirit. Yea, he — 4 
atiual ſalvation from a thouſand temporal evils---- 
temporary ſalvation from death and hell---initial ſal- 
vation from the guilt and power of fin---pre/ent ſal-. 
wation into the bleflings of Chriſtianity, Judaiſm, or 
Gentiliſm---continued. ſalvation into theſe bleflings---. 
eternal ſalvation from death and hell---and eternal /al- 
vation into glory and heaven :—he confounds, I ſay, . 
ALI, theſe degrees of ſalvation, which is as abſurd 
as if he confounded all degrees of life—the life of 
an embrio—of a ſucking child —of a ſchool-boy— - 
of a youth—of a mano. a departed ſfaint—and of 
an angel, When he has thus ſhuffled his cards, and 

D 3 * played 


(wh 
played the dangerous game of confufron, what wondai 


is it if he wins it, and makes his inattentive readen 
believe, that what can be affirmed with truth of , 
vation INTO HEAVENLY GLORY, muſt be truef 
alſo, when it is affirmed of /a/vation ROM evtr Ml 
' LASTING BURNINGS ; and that becauſe God doe: 
not owe heaven and angelical honours to unboni8 
children, he may ju/ly reprobate them to hell andi 
to ſatanical, remedileſi wickedneſs as the way to it. | 
(2) Diftinguiſhing what Mr. Toplady confounds, 
we do not ſcruple to maintain, that, though God i; 
not bound to give exi/ftence, much leſs heavenly glory, 
to any creature; yet, all his creatures, who never 
perſonally offended him, have a right to expect at his 
hands /alvation from everlaſting fire, till they have 
deſerved his eternal and ab/o/ute reprobation by com- 
mitting ſome FERSONAL, and AVOIDABLE offence, 
Hence it is, that all mankind are born in a ſtate of 
inferior ſalvation : for they are all born out of eter- 
nal fire; and to be out of hell is a conſiderable 4 
gree of ſalvation, unleſs we are ſuffered to live un- 
evoidably to deſerve everlaſting burnings, which 1s 
the caſe of all Calvin's imaginary reprobates. 
(3) Mr. Toplady ** throws out a barrel for the 
« amuſement of the whale, to keep him in play, 
« and make him loſe ſight of the Rip —the Fre- 
ſhip. For, in order to make us loſe fight of ab/o/utt 
reprobation, remedilgſi wickedneſs, and everlaſting fire, 
which [if Calvinifm be true] is the znawvoidable lot of 
the greateſt part of mankind even in their mother's 
womb; he throws out this ambiguous expreſſion 
SALVATION DUE ; juft as if there were no medium 
between /alvation due, and CALVINIAN reprobaticn 
due whereas it is evident, that there is the medium 
of non-creation, or that of deſtrudtion in a ftate of /+- 
minal exiſtence. 
(4) The flaw of Mr. Toplady's argument will 
appear in its proper magnitude, if we look at it 
h the following illuſtration. A whole regi- 
a ment 


1 38) 
is led to the left by the colonel, whom the ge- 
ral wanted to turn to the right. The colonel, who 
perſonally in the fault, is pardoned ; and five hund- 
d of the ſoldiers, who, by the overbearing in- 
uence of their colonel's diſobedience, were xece/i- 
zted to move to the , are appointed to be hanged 
r not going to the right. The general ſends to 
and WB eneva for a Tertullus, who vindicates the ju/tice of 
Wc execution by the following ſpeech. * Preferment 


ids, is NOT DUE to obedient ſoldiers, much leſs to ſol- 
d is AY diers who have necg/arily diſobeyed orders; and 
ry, cherefore your gracious general acts conſiſtently with 
Ever 


juſtice, in 8 theſe five hundred ſoldiers to 
be hanged, for, as there is no medium between 
not promoting ſoldiers and hanging them, he might 
juſtly have hanged the whole regiment. He is not 


bound, by any law, to yu any ſoldier a captain's 


e of commiſſion ; and therefore he 1s perfectly a, when 
ter- he ſends theſe military reprobates to the gallows.“ 
de- ome of the auditors clap Tertullus* argument: 


. O. cries out that it is moft maſterly”* : but a 
of the ſoldiers are not quite convinced, and be- 
rin to queſtion whether the holy ſervice of the mild 


the WP awiour of the world, is not preferable to the anti- 
lay, Nomian ſervice of the 25/c/ute Reprobator of count- 
fre- ſs myriads of unborn infants. 
olutt (5) The other flaw of Mr. Toplady's dilemma 
fire, Monſiſts in ſuppoſing that goſpel-worthineſs is incom- 
ot of Watible with the gebe; whereas all the doctrines of 


tice, which make one half of the goſpel, ſtand or 
all with the doctrine of evangetical worthineſs. We 
ill ſhout it on the walls of myſtic Geneva: they 
at follow Chriſt, ſhall walk with bim in white, ra- 
er than they that follow antichriſt; for- they ane 
MORE] WORTHY.—Hatch and pray always, that 
pu may be counted WORTHY to eſcape, and to. fand 


: wwardable before the fon of man.—Whatever. ye do, 
at ii 1 heartily, as to the Lord, &c. knowing that of the 
reg ye. ball receive the REWARD. OF THE INHERT- 


TANCE, | 


( 39 ). : 
TANCE.—PFor he will ſay, in the great day of ret 
buti v, Come, ye bleſſed, 1NHERIT the kingdom, &M 
for ' was hungry and ye gave me meat, 8&c.—( 
ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, &c. for I was. hun 
an: ye gave me no meat, &c.— The doctrine of pr 
riſaic merit we abhor: but the doctrine of rewart 
alle obedience we honour, defend, and extol. Be 
lievers, let not Mr. Toplady beguile you of your K 
WARD through voluntary humility.—1f ye live affe 
tbe fleſh ye ſhall die: but if ye, through the ſpirit, mm 
tify the deeds of the body, ye fhall live. —Whatſoever 
man ſoweth, THAT fhall he aljo reap.—For we jha 
all appear before the judgment feat of Chri/t, that ever 
one may recei ue the things done in. the body, accordin 
ro that be has done, whether it be good or bad. Lad 
to yourſelves, that ye loſe not the things which ye ha 
aurought.—So fight, that you may not be reprobatel 
by remunerative juſtice.—So run, that you. may [ judi 
cially] obtain an incorruptible crown.— Remember Lot 
_ wife. — By patient contiuuance in well-doing ſeek ft 
glory : and God, according to his gracious promiſes 
will render you eternal life for be it not untrue, . 
break his evangelical promiſe, nor wnrighteous, 1 
forget your work that proceedeth from love. Your per 
ſervering obedience ſt all be graciouſly rewarded by 
crown of righteoſneſs, which the Lord, the Rx1GHTEOU 
JUDGE, ſhall give you at that day; and then prea 
it be your reward in heaven. For Chriſt himſel 
hath ſaid, Be faithful unto death, and I will give the 
the crown of lift. My ſheep follew me, and I gi 
wato them eternal life in glory. For I am the” auth 
of ETERNAL ſalvation to them that oH me. Whi 
can be plainer than this goſpel !. Shall the abſurl 
eries of Popery / Merit! &c. make us aſhamed 0 
Chriſt's diſciples ; of Chriſt's words; and of Chi 
kimfelf! God forbid! Let the ſcripture— t Go 
be true, though Mr. Toplady ſhould be miſtaken. 
Axe. XXIII. [Page 38.] „If be [God] be 50 
obliged, in juſtice, to ſave mankind, then neithe 


( 40)) 
is he unjuſt in paſſing by ſome men: nay he mig, 
had he ſo pleaſed, have paſſed by the whole of 
mankind, without electing any one individual of 
the fallen race; and yet have continued holy, 
juft and good.“ : 

Frue : he might have paſſed them by without fix- 
g any blot upon his juitice and goodneſs, if by 


r RE 
 afinf ing them by Mr. T. means leaving them in the 
mT retched ſtate of /eminal exiſtence, in which ſtate 


is vinditive juſtice found them after Adam's fall. 


e ſha or then, an unknown PUNISHMENT /eminally en- 
eu ed, would have borne a juſt proportion to an un- 
or din un 518 ſeminally committed. But if, by PASSING 
Lil me men By, this gentleman means, as Calviniſm 
a oes, © abſolutely predeſtinating ſome men to ze- 
bated ce/ary, remedilgſi fin, and to unavoidable, eternal 
[jaci damnation ;** we deny that God might yusTLY 
8-22 paſſed by the whoLE of mankind :—we deny 

ef fl 


hat he might zusTLY have paſſed by one ſingle 
man, woman, or child.—Nay, we affirm, that, if 
ue, e conceive Satan, or the evil Principle of Manes, 
3 exerting creative power, we could not conceive 
im worſe employed, than in forming an ab/olute 


d by <probate in embrio: that is, a creature uncondi- 
ou tionally, and abſolutely doomed to remedileſs 
re vickedneſs, and everlaſting fire.“ 


As the ſimple are frequently impoſed upon by an 
rtful ſubſtituting of the harmleſs word paſſing by, 
or the terrible word ab/o/xtely re ing to death, I 
deg leave to ſhew, by a ſimile, the vaſt difference 
here is between theſe two phraſes. A king may 


abſu ithout injuſtice 82 5 by all the beggars in the ſtreets, 
ned oF 21thout giving them any bounty; becauſe, if he 
Chr bes them no good in thus paſſing them by, he does 


hem no harm. But ſuppoſe he called two captains 
df his guards, and ſaid to the i, If you fee me 
4% by little, dirty beggars without giving them an 
alms, throw them into the mire, or if their parents 
ive caſt them into the dirt, keep them there: then 

let 
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let the ſecond captain follow with his men, and tak 
all the dirty beggars who have thus been pafed by 
and throw them, for being dirty, into a turnacf 
hotter than that of Nebuchadnezzar : — ſuppoſe, | 
fay, the king paſſed his little, indigent ſubjects 4y in 
this manner, would not his decree of preterition bf 
a more than diabolical piece of cruelty ? I need noi 
inform my judicious readers, that the paſſimg by el 
the king repreſents calvinian paſing by, that is, 4 
ſolute 4 — to death — that the f captain 
who throws little beggars into the dirt, or keep 
them there, repreſents the decree of THE MEANS| 
which neceſſitates the reprobate to fin, or to continu 
in fin ;—and that the ſecond captain repreſents 4 
decree of THE END, Which necefftates them to go tl 
everlaſting burnings. s 
ARG. XXIV. [Page 39.] Mr. Toplady endes 
vours to reconcile calvinian reprobation with divine 
Juſtice by an appeal 10 God's providential dealing 
«*< -avith men in the preſent life.” His verboſe argu- 
ment, ſtript of its Geneva-dreſs, and brought naked 
to open light, may run thus: If God may without 
injuſtice, abſolutely place the ſons of Adam in ci 
* cumſtances of temporary miſery, he may alſo wit! 
out injuſtice, reprobate them to eternal torments 
but he may juſtly place the ſons of Adam in cir 
© cumſtances of temporary miſery : witneſs his ac 
© tually doing it: and therefore he may without in 
« juſtice reprobate them to eternal torments and tt 
© remedileſs fin, as the way to thoſe torments. 
The flaw of this argument is in the firſt propoſition 
and conſiſts in ſuppoſing, that, becauſe God cat 
Juſtly appoint us to ſuffer a light: afli ion, whid 
{comparatively-ſpeaking] is but for a moment, « 
ewhich [if we are not perverſely wanting to ou! 
ſelves] will work for us a far more exceeding and ett 
nal «weight of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17 ; he can alſo juſ 
appoint us to remedileſs wickedneſs and eters 
damnation, This concluſion is all of a piece ml 


i 


{ 42 ) | 
following argument. A father may juſtly puniſh 


b diſobedient child with a rod, and pive his fick 
F 11d a bitter medicine; and therefore he may juſtly 


ak all his bones with a forge-hammer, and daily 


2 ench him with melted lead. To produce ſuch 

2 h ſurd conſequences without a maſk, is ſufficiently 

2 al anſwer them. See farther what is ſaid upon 

2. 

94 4 . XXV. [Page 40. ] Mr. Toplady is, if poſſi- 

A e. ſtill more abundantly miſtiken, while, to prove 

am Wc jultice of calvinian reprobation be appeals to 

TY the real INEQUALITY of providential diſtributions 

2 below.” —We cannot ** pronounce the great Fa- 
ther of all unjusT, becauſe he does not make 


all his offspring EQUALLY rich, good, and happy :*? 
d therefore, God may jusSTLY reprobate ſome of 
em to eternal miſery ; juſt as if inferior degrees of 
one, and happineſs were the ſame thing as remedi- 
5 wickedneſ5, and eternal miſery “ 


1 Aa. XXVI. [LI]“ The devils may be caſt 
TH down to hell to be everlaſtingly damned, and be 
3thout appointed thereto ; and it gives no great concern. 
- No hard thoughts againſt God ariſe: no charge 
it of cruelty, injuſtice,” &c. Indeed if Dr. Gill, 


hom Mr. Toplady quotes, inſinuated, that God 
ad ab/elutely predeſtinated myriads of angels to 
erlaſting damnation, through the appointed means 
f neceſſary fin; and that God had made this appoint- 


ey ent thouſands of years before moſt of thoſe angels 
ts.“ ad any perſonal exiſtence, it would give us great 
ſition xcern, both for the honour of God's juſtice, and 


or the angels ſo cruelly treated by free wrath. But 
s matters are, the caſe of devils gives us no great 
oncern, becauſe, they fell #nowingly, wwilfully, and 
vithout neceffity. To the end of the day of their 
iſitation they perſonally rejected God's gracious 
ounſel towards them: and, as they obſtinately re- 
uſed to ſubſerve the judicial diſplay of his remunera- 
de BOUNTY, it is highly agreeable to reaſon and 


. equity, 


od cat 
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N 
uity, that they ſhould ſubſerve the Judicial diſplay 
of his vindifive JUSTICE. 

Arc. XXVII. [Page 41.] “ The king of Great 
% Britain has unlimited right of peerage, &c. Wil 
« any body be ſo weak and perverſe as to charge 
«« him with Tyranny and Injuſtice, only becauſe if 
4 1s not his will, though it is in his power, to make 
« all his ſubjects noblemen ?”— This is anothe: 
barrel thrown out to the whale, This illuſtration 
does not touch, hut conceal the queſtion. -For the 
fimiler queſtion is not whether the king is wnjr in 
leaving gentlemen and tradeſmen among the gentry 
and commonalty, but whether he could, without 1. 
juſtice and tyranny, pretend, that, becauſe he has au 
unlimited right of PEERAGE, he has alſo an wnlimited 
right of [what I beg leave to call] reLoxaGce,— if 
calvinian right this, of 9 whom he pleaſes 
to rob and murder, that he may appoint whom he 
leaſes to a cell in Newgate, and a ſwing at Tyburn, 
his is the true ſtate of the caſe. If Mr. T. has caſt a 
vail over it, it 1s a fign that he is not deſtitute of the 
feelings of jufice, and that, if he durſt look at his 
Manichean picture of God's Sovereignty, without 4 
vail, he would turn from it with the ſame precipi- 
tancy, with which he would ftart back from the 
abomination of the Moabites, or from the grim ido! 
to which miſtaken Iſraelites ſacrificed their children 

in the valley of Hinnom. 1 
Arc. XXVII. [Page 42.] « Miſery, though 
« endured but for a year, &c. is in its own nature, 
« and for the time being, as truly miſery, as it 
„ would be if protracted ever ſo long, &c. And 
« God can no more ceaſe to be ju for a year, ot 
« for a man's life-time, than he can ceaſe to be 
«« juſt for a century, or for ever, By the ſame rule 
« that he can, and does, without impeachment f 
« his moral attributes, permit am one Being to be 
« miſerable for a moment; he may permit that Being 
« to be miſerable for a much longer time: and ſe 
2 . « on 
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ſtand as openly as ke dares, that God worketh ; Y 
things in all men, even wickedneſs in the wicke 
His pernicious, though guarded inſinuation ru 
thus: you will find it extremely difficult, (mal 
J not ſay, 7mpoſſible ? ) to point out the differenꝗ 
between permiſſion and defign, in a being polleſiewi 
(as God moſt certainly is) of unlimited wis dog 
„and unlimited poweR.”-—Hence we are given of 
underſtand, that, becauſe God does not 44% 
linder the commiſſion of fin, ** it would non- p 
all the ſagacity of man, ſhould we attempt clear 
„to ſhew wherein the difference lies,” betweli 
God's permitting fin, and his 4e gh or decrecinfif 
fin; or [to ſpeak with more candour] betweal 
God's placing free-agents in a ſtate of probatio 
with a ſtri&t charge not to fin, and between his be 
ing the author of ſin. Is not this a "ff maſter 
* Vindication of the decrees and providence: of Gd; 
ſuppoſing you mean by ged, the „n- begeiting deit 
worſhipped by the Manichees ? This ar:tinomi; 
blow at the root of divine holineſs is dangerous: 
mall therefore ward it off by various anſwers. 

(1) When God placed man in paradiſe, far fro: 
permitting him to fin, he fri&ly forbad him to do 
Is it right then in Mr. T. to call God the Permit! 
« of fin,” when the ſcriptures repreſent him as 4 
For bidder of it? Nay is it not very wrong to po 
ſhame upon the holineſs of God, and abſurdity up 
on the reaſon of man, by making a calviniſtic wor! 
believe, that forbidding and threatening is one and t 
ſame thing with permitting and giving leaves or 
leaſt, that the difference is fo trifling, that all i 
« ſapacity of man will find it extremely difficult, 
4% to ſay impoſſible, clearly to point it out ?” 

(2) I pretend to a very little ſhare of all the ſag 
5 7 man; and yet, without being non-plus'd 1 
all, I hope to ſhew by the following illuſtration, thi 
there is a prodigious difference between xnoT H1) 
DERING, and DESIGN, in the eaſe of the enterio 
in of fin. A gene! 
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A general wants to try the faithfulneſs of his ſol- 
rs, that he may REWARD thoſe who wiLL fight, 
Sd »UNnisH thoſe who wilL go over to the enemy: 
ren order to Dis PLA, before all the army, his love 


leſlel bravery, his hatred of cowardice, his remunera- 
vole goodneſs, and his impartial juſtice, To this 
cn d, he iſſues out a proclamation, importing that 

the volunteers, who ſhall gallantly keep the feld 


ſuch an important 3 ſhall be made 
lea ptains; and that all thoſe who ſhall go over to 
Sc enemy, ſhall be ſhot. I ſuppoſe him. endued 
rein infinite wiſdom, knowledge, and power. By 
co. es nigen he ſees that ſome wiL deſert: by 
anmipetence he couLD indeed hinder them from 
ing it: for he couLD chain them all to ſo many 
ter ts tuck in the ground around their colours: but 
„lite auiſdom does not permit him to do it; as 
would be a piece of madneſs in him, to defeat 
y forcible means his deſign of trying the courage 
his ſoldiers, in order to REWARD and PUN1SH 
zem according to their gallant or cowardly beha- 
our in the- field, And therefore, though he is 
erſuaded that many will be ſhot, he puts his pro- 
amation in force; becauſe, upon the whole, it 
ill beſt anſwer his wiſe deſigns, However, as he 
des not dere, much leſs defign, that any of his 
Idiers ſhould be ſhot for deſertion, he does what 
is wiſdom permits him to do to prevent their going 
er tothe enemy ; and yet, for the abovementioned 
aſon, he does not abolath hinder them from doing 
Now, in ſuch a caſe, who does not ſee that the 
ference between not ab/olutely hindering and deſign- 
g. is as diſcernible as the difference between reaſon 
ad folly or between wi/dom, and wickedneſs ? By 
ch dangerous inſinuations as that, which this 
luſtration expoſes, the ſimple are imperceptibly led 
> confound Chrif and Belial; and to think, that 
ere is /ittle difference between the celeſtial Parent of 
od, and the Manichean Parent of goed and evil ;— 
E 2 the 
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the Jauus of the fataliſts, who wears two faces, al 
angel's face, and a devil's face; a mongrel, im- 
ginary god this, whoſe fancied ways are, like his 

ncied nature, full of 4uplicity. 1 
(3) To the preceding illuſtration I beg leave to 
add the following argument. No unprejudiced per. 
ſon will, I hope, reſuſe his aſſent to the truth of ſn 
this propoſition. A world, wherein there are ® «- 
TIONAL free agents, like angels and men ;—1 IR NA 
TIONAL free-agents, like dogs and horſes ;—n e ces 
9ARY agents, like plants and trees ;=and DEA 
matter, like ſtones and clods of earth. — Such a world, 
I ſay, is as much ſuperior in perfection to a world, i 
where there are only aecgſſiry agents; and dead mat 
ter; as a place inhabited by learned men and curicu 
beaftr, contains more wonders than one, which 118i 
only ſtocked with fre flowers and curious flones. H 
this is granted, it neceſſarily follows, that 2/ 
world was the moſt perſect which God could create, 
to diſplay his INFINITI porver and MaxiFolvl 
4wwi/dom.— Now, in the very nature of things, Ra- 
' *** *®*F1ONAL FREE-AGENTS, being capable of knowing 
their Creator, owe to him gratitude and obedience; 
and to one another, aſſiſtance and love; and there. 
fore they are under a Jaw, which [as FREE-AGENTS] 
they may #eep or break, as they pleaſe. 
« But, could not God NECESSITATE FREE- 
« AGENTS to keep the law they are under?“ 
Yes, ſays Calviniſm, for he is endued with 7infinir 
power : but ſcripture, good ſenſe, and matter 0 
fat, ſay No: —— although God is endued 
with infinite powwer, he is alſo endued with ix PIN ITI 
wispoM. And it would be as abſurd to R EAT 
FREE-AGENTS in order te NECESSITATE them, 3 
to do a thing in order to unde it. Beſides [I repeat ii 
God's diftributive juſtice could never be diſplayed, 
nor could free obedience be paid by rationals, andy 
crowned by the Rewarder and Judge of all the earth, 
unleſs rationals were PR EE-wi//ing creatures. And 
therefore, 
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herefore, the moment you abſolutely nECESSITATE 
hem, you deſtroy them as FREE-agents, and you 
ob God of two of his moſt glorious titles, that of 
N EwARD ER, and that of fue. Thus we ac- 
ount for the origin of evil in a ſcriptural and ra- 
tional manner, without the help of Fataliſm, Mani- 
heiſm, or Calviniſm. Mr. Toplady replies: 

ArG. XXXI. [Page 44, 45-] * Oh, but God 
( himſelf is a ra EE- agent, though his will is Ne- 

 c:sSaR1LY, wnchangeably, and fingly determined 
(to good, and to coop oNLY. So are the elect 
« angels. So are the gloritied ſouls of ſaints de- 
«parted, &c. and ſo might Adam have been, had 
« God pleaſed to have ſo created him.” 
This is the grand objection of Preſident Edwards, 
which I have anſwered 1n the Scripture-Scales, p. 278, 
&c. I ſhall however make here a few remarks upon 
it, — (1) If ** God worketh all things, &c. even 
© WICKEDNESS in the wicked,” as the conſiſtent 
predeſtinarians directly or indirectly tell us; it is 
abſurd in them to plead, that he is s1nGLY deter- 
mined to good, and to Goo ONLY for every body 
knows that the god of Manes is full of duplicity; 
having an evil principle, which ab/olutely predeftinates, 
and cauſes all the wicKEDnEss ; and a good prin- 
ciple, which ab/olutely predefiinates and cauſes all the 
VIRTUE in theworld, As for the God of chriſtians, 
he is not ſo neceſſitatad to do that which is good, but 
he might, Ir HE wOULD, do the moſt aſtoniſhing 
act of injuſtice and barbarity : for he might, be 
would, abſolutely doom myriads of unborn infants 
to remedileſs wickedneſs and everlaſting fire, before 
they have deſerved this dreadful doom, ſo much as by 
the awkward motion of their little finger. Nor need 
T tell Mr. Toplady this, who believes, that God has 
actually done fo. | 
(a2) God is not in a ſtate of probation under a ſupe- 
rior Being, who calls himſelf the Rewarder, and who 
lays, Vengeance is mine, Tags J will repay : nor 9 
a 3 : 


{0:3 | 
he ever be tried by one who will judicially render ai 
him according to what he hath done, whether it li 
©00D or BAD. | 

(3) If faithful angels are unchangeably fixed in 
virtue, and unfaithful angels in vice, the fixean;ii 
of their nature is the conſequence of the good or b 


* 


uſe, which they have made of their berry; and 
therefore their confirmation in good, or in evi, flo 
from a JUDICIAL ele&ion or reprobation, which di- 
plays the aifributive juſtice of their Judge, Re-. 
warder, and Avenger. 

(4) Nothing can be more abſurd than to couple 
abſolute neceffity with moral free-agency. Angels and 
glorified ſouls are nece//itated to ſerve God and love 
one another, as a good man is nece//itated not toi 
murder the king, and not to blow his own brain 
out. Such a rece//ity is far from being ab/olute : for, 
if a good man would, he might gradually overcome 
his reluctance to the greateſt crimes. Thus David, 
who was, no doubt, as chaſte and loving once as 
Joſeph, overcame his ſtrong averſion to adultery and 
murder, 

Should it be ſaid, What? Car glorified ſaints and 
angels fall away? I reply: they will never fall 
away, becauſe they are called oft the ſtage of pre- 
bation, ſtand far above the reach of temptation, and 
have HENCEFORTH crowns of righteouſneſs laid uf 
for them, which the Lord, the RIGHTEOUS JUDGE, 
Hall give them at that day. Ia the mean time, he 
reft from their | probatory] labeurs, and their werk: 
follow them. But ſtill, in the nature of things, 
they are as able to diſobey, as Jeſepb was to com mit 
adultery, had he ſet his heart upon it: for, if they 
had zo i 61 of diſobeying, they would have 1 
capacity of obeying, in the MORAL ſenſe of the word: 
their obedience would be as necgſſary, and as far 
from morality, as the paſſive obedience of a leaden 
ball, which you drop, with an abſurd command to 

end towards the centre, If I am not miſtaken, theſe 
anſwerz 
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ſwers fully ſet aſide Mr. T.'s argument taken from 
e NECESSARY goodneſs of God, angels, and glo- 
ted ſaints. 
Ax. XXXII. [Page 45.] ** God 7s, and cannot 
but be, inviolably ;u/f, amidſt all the ſufferings 
of fallen angels and fallen men, involuntary be- 
ings as they are. And he will continue to be 
jujt in all they are yet to ſuffer.” —That God 7s, 
d avill be, juſt, in all that fallen angels and men 
oe ſuffered, and may yet ſuffer, is moſt true, be- 
Wc they are vOLUNTARY Beings [Mr. Toplady 
vs, © INVOLUNTARY Beings” |] and FREE-agents 
Ar. Toplady would ſay, neEceEssaryY an who 
r/onally deſerve what they ſuffer; or who, if they 
ffer without per/onal offence, as infants do, have 
Chriſt a rich cordial, and an efficacious remedy, 
hich will cauſe their temporary ſufferings to anſwer 
all eternity the moſt admirable ends for themſelves, 
they do not reject God's gracious, caſtigatory, 
robatory, or purificatory counfels towards them, 
hen they come to ACT as free-agents, But that 
od i and will be jzusT in abſolutely ordaining 
* involuntary beings” to fin and be damned, is what 
as not yet been proved by one argument which can 
dear the light. However, Mr. 'Toplady, with the 


onfidence which ſuits his peculiar logic, concludes 
is part of his ſubject by the following triumphal 
; £, cclamation: 
hey ARG. XXXIII. [14id.] “ And if fo, what Le- 


hennes of the objection to God's decree of preterition'? 
a ſoft word for ab/clute reprobation to remedileſs fin 
nd eternal death,] ** drawn from the article I A- 
jusricz?“ 

Why it ſtands in full force, notwithſtanding all 
rd: Die arguments which have yet been produced. Nay, 
far Wie way to ſhew that an objection is wnanſwwerable, 
den to anſwer it, as Mr, Toplady has done; that 1s, 
y producing arguments which equally ſhock reaſon 
nd conſcience, and which are crowned with this 


new 
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heſe 
vers 
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new paradox: ** fallen angels, and fallen nen, an 
4% INVOLUNTARY Beings.” $0 that the laſt ſub 
terfuge of moderate Calviniſts is ow given up, 4 
For when they try to vindicate God's ju/ffice, with 
reſpect to the damnation of their imaginary repro 
bates, they ſay, that the poor creatures are damned 
as voluntary agents. But Mr. Toplady informs u 
that they are damned as zzvo/untary Beings,” than 
is, as excu/able Beings :=and might I not add, un 
finle/s Beings? For — ſpeaking] is nl 
8 that an #veluntary Being ſhould be /» full 

hy is the murderer's ſword /nie/s ? Why is the 
candle, by which an incendiary fires your houſe, a 
innocent flame? Is it not becauſe they are inwo/untar il 
Beings, or mere tools uſed by other Beings? A can 
accidentally falls upon you, and you inwvoluntariz 
fall upon a child, who is killed upon the ſpot. Th 
father of the child wants you hanged as a murderer: 
but the judge pronounces you perfectly guiltleſs, 
Why? Truly becauſe you was in that caſe, an ir 
voluntary Being as well as the cart. When there. 
fore Mr. Toplady aſſerts that we are INVOLUNTARY 
Beings, and infinuates that God is jaſ in abſolutely 
predeſtinating us to fin neceſſarily, and to be damn 
eternally, he proves abJurdum per abſurdius—injuſ/tun 
per injuſtius—crudele per crudelius., In a word, he 
gives a finiſhing ſtroke to God's iuſtice; and his pre- 
tended ©* wingication”? of that tremendous attribute 
proves, if I may uſe his own expreſſion, a public, 
though [I am perſuaded] an undefigned ** defam- 
5 tion” of it. | 
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TRCTION' 
„ anſwer to the arguments, by which Mr. Toplady 


endeavours to reconcile calvinian REPROBATION 
avith divine MERCY, . 


F it is impoſlible to reconcile calvinian reproba- 
tion with divine juſtice, how much more with 
vine MERCY ! This is however the difficult taſk 
hich Mr, T. ſets about next, Conſider we his ar- 
> uments, 

= Arc. XXXIV. [Page 45.] “ As God's forbear- 
© ing to create more worlds than he has, is no im- 
* peachment of his omnipotence : ſo his forbearing 
to /ave as many as he might, is no impeachment 
* of his infinite mercy.” —The capital flaw of this 
argument conſiſts in ſubſtituting ſtill the phraſe 
not ſaving,” for the phraſe ab/olutely reprobatin 
o remedileſs ſin and everlaſting burnings. The dif, 
erence between theſe phraſes, which Mr. Toplady 
ſes as equivalent, is prodigious. No body ever 
ireamt that God is wnmerciful becauſe he does not 
ake ſtones into heaven, or becauſe he does not ſave 
very pebble from its opacity, by making it tran- 
parent and glorious as a diamond); for pebbles ſuffer 
nothing by being paſſed by, and not ſaved into ada- 
mantine glory, But, if God made every pebble an 
organiſed, living body, capable of the keeneſt ſen- 
ſations; and if he appointed, that moſt of theſe 
* involuntary [ſenfible] beings,” ſhould be abſo- 
lutely opaque, and ſhould be caſt into a lime-kiln, 
there to endure everlaſting burnings, for not having 
the tranſparency, which he decreed they ſhould never - 
have; would it not be impoſſible to reconcile his 
conduct to the loweſt idea we can form even of Bon- 
ner's mercy ? 


Having 
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Having thus pointed out the ſandy foundation of 
Mr. Toplady's argument, I ſhall expoſe its abſurW 
dity by a ſimilar way of arguing. I am to prov 
that the king may without impeachment of his mer 
put the greateſt part of his ſoldiers in ſuch trying cir- 
cumſtances as ſhall zece/itate them to deſert, and be 
ſhot for deſertion. To do this, I learn logic of Mr, 
T. and ſay, ** As the king's forbearing to creat 
«© more lords than he has, is no impeachment off 
* his unlimited right of peerage ; ſo his forbearing 
to raiſe as many ſoldiers as he might is no im- 
«c peachment of his great mercy.” So far the ar. 

ument is concluſive. But if by act rai/ing ſoldien 

artfully mean abſolutely appointing and neceſſitatingfi 
them to deſert and be ſhot, I vindicate the king! 
mercy as logically, as Mr. T. vindicates the mer 
of Manes” god. 

Are. XXXV. [Page 46.] ** If therefore ti 
4 decree of” [calvinian] ** reprobation be exploded, 
* on account of its imaginary incompatibility wi 
« divine mercy, we muſt, upon the ſame principle, 
9 God with want of goodneſs in almolſ 
* every part of his relative —— this dark 
argument is brought to the /igh/, it will read thus: 
God is i»fizitely good in himſelf, though he Init 
© the exerciſe of is goodneſs in not — ſo 
* many Beings as he might, and in not making them 
© all.ſo glorious as he could; and therefore he is i» 
* finitely merciful, though he ab/olutely appoints million 
* of unborn creatures to remedileſs fin and ever- 
* laſting fire.” But what has the conclufon to do 
with the premi/e ? What would Mr. T. think of me, 
if I preſented the public with the following ſopb- 
iſm ? No body can reaſonably charge the king 
with want of goodneſs, for not enriching and en- 
© nobling every body: and therefore, no body can 
© reaſonably charge him with want of mercy, fot 
decreeing, that ſo many of his new-born ſubjech 
* ſhall zece/arily be trained up in abſolute rebellion, 
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hat he may legally throw them into a fiery fur- 
lace, for nece/arily fulfilling his abſolute decree 
oncerning their rebellion.” Nevertheleſs, this ab- 
d argument contains juſt as much truth, and 
rey, as that of Mr. To lady. 
Ac. XXXVI. C14 « There is no way 
of ſolidly, &c. juſtifying the ways of God with 
men, but upon this grand Datum, That the ex- 
erciſe of his own infinite mercy, 1s regulated by 
the voluntary determination of his own moſt wiſe 
and ſovereign pleaſure. Allow but this rational, 
ſcriptural, &c. propoſition, and every cavil, 
grounded on the chimerical unmercifulneſs of 
non- election ceaſes even to be plauſible.” —The 
fe of this argument conſiſts alſo in covering the 
of Calviniſm, and in ſuppoſing, that calvi- 
ao son-election is a bare non-exertion of a peculiar 
Wy diſplayed towards ſome ; whereas it is a poſi- 
e act of barbarity. We readily grant that God 
infinitely merciful, though his infinite wiſdom, 
th, and juſtice do not ſuffer him to ſhew the ſame 
rey to all, which he does to /ome. But it is ab- 
rd to ſuppoſe, that, becaufe he is not bound to 
- mercy to all thoſe, who have perſonally and un- 
e/arily offended him [or indeed to any one of 
em] he may eso injuſtice and cruelty to unborn 
zatures, who never per/onally offended him ſo much 
by one wandering thought, and he may ab/olutely 
om myriads of them to ii without remedy, and 
be damned without fail. | 
Ak. XXXVII. [Page 48.] After all his pleas, 
ſhew that God can, without impeachment of his 
lineſs, juſtice, and mercy, abſolutely appoint his 
born creatures to remedileſs wickedneſs and ever- 
ſing torments; Mr. Toplady relents, and ſeems 
little aſhamed of calvinian reprobation. He tells 
that Reprobation is, for the moſt part, ſome- 
thing purely negative, and ©* has, fo far as God 
is concerned, more in it of negation than poſitivity.” 
| But 


1 

But Mr. Toplady knows that the unavoidable 269 
of abſolute reprobation is DAMNAT10N, and d 
the MEANS conducive to this fearful end, is u 
avoidable ewickedne/s; and he has already tq 
us, p. 17, that“ God's own decree SECURES {| 
„ MEANS ns evell as the ends, and ACCOMPLISH; 
ce the END by the means.” Now SECURING at 
ACCOMPLISHING a thing, is ſomething AL Todt 
THER POSITIVE, Hence it is, that, p. 83, M 
T. calls the decrees by which the reprobates 
not only permi/ive, but EFFECTIVE; and tel 
us, p. 77, that“ God EFFICACIOUSLY permittei 
horrible wickedneſs. And herein he exactly follo 
Calvin, who, in his Comment on Rom. ix. 18, fa 
« [ndurandi verbum, quum Deo in ſcripturis tribe 
« itur non ſolum permiſſiouem (ut volunt dijuti q 
% dam moderatores) ſed divinæ quoque iræ 4079 
4 ER fignificat.”—** The avord HARDEN, <A 
10 it is attributed to God in ſcripiure, means not u 
« PERMISSION, [as ſome waſhy, compromiſing 4 
« vines weuld have it | but it ſignifies alſo the ACT10 
6 of 'divinenvrrath.” 
- Beſides, ſomething »egatiwve amounts, in a thai 
ſand caſes, to ſomething po/itive. A general, 
example, denies gun-powder to ſome of his ſoldie 
to whom he owes a grudge ; he hangs them for » 
firing, and then exculpates himſelf by ſaying, * N 
not giving them powder was ** a thing purely nt 
4% GATIVE.” I did nothing to them to hind: 
them from firing : on the contrary, I bad the 
« fire away.” This is exactly the caſe with the M 
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nichean god and his imaginary reprobates. It 
bids them repent or periſh—believe or be damned th 
do good works or depart into everlaſting fire. A de 


yet, all the while, he keeps from them every dm 
of true grace, whereby they might ſavingly repen 
believe, and obey. Is it not ſurpriſing that ſo man 
of our goſpel-· miniſters ſhould call preaching ach 
doctrine, preaching THE GOSPEL, and EXALTIN 


Chriſt /—-But Mr. Toplady replies: F 
my 70 
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Arc, XXXVIII. [Page 48.] © If I am acquainted 
with an indigent neighbour, and have it in my 
power to enrich him, but do it nxt; am I the 
author of that man's poverty, only for reſolving 
to permit him, and for actually permitting * him, 
to continue poor? Am | blameable for his poverty, 
becauſe I do not give him the utmoſt I am able? 
Similar 1s the cals now in debate. Ever ſince the 
fall of Adam mankind are by nature ſpiritually 
poor.“ Mr. T. 


—_ 


* Not unlike this argument is that of the Letter- 
riter, on whom 1 have already beſtowed a note, 
. II. | 
« Divine juſtice | /ays he, p. 4, 5.] could not con- 
demn, till the law was broken.” — True: but 
lvinian Free-wrath reprobated from all eternity, 
d conſequently before the law was either broken or 
ven.—** Therefore condemnation did not take place 
before a law was given and broken.” — This au- 
or trifles; for, if calvinian reprobation took place 
fore the creation of Adam, and if it neceſſarily 
aws after it the uninterrupted breach of the Jaw, 
d the condemnation conſequent upon that breach, 
lvinian reprobation differs no more from everlaſt- 
g damnation, than condemning and neceſſitating a 
an to commit murder, that he may infallibly be 
nged, differs from condemning him to be hanged. 
But,“ ſuppoſe that out of twenty found guilty, 
tus Majeſty King George ſhould pardon ten, he 
1s not the cauſe of the other ten being executed. 
It was his clemency that pardoned any : it was 
their breaking the laws of the kingdom that con- 
demned them, and not his Majeſty.” Indeed it 
is his Majeſty who condemned them, if in order 
do it without fail, he made (1) Efficacious and 
eſiſtible decrees of the means, that they ſhould 
ceſſarily and unavoidably be guilty of robbery ; 
d (2) Efficacious and irrefiſtible decrees of the 
, that they ſhould unavoidably be condemned for 
F their 


1 BE 
Mr. T. is greatly miſtaken when he ſays, « i 
** MILAR ii the caſe now in debate.” To ſhow iff 
it is entirely aifimilar, we need only make his 
tial illuſtration ſtand fairly “ por its logs.” If | 
| kW 
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meme 


their neceſſitated rrimes, and inevitable git. IM 
chain by which the god of Manes and Calvin dr 

r reprobates to hell, has three capital link 
the firſt is Alſalue, unconditional reprobation ; 
ſecond is neceſſary, remedilc/s fin ; and the third 
£nſared, eternal damnation. Now although the id 
link intervenes between the r and the /af li 
it is only as a neceſſary connexion between the 
for ſays Mr. Toplady [p. 17.] “ God's own dec 
„ SECURES the means as well as the end, and 
„ COMPLISHES the end BY THE MEANS.“ Till 
is, [when this doctrine is applied to the preſent cal 
The firſt link, which is calvinian reprobation, du 
the middle diabolical link, which is remeadiliſs aui 
edneſs, as well as the laſt link which is »fernal i 
finiſhed damnation, Thus Calvin's god * ACC0 
„ PLISHES” danination by means of /in; or, if 
pleaſe, he draws the third link by means of the 
cond. Who can conſider this and not wonder att 
prejudice of the Letter-Writer, who boldly affn 
that, upon the calvinian ſcheme, God is no m 
the author and cauſe of the damnation of the rep 
' bates, than the king is the cauſe of the condem 
tion of the criminals whom he does not pars 
For my part, the more I conſider Calviniſm, | 
more I ſee, that the decree of abſolute reprobatic 
'which is inſeparable from the decree of abſol 
election, repreſents God as the ſure author of 8 
in order to repreſent him as the /are author of 04 
' NATION. The horrible myſtery of a 4elute re 
bation, neceſſary fin, and enſured damnation, is notk 
eſſential to Calviniſm, than the glorious myſter) 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is eſſential to Chriſtiani 
and yet, Calviniſm is“ the Goſpel! — the dodn 
„ Grace!" © 
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ww that your neighbour, who is an induſtrious 
int of yours, muſt work or break; and if, in. 
er to make him brea#, according to your decree 
THE END, you make a decree of THE MEANS— 
efficacious decree, that his cattle ſhall die, that 
plow ſhall be ſtolen, that he ſhall fall ſick, and 
t no body ſhall help him; I boldly ſay, You are 
he author of that man's poverty.” — And if, w hen 
have reduced him to ſordid want, and have, by 
s means, clothed his numerous family with fi/:by 
%, you make another efficacious, ab/olute decree, 
t a majority of his children ſhall never have a 
dd garment, and that at whatſoever time the con- 
ble ſhall find them with the only ragged cot, 
ich their bankrupt father could afford to give 
em, they ſhall all be ſent to the houſe of correc- 
n, and ſeverely whipt there, merely for not having 
a certain coat, which you took care they ſhould 
ver have; and for wearing the {thy rags, which 
u decreed they ſhould ncce/arily wear; you ſhow 
urſelf as mercileſs to the poor man's children, as 
ſhewed yourſelf /[-na/ured to the poor man 
mſelf. To prove that 257, is a juſt tate of the 
ſe, if the doctrine of abſolute predeſtination is 
e, I refer the reader to Section II. where he will 
d Calviniſm ox 178 LEGS. 
Upon the whole, if 1 miſtake not, it is evident 
at the arguments by which Mr. Toplady endea- 
urs to reconcile cabinian reprobation with divine 
rey, are as inconcluſive as thoſe, by which he tries 
reconcile it with divine ju/tice ; both ſorts of ar- 
ments drawing all their plauſibility from the {ill 
ith which Logica Gene venſis tucks up the /eft leg of 
alviniſm, or covers it with deceitful buſkins, which 
e called by a variety of deluſive names, ſuch as 
wing by, not electing, not owing ſalvation, limiting 
e diſplay of goodneſs, not extending mercy infinitely, 
r exriching, &c, juſt as if all theſe phraſes toge- 
er conveyed one juſt idea of calvinian reprobation, 
F 2 which 
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which is an abhelute, unconditional dooming of wyrial 
of unborn creatures, to live and die in mece/a 
remedileſs wickedneſs, and then to depart into evi 
laſting fire, merely becauſe Adam, according to di 
vine predeſtination, neceſſarily finned ; obedieni 
fulfilling God's abſolute, irreverfible, and ef 
cious decree of the means [s1N]. An antinomi 
decree this, by which, if Calviniſm is true, 6 
ſecured and accompliſhed the decree of the end, that i 
THE REMEDILESS SIN AND ETERNAL DA?! xi. 
TION OF THE REPROBATE: for, ſays Mr. TW 
Ip. 17-] “ God's own decree SECURES the Mea 
«© as well as the END, and ACCOMPLISHES He 
4% by the MEANS.“ 2 

And now, candid Reader, ſay if Mr. T. did nl 
act with a degree of partiality, when he called la 
book 4 VinpicaTion Ff Ge Decrees, &. fr 
the DzFamMaTIONs of Mr. Weſley; — and if! 
could not, with greater propriety, have called i 
An unſcriptaral and illogical Vindication of the no 
BLE DECREE, from the ſcriptural and rational ext 
tions made againſt it by Mr. Weſiey. 
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SECTION VI. 


whew of the SCRIPTURE-PROOFS by which Mr. T. 
attempts to demonſtrate the truth. of calvinian repro- 
bation. 5 


HAT the old and new teſtament hold forth a 
| partial REPROBATION of diſtinguiſhing grace, 
dan impartial REFROBATION of retributive juſtice, 
a capital truth of the goſpel. One of the leading 
We ors of the Calviniſts conſiſts in confounding theſe 
Wo reprobations, and the elections which they draw. 
Wer them. By the impetucus blaſt of prejudice, 
Wd the fire of a heated imagination, modern Aarons 


7 It he PARTIAL election of grace and the IMPAR- 
i aL eleZion of juſtice ; and, caſing them in the 
i ould of confi/fon, they make their one partial elec- 


n of unſcriptural, neceſſitating, antinomian F ER“ 
RACE, to which they are obliged to oppoſe their 
e partial reprobation of necethitating, Manichean 
REE-WRATH. Now, as the ſcriptures frequently 
eak of the HARMLESS REPROBATION of grace, 
d of the AWFUL REPROBATION of juſtice, it 
ould be ſurpriſing indeed, if, out of ſo large a 
dok as the Bible, Logica Geneven/is could nöt ex- 
act a few paſſages, which by bring wreſted from 
e context, — miſapplied according to art, cem 
favour calvinian reprobation. Such paſſages are 
oduced in the following pages. 

And. XXXIX. [Page 49-] After tranſcribing 
om. ix. 20—23, Mr. Toplady ſays, © Now, are 
theſe the words of ſcripture, or are they not? If 
not, prove the forgery. If they be, you cannot 
fight againſt reprobation, without fighting againſt 
F 3 % God.” 
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* God.” —Far from fighting againſt /eripzure-rep 
bation, we maintain, as St. Paul does in Rom. ix. 
(1) That God has an abſolute right 6RaTvurToVs. 
to call whom he pleaſes to either of his two grani 
covenants of peculiarity ¶ Judaiſin and Chriſtianity] 
and GRATVITOUSLY 70 reprobate whom he will 
from the bleflings peculiar to theſe covenants ; lea 
ing as many nations and individuals as he thinks fi 
under the general bleſſings of the gracious covenan 
which he made with reprieved Adam, and wid 
{pared Noah.—(2) We aſſert, that God has an in 
dubitable right zupiciaLLY to reprobate obſtinat 
unbelievers, under all the diſpenſations of his grace 
and to appoint, that [as ſtubborn unbelievers ] then 
ſhall be vel of wrath fitted for deſtruction by thei 
own unbelief, and not by God's free wrath. 'Th 
is all the reprobation which St. Paul contends for i 
Rom. ix. See Scales, Set. xi, where Mr. 'T.'s ob 
jection is anſwered at large. Therefore, with one 
hand, we defend ſcripture-reprobation ; and with tia 
other, we attack calvinian-reprobation ; maintairi . 
that the /cripture-reprobation of grace, and of jufi AP 
are as different from calvinian, damning reprobz 
tion, as appointing a ſoldier to continue a ſoldie iP: 
and not to be a captain, or appointing a wilful dt 
ſerter to be ſhot, is different from appointing a {6 
dier neceſſarily to deſert, that he may unavoidabl 
be ſhot for deſertion. | 

Having thus vindicated the godly reprobation main 
tained by St. Paul, from the * l 
Mr. Toplady, we point at all the paſſages which wt 
have produced in the Scripture-/cales in defence 6 
the DOCTRINES OF JUSTICE, the CONDIT1ONA 
LITY of the reward of the inheritance, and the r x: 1c 
pox of the will. And, retorting Mr. T.'s argu 
ment, we ſay, ** Now, are thoſe the words cf ſcri 
« ture, or are they not? If not, prove the forger) 
If they be, you cannot fight againſt” [the cond 
gonal] *©* reprobation” [which we defend} ** wit. 
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hut fighting againſt God.” —You cannot fight for 
inian reprobation,. without fighting for free- 
th and the evil-principled deity worſhipped by the 
nichees. ; 
Ac. XL. [Page 51.] Mr. T. ſupports ab/elute re- 
bation by quoting 1 Sam. ii. 25. They [the ſons 
of Eli] hearkened not to the woice of their father, 
becauſe the Lord would flay them, 1 Sam. ii. 25.” 
Here we are given to underſtand, that, by the 
ree of the means, the Lord ſecured the diſobe- 
nce of theſe wicked men, in order to accompliſh 
decree of the end, that is, their abſolute de- 
ction. 
o this truly calvinian inſinuation we anſwer, (1) 
e ſons of Eli, who had turned the tabernacle into 
houſe of ill fame, and a den of thieves, had per- 
ally deſerved a judicial reprobation: God therefore 
Id iy give them up to a reprobate mind, in 
ſequence of thcir perfonal, avoidable, repeated 
d aggravated crimes.— (2) The word Alling does 
t here neceſſarily imply eternal damnation. The 
rd tilled, by a lion, the man of God from Judah, 
We having ſtopped in Bethe] :—he Le Nadab and 
bin for offering ſtrange fire: — be #///ed the child of 
avid and Bathiheba :— he ,d many of the Co- 
ithians, for their irreverent partaking of the Lord's 
pper :—but the fin wnto [bodily] DEATH is not 
e fin unto eternal death; for St. Paul informs us, 
t the body is ſometimes given up to Satan for the 
fruction of the fleſh, that the ſpirit may be ſaved in 
day of the Lord, 1 Cor. v. 5.—(3) The Hebrew par- 
le „J, which is rendered in our tranſlation be- 


e, means alſo THEREFORE : and ſo our tran- 
tors themſelyes have rendered it after St. Paul, 
id the Septuagint, Pſ. cxvi. 10, J behiewed, 9, 
iD THEREFORE wwill I ſpeak ſee 2 Cor. iv. 13. 
they had done their part as well in tranſlating the 
re quoted by Mr. Toplady, the doctrines of free- 
ath would have gone propleſs; and we 1 

ve 
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have had theſe edifying words: they [the ſons of Eli 
\ heartened not to the voice of their father; «a «a 
THEREFORE the Lord quould them. Thus tial 
voluntary fin of free-agents would be repreſented ail 
the cauſe of their de/erved reprobation.; and not then 
undęſer ved reprobation, as the cauſe of their neceſa 
fin. See SeR. Il. 

ArG. XLI. [Page 51.] Mr. T. tries to prove al 
ſolute reprobation by quoting theſe words of ou 
Lord, Then Capernaum, which art exalted to heave 
«© ſhalt be breught down to hell; for if the mig 
© avorks, which have Leen done in thee, had been du 
© in Sodom, it would” [or might] *© have remain 
& unte this day.” f 

This paſſage, if Jam not miſtaken, is nothi 
but a ſtrong exps/tulation and reprocf, admirably cali 
culated to —— the unbelief, and alarm the feu 
of the Capernaites. Suppoſe | had an enemy, who 
obſtinate hatred had reſiſted for years the conſtan 
tokens of my love; and ſuppoſe I ſaid to him, You 
* obduracy is aſtoniſhing : if I had ſhewn to th 
« fierceſt tiger the kindneſs which I have ſhewn you 
I could have melted the ſavage beaſt into love; 
would it be right, from ſuch a figurative ſuppeſitiu 
to conclude that I ab/olutely believed, I could han 
tamed the fierceſt tiger? * 

But this paſſage taken in a literal ſenſe, far ſron 
proving the abſolute reprobation of Sodom, demon 
ſtrates that Sodom was never reprobated in the calvi 
nian ſenſe of the word: for if it had been ab/c/ute) 
reprobated from all eternity, no works done in he 
by Chriſt and his apoſtles, could have overcome! 
unbelief: but our Lord obſerves, that her Rrong un 
belief could have been overcome by the extraordinarily * 
means of faith, which could not conquer the unbe 
lief of Capernaum: Mr. T. goes on: In! 

Ax. XLII. [ 75d. But though God knew, th 
« citizens of Sodom would” [or might} © have rr" 


«« formed their conduct, had his providence mac 
| b 4% of 5 U 
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aſe of efe4ual” [Mr. T. ſhould fay of every 
dual] “ means to that end; till theſe effectual“ 
Ir. T. ſhould ſay, aLL theſe extraordinary and pe- 
iar]! “ means were not vouchſafed. True: be- 
ſe; according to the election of grace, God uſes 
means and more powerful means to convert 
| e cities, than he does to convert others : witneſs 
caſe of Niniveb, compared with that of Jericho. 
is is ſtrongly maintained in my Ey on the par- 
] reprobation of diſtinguiſhing grace, where this very 
ſage is produced. But ſtill we affirm two things: 
= Gd always uſes, means ſufficient, to demon- 
in atc, that his goodneſs, patience, and mercy, are 
er al! his works [though in different degrees ;] 
d to teſtify that he is unwilling that ſinners ſhould 
e; unleſs they have firſt obſtinately, and without 
an ceflity, refuſed to work out their own eternal al- 
ation with the talent of temporary ſalvation, which 
given to all, for the ſake of him whoſe /aving 
ou ace has appeared to all men, and who enlightens [in 
rious degrees] every man that comes into the wworld. 
) As the men of Sodom were not a&/olutely loff, 
hough they had but one talent of means, no more 
ere the men of Capernaum a4/o/xtely ſaved, though 
od favoured them with ſo many more talents of 
on eans, than he did the men of Sedom. Hence it 
pears, that Mr. T. has run upon the point of his 
mn ſword ; the paſſage, which he appeals to, pro- 
ing, that God does not work ſo irre/i/ibly upon 
ther Jews or Gentiles, as to ſecure his ABSOLUTE 
PPROBATION of ſome, and his ABSOLUTE RE= 
ROBATION of others. h 
Ak. XLII. [Page 52.] Mr. T. to prop up cal- 
inian reprobation, quotes theſe words of Chrift, 

FirL YE ur the meaſare of yaur fathers,” Mat. 
x11. 32; and he takes care to produce the words 
ILL YE UP, in capitals ; as if he would give us 
o underſtand, that Chriſt is extremely buſy in get- 
ing reprobates to fin and be damned. For my part, 

| as 
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as I believe that Chriſt never preached up / aY 
*vickedne/s, I am perſuaded that this expreſſion i 
nothing but a ſtrong, ironical reproef of fin, lik 
that in the Revelation, Let him that is unjuſt be uu 
_ fiill;—or that in the Goſpel, Sleep on now, and tai 
your reft —or that in the book of Eccleſiaſtes, 2 
Joice, O young man, in thy youth, and walk in 1 
ways of thy heart, &c. BUT Know, &c. I ſhudd 
when I conſider “ do&rines of grace,” ſo called 
which ſupport themſelves by repreſenting Chriſt as 
preacher of wickedneſs. Calviniſm may be con 
pared to that inſect, which feeds on putrifying car: 
caſſes, lights only upon real or apparent ſores, ani 
delights chiefly in the ſmell of corruption. If ther 
is a fault in our tranſlation, Calviniſm will paſs ove 
an hundred plain paſſages well-tranſlated, and wil 
eagerly light upon the error. Thus, p. 53 and 57, 
Mr. Toplady quotes, Being diſobedient whereunto ily 
avere appointed, 1 Pet. ii. 8. He had rather take i 
for granted, that the god of Manes a&/elutely pre 
deſtinates ſome people to be diſobedient, than to di 
the holy God the juſtice to admit this godly ſenk 
which the original bears, Being diſobedient, auben 
unto they have ſet, or, diſpoſed themſelues. See wi 
proofs, Scales p. 96, and p. 138. 
ARG. XLIV. [Page 52.] Mr. T. till pleading 
for the horrible decree of calvinian reprobatios, 
ſays, ** St. Matthew, if poſſible, expreſſes it flil 
more ſtrongly : it is given unto you to know the ny: 
© feeries of the kingdom of heaven ; but to them it i 
* NOT given, Mat. x11. 11.”—l anſwer; (1) I; 
by the myfteries of the kingdom of heaven, you ut 
derſtand the myſteries of CHRISTIANITY, It is ab 
furd to ſay, that all, who are not bleſſed with the 
knowledge of theſe myſteries, are calviniſtically . 
probated. This I demonſtrate by verſes 16, 17, anc 
by the parallel place in St. Luke: all things are «> 
livered to me of my Father : and na man knoweth able 


the Son is, but the Father ; and who the F ather is, bul 
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Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him. 
hat is, the myſtery of a relative perſonality of 
zer and Sen in the Godhead, has not been ex- 
ſly revealed to others, as I chuſe to reveal it to 
u my chriſtian friends :] and, [to ſhew that this 
s his meaning] he turned him unto his diſciples, and 
id privately, bleſſed are the eyes which ſee the things 
at ye ſee : for I tell you that many prophets [ſuch as 
muel, Iſaiah, Daniel, &c.] and lings [ſuch as 
avid, Solomon, Joſiah, Hezekiah, &c. St. Mat- 
es adds, and rigbteons men, ſuch as Noah, Abra- 
Wm, &c.] have: defired to ſee thaſe things which ye 
=, and have not fern them; and to hear the things 
ich ye hear, and habe not heard them, Luke x. 
23, Mat, xii. 17,-Is not Mr. T. exceſ- 
'ely fond of reprobating people to death, if he ſup- 
ſes, that, becauſe it was NOT G1VEN to thoſe 
ophets, kings, and righteous men, to know the myſte- 
e of the chriſtian diſpenſation, they were all ab- 
jutely doomed to fin on, and be damned ? | 
But (2) ſhould it be afferted, that, by the myſteries 
the kingdom, we are to underſtand here every de- 
ce of ſaving light, then the reprobation men- 
oned in Mat. xiii. 11, is not the partial reproba- 
on of grace, but the impartial reprobation of juftice : 
d, in this caſe, to appeal to this verſe in ſupport 
| a chimerical reprobation of free-wwrath, argues 
eat inattention to the context; for the wery next 
rie fixes the reaſon of the reprobation of the Jews, 
ho heard the goſpel of Chriſt without heing bene- 
ted by it; —a reaſon this, which ſaps the founda- 
on of ab/olute reprobation. But wnto them it is vor 
ven — for they are calviniſtically reprobated ! 
0,—Unto THEM it is NOT GIVEN : FOR he- 
er hath, to him ſhall be G1vgn, and he ſhall have 
ore abundance : but whoſoever hath not [to purpoſe} 
im him Hall be taken away, even that he hath, 
lat. xiii. 12. This ant -zalvinian ſenſe is ſtrongly 
onfirmed by our Lord's words two verſes below: 10 
2 THEM 
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THEM it i NOT GIVEN, &c. for this people's hy 
is waxed groſs : [note ; it 18 WAXED groſs, the 
fore it was not so GROS8S at firſt as it is now:] « 
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes T 
HAVE CLOSED ; leſt at any time they ſhould ſee wi 
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and ſhould und 
tand with their heart, and ſhould be converted, ani 
ſhould heal them. Mat. xiii. 15.— To produce then 
fore Mat. xiii. 11, as a Capital proof of calvini; 
reprobation, is as daring an impoſition upon ( 
credulity of the ſimple, as to produce Exodus » 
in defence. of adultery and murder. However, ud 
arguments will not only be ſwallowed down in 
neva as tolerable, but the author of P. O. will 
them up as moſt maſterly.” 

Arc. XLV. [Page 53.] Mr. T. concludes h 
- ſcriptnre-proofs of calvinian reprobation by the 
words : ©* now I leave it to the deciſion of any ut 
6s — capable man upon earth, whether 
10 not evident, from theſe paſlages, &c. that G 
« bath determined to leave ſome men to periſh in their ji 
and to be juſily puniſbed for them? In affirmin 
© which I only gave the ſcripture as I found it.“ 
That the ſcriptures produced by Mr. T. prove thi 
is true: we maintain it as well as he; and if h 
will impoſe no other reprobation upon us, we 3 
reatly to ſnak : hands with him. Nor needs he cal 
his book, More work for Mr. Veſſey, but 4 
conciliation wwith Mr. Weſtley : for, when we ſpeak 
of the reprobation of juſtice, we aſſert, that Gu 
% hath determined to leave ſome men | namely 
the wiſe and prudent in their own eyes, the prou! 
and diſobedient, who do deſpite to the ſpirit 0 
grace to the end of their day of ſalvation] 10 jt 
« riſh in their fins, and to be jUSTLY puniſhed fu 
„them. But, according to Mr. T.'s ſyſtem, the 
men left to periſh in their fins, are not the men whon 
the ſcriptures, which he has quoted, deſcribe ; but 
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fin, and to unavoidable, eternal damnation, long 
re they had an exiſtence in their mother's womb, 
in this caſe, we affirm, that their endleſs tor- 
ts can never be jus r: and of conſequence that 
calvinian reprobation of unborn men, which Mr. 
has tried to dreſs up in ſcripture phraſes, is as 
Wtrary to the ſcripture-reprobation of ſtubborn of- 
ern, as Herod's ordering the barbarous deſtruc- 
of the Holy Innocents, is different from his or- 
pg the righteous execution of bloody murderers. 
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SE C-TION vn. 


An anſwer to the arguments by which Mr. T. trin 
reconcile Caivini/m with the dearine of tle dy 
jutigment, and ABSOLUTE neceſſity with mos 


agency. 


HEY, who indire#ly ſet aſide the day of ju 
ment, do the cauſe of religion as much 
chief as they, who indirect ſet aſide the immort; 
of the foul. Mr. Weſley aſierts, that the Calvin 
are the men. His words are, On the prin 
of abſolute predeſtination, there can be no fu 
judgment: lt requires more pains than all n 
« upon earth, and all the devils in hell, will 
© be able to take, to reconcile the doctrine d 
[calvinian] “ reprobation, with the doctrine d 
% judgment-day.”— Mr. T. anſwers :; 
ARG. XLVI. [Page 82.] © The conſequence 
« falſe; for abſolute predeſtination is the very thi 
tc that renders the future judgment certain: 
& hath APPOINTED @ day in which he will judge! 
& auorld is righteouſne/s by the man whom be | 
© ORDAINED.” —if Mr. T. had put the words! 
RIGHTEOUSNESS in Capitals, inſtead of the vo 
APPOINTED and ORDAINED | which, he fon 
hopes, will convey the idea of the calvinian decitt 
he would have touched the knot of the difficult 
for the queſtion is not, Whether there wiLL 8! 
day of judgment; but, Whether, on the princi 
of abſolute predeſtination, there can BE a day 
judgment, conſiſtently with divine eguizy, Juli 
aviſdom, and ſincerity : and that there can, Mr.! 
attempts to prove by the following reaſoning. 


Ant 


1 
. XLVII. [Page 83.] “ The moſt flagrant 
inners fin voluntarily, notwithſtanding the inevi- 
able accompliſhment of God's effective and per- 
iſſive decrees. Now they, who fin voluntarily, 
are accountable and accountable ſinners are juai- 
cable; and if judicable, they are puniſhable.” 
Mr. T. has told us [p. 45.], that ** fallen men are 
involuntary Beings ;* and in this page he tells us, 
it they fin voluntarily. Now we, who never learned 
r. T.'s logic, cannot underſtand how involuntary 
| mgs can fin voluntarily. But, letting this con- 
adiction paſs, and granting that ſinners offend vo- 
tarily, I alk, Is their ail at liberty to chuſe other- 
ſe than it does, or is it not? If you ſay, it 
at liberty to chuſe otherwiſe than if does, you re- 
dunce nece//itating predeſtination, and you allow the 
dErine of free-will, which is the bulwark of the 
cond goſpel-axiom, and the ſcripture-engine which 
atters down calvinian reprobation: and, upon this 
riptural plan, it is moſt certain, that God can 
age the world in rigbteouſneſt, that is, in a manner 
hich reflects praiſe upon his eſſential zu/tice and 
iſdom. But if you inſinuate, that the will of 
nners is abſolutely bound by the efficacious pur- 
foes of heaven,” and by the efeftive decrees”? 
f him who ** avorketh all things in all men, and even 
wickedneſs in the wicked ;**—if you ſay, that God's 
ecree concerning every man 1s zrrever/ible, whether 
be a decree of abſolute election to life, or of ab- 
lute reprobation to death, ** Becauſe God's own 
* decree SECURES the MEANS as evell as the END, 
and ACCOMPLISHES the END by the MEANS,” 
. 17 or, which comes to the ſame thing, if you 


neßg ſert, that the reprobate always fin necgſſarily, hav- 
og no power, no liberty to ai righteouſneſs ; you 


anſwer like a conſiſtent Calviniſt, and pour ſhame, | 
olly, and unrighteouſneſs upon the tribunal, where 
riſt will judge the world in righteouſneſs, 


G 2 A juſt 


3 

A juſt illuſtration will convince the unprejudiꝗi 
reader, that this 1s really the caſe.— By the kin 
% EFFICACIOUS fermifion,” a certain ftrong n 
called Adam, binds the hands of a = char", ch 
dren behind their back with a chain of braſs, and 
ſtrong lock, of which the king himſelf keeps 
key. When the children are thus chained, the k 
commands them all, «por pain of death, to put ti 
hands upon their breaſt, and promiſes ample ll 
wards to thoſe who will do it. Now, as the Liag | 
abſolute, he paſſes by 700 of the bound childre 
and as he paſſes them by, he hangs about their nec 
a black flone, with this inſcription, ** Unconditi 
* reprobation to death: but being merciful too, 
graciouſly fixes his love upon the reſt of the ch 
dren, juſt 300 in number, and he ordains them 
finiſhed ſalvation by hanging about their neck: 
aobite flone, with this inſcription, ** Unconditi 
election to life.” And, that they may not mi 
their reward by non-performance of the above-me! 
tioned condition, he gives the key of the locks! 
another ſtrong man named Chrift, who, in a day 
Irreſiſtible power, looſes the hands of the 3oo ele 
children, and chains them upon their breaſt, 
ſtrongly as they were before chained behind thet 
back. When all the ele& are properly bound agr 
ably to orders, the king proceeds to Judge the chil 
dren according to their works, that is, according t 
their having put their hands behind their back, ( 
upon their 2770. In the mean time, a queſto 
ariſes in the court: can the king judge the childret 
concerning the poſition of their — without ren 
dering himſelf ridiculous? Can he wisELY II 
WARD the ele&t favourites with life according tt 
THEIR works, when he has abſolutely done the 
wardable work for them by the ftronger man ? And 
can he zusTLY PUN1SH the reprobate with eternu 
death, for not putting their hands upon their break; 


when the ſtrong man has, according to a royal de- 
cree, 
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e, abſolutely bound them behind their back ?— 
es, he can” [ſays a counſellor, who has learned 
tic in myſtic Geneva] * for the children have 
audi, notwithſtanding the inevitable accompliſh- 
ent of the king's EFFECTIVE and permiſſive de- 
rees now, Children who have hands, and do not 
Wplace them as they are bid, are accountable, and 
accountable children are judicable : and if judi- 
able, they are uniſbable. This argument would 
excellent, if the counſellor did not ſpeak of 
xds, which are ab/elutely tied. But it is not —_ 
e having hands, but the having hands FREE, whic 
akes us accountable for not placing them properly. 
Apply this plain obſervation to the caſe in hand, 
dd you will fee (1) That it is not barely the having 
will, but the having FREE-2uz/l, which conſtitutes 
accountable, judicable, and puniſhable :=(2) That, 
conſequence, Mr. Toplady's grand argument 1s 
inconcluſive as that of the counſe}lor :—(3) That 
th arguments are as contrary to good ſenſe, as the 
te of hands at liberty, is contrary to the ſtate of 
nds ab/olutely tied ;—as contrary to reaſon; as free- 
ill is contrary to a wwill ab/elutely bound — And (4) 
hat, of conſequence, the doctrine of the day of 
coment is as incompatible with calvinian predeſti- 
* as ſenſe with nonſenſe, and Chriſt with 
lial. 
However, if Mr, T. cannot carry his point by 
a/on, he will do it by ſcripture; and therefore he 
les ſuch an argument as this: we often read in 
e Bible, that there will be a day of judgment : we 
ten meet alſo in the Bible with the words muff, and 
ity ; and therefore, according to the Bible, the 
octrine of a day of judgment is conſiſtent with the 
octrine of the aB$0LUTE nece//ity of human ac- 
ons: juſt as if, in a thouſand cales, a degree of ne- 
ſity, or a muſt, were not as different from ab/elute 
eceſſity, as the want of an apartment in the king's 
alace is different from the aBs0LUTE wart of a 
G 3 room 
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room in any houſe in the kingdom. The abſurd 
of this argument will be better underſtood by coil 
dering the paſſages which Mr. T. produces to pro 
that when men do good or evil, God's ab/clute ii 
cree of predeſtination zece/itates them to do it. p 

Ax. XLVIII. [Page 60.] „ It uusr xz 
* BE that offences come.—There uusr be fen 
% among you. — Such things [wars, &c.] mul 
** NEEDS BE.”—When Mr. T. builds ca/vinian wh 
ceſſity upon theſe ſcriptures, he is as much miſtak 
as if he fancied that Mr. Weſley and I were al 
lifts, becauſe we ſay, © Conſidering the courie 2 
* wickedneſs of the world, it CANNOT BE BY 
* Chriſtendom will be diſtracted by hereſies, la 
* ſuits, wars, and murders: for ſo long as nt 
* WILL follow worldly maxims, rather than ev 
« gelical precepts, ſuch things 1usT come to pal 
Again, would not the reader think that I trifid 
if I attempted to prove ABSOLUTE meceffity fr 
ſuch ſcriptural expreſſions as theſe ? Seven day: 
MUST eat unleawened bread.—New wine MUST 
put into new bottles, —He MUST NEEDS go en 
Samaria.—1 bawve bought a piece of ground, and 
MUST NEEDS go and ſee it.——How AN I fin agai 
God? I have married a wife, and therefore I ca 
NOT come.—T he multitude MUST NEEDS come 1 
ther [to mob Paul] Act. xxi. 22.— A biſtep noob: 
be blamelęſi.— Je MUST NEEDS BE ſubjed [to rulen 
not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſake. 

Once more: who does not ſee, that there is ve. 
the poverty of language obliges me to call (1) 
neceſſity of DUTY: **-1 MusT pay my debts :-ſo! 
«« MUST preach next Sunday.”—(2) A nece/ily WW 
CIVILITY : Ius pay ſuch a viſit.” —(3) o 
neceſſity of c1KCUMSTANCE : In going from) 
4 ruſalem to Galilee, I MusT NEEDS paſs tue. 
* Samaria, becauſe the high way lies dared 
« through Samaria.” — (4) A neceffity of co 


NIENCE: © I am tired with writing, I 6 ow 
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off,” (5) A neceffity of DECENCY: “Ius 
not go naked.” —(6) A neceffity of pRUDENCE: 
IT uusT look before I leap,” &c.—Now, ALL 
eſe ſorts of neceffity, and an hundred more of the 
te ſtamp, do not amount to one fingle grain of 
lvinian, abſolute, inſuperable neceſſity. However, 
rigid predeſtinarian [ſuch is the force of prejudice!] 
es his imaginary receſity in almoſt every musT ; 
| as a jealous man ſees adultery in almoſt every 
„*, which his virtuous wife caſts upon the man 
hom he fancies to be his rival. 
As. XLIX. [Page 61.] ** Abſolute neceſſity 
then is perfectly conſiſtent with willingneſs and 
freedom in good agency, no leſs than in bad. For 
it is a true maxim, Ubi woluntas, ibi Libertas.” 
hat is, I here there is a WILL, there is LIBERTY. 
nis maxim, which has led many good men into Cal- 
iniſm, I have already expoſed; tee Scales, p. 261. To 
hat is there advanced, | add the following remark. 
As there may be /iberty where there is not a gil, ſo 
ere may be a ai where there is not liberty. The 
rſt idle ſchool-boy whom you meet, will convince 
ou of it. I aſk him, when you are at ſchool, 
and have a goil, or, as you call it, a mind to go 
and play, have you liberty or freedom to do it??? 
e anſwers, ** No.” Here is then a WILL without 
IBERTY. I aſk him again, When you are at 
ſchool, where you have freedom or liberty to ply 
your book, have you a wwi/l to do it.” He ho- 
eſtly anſwers, ** No” again. Here is then LIBERTY 


jofition, that here there is a WILL there is L1- 
£xTY ! Did judicious Calviniſts conſider this, they 
ould no more ſay, If all men were redeemed, they 
* would all come out of the dungeon of ſin.“ For 
here may be'a freedom to come out conſequent upon 
:demption, where there is no will exerciſed. —* Oh, 
but God makes us willing in the day of his 
ower,” True: in the day of ſalvation he reſtores 

| to 
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ithout a WILL. How falſe therefore is this pro- 


„ | 
to ns the faculty of chuſing moral good with ſom 
degree of eaſe; and, from time to time, he i 
liarly helps us to make acts of willingneſs. But 
ſuppoſe that he a4/o/utely wills for us, is as abſurd ai 
to ſay, that when, after a quinſy, his gracious pro- 
vidence re/eres us a degree of liberty to ſwallow, tl 
nereffitates us to eat and drink, or actually ſwallow 

or us. 

AR. L. [Page 61.] In his refuſal to diſmiſs tt 
Iſraelites, . &c. he [Pharaoh] could will no other 
„ wiſe than he did, Ex. vii. 3. 4.” — ls not this 1 
miſtake? When Pharach conſidered, did he not alle 
his mind? Did he not ſay to Moſes, Be gone, and 
bleſs me alſo? If omnipotence had aBs0LUTELY 
hardened him, would he have complied at laſt ? Dd 
the unchangeable decrees change as the will of Pharaoh 
changed ? 

AR. LI. [Page 61, 62.] “ So when Saul went 
© home to Gibeah, it is ſaid, There awent àuith hin 
«© a band of men, whoſe hearts God had touched. | 
like manner God is ſaid to have firred 1p th 
«« ſpirit of Cyrus.—T hen roſe up, &c. the Levits, 
« evith all them aubeſe ſpirit Ged had raiſed up. Wil 
«© any man ſay, that theſe did not will freely, only 
% becauſe they willed neceſſarily ?” > 

(1) I {for one] ſay, that while they willed nec 
ſarily, [in the calviniaz ſenſe of the word neceſſary] 
they did not—they couLD noT will freely [in the 
moral ſenſe of the word free]. For Mr. T. is nat 
morally FREE f will, ſo long as he is ABSOLUTELY 
BOUND t ayill one thing; any more than a man i 
FREE to look to the %%, who is ABSOLUTELY 
BOUND to look to the right ; let the object he loch 
at engage his heart and eye ever ſo pleaſingly. 
God's Spirit prevents, accompanies, and follows ts 
in every good thing: all our good works are begun 
continued, and ended in him : but they are not nece/ary, 
in the calvinian ſenſe of the word. In moral cafes 
God does not ab/elately neceſſitate us, though he = 
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o it in prophetic and political caſes. Thus, he nece/- 
ited Balaam, when he bleſſed Iſrael by the mouth 
f that covetous prophet ;—and thus he mecefftated 
alaam's aſs, when the dumb animal reproved his 
ler's madneſs. But then, whatever we do, under 
ch neceſſitating impulſes, will not be rewarded as 
ur own work, any more than Balaam's good pro- 
hecy, and his aſs's good reproof, were rewarded as 
ur works. 
(2) From the abovementioned paſſages, Mr. T. 
ould make us believe, that, upon the whole, the 
uches of God's grace act neceſſarily like charms : 
ut what ſays the ſtream of the ſcriptures? God 
W.ched the heart of all the Iſraelites, and ſtirred 
em up to faith : but the effe& of that touch was ſo 
xr from being ad/elutely forcible, that their hearts 
hon Harted afide like a broken bow ; and, after having 
en /aved in Egypt through faith, they periſhed in 
be wilderneſs through unbelief.—God gave king Saul 
new heart; and yet, Saul caſt away the heavenly 
.- God gave Solomon a wiſe and underſtanding 
art; and yet, Solomon, in his old age, made him- 
If a froliſb heart, darkened by the love of heatheniſh 
omen, God ſtirred up the heart of Peter to con- 
ſe Chriſt, and to walk upon the ſea; and yet, by- 
d by, Peter ſunk, curſed, ſwore, and denied his 
ord, — Awful demonſtrations theſe, that, where 
vine grace works mo/# powerfully, when its firſt 
and impulſe is over, there is an end of the over- 
aring power; and the ſoul, returning to its free- 
pency, chuſes without neceffity the good, which con- 
Itutes her rewardable; or the evil, which conſti- 
tes her puniſbable. Of this Mr. Toplady himſelf 
„ duces a remarkable inſtance, 2 Cor. viii. 16, 17. 
un Dank, be to God [ſays the apoftle] wao pur the 
ſary fame earneſt CARE INTO THE HEART of Titus for 
caſes I ;—OF HIS OWN ACCORD he went unte you.” 
fa gentleman, who delights to be in houſes of 
doe ame, more than in the houſe of God, ſees, in a 
circle 


33 
cirele of ladies, one whom he /#/pefs of being im. 
modeſt, he ſingles her out as one that may ſuit nl 
purpoſe ; and to her he makes his bold addreſſes. 1 
am ſorry to obſerve that this is exactly the caſe will Wi 
Calviniſm unmaſked. We find, in the ſcriptures, a 
few places where God's ſuffering ſome men to do a 
leſſer evil, in order to prevent, or to puniſh a greate? 
evil, is expreſſed in a ſtrong, figurative manner, 
which /zems to aſcribe ſin to Him, juſt as, in other 
places, jealouſy, repentance, wrath, and fury, toge- 
ther with hands, fret, cars, and a ne, are figura: 
tively attributed to him. Now, as pepiſb idv 
latyy ſcreens herſelf behind theje metaphors, fo cal 
viniar Antinemiani/m: perpetually ſingles out 26 
metaphorical expreſſions, which gem to make God 
the author of ſin. Accordingly, | 
ARG. LII. [Page 61, &c.] Mr. T. produces theſe 
words of ſoſeph, It wvas not you that ſeut me bi. 
„% ther, but Gd; —theſe words of David, Thi 
« Lord ſaid to him (Shimei) curſe David; — heſe 
words of the ſacred hiſtorian, © God had appointed 
«© to defeat the good counſel of Ahitophel, to the intent 
« that the Lord might bring evil upon Alſaloem; — 
and theſe words of the prophet, ** Howbeir, he [the 
Aſſyrian king, turned looſe upon lirael to avenge 
„God's righteous quarrel with that hypocriu 
„% people] MEANETH mot /o, neither does his heart 
* think ſo: but it is in his heart to deſtrey; —theſe 
words in the Revelation, God hath put it into thei 
% hearts [the hearts of the kings who fall hate tht 
«© myſtic harlot, and deſtroy her, and burn her wit 
« fire] to fulfil his will, and to agree, and to givt 
« their kingdom to the beaſt, till the words of Gul 
„all be fulfilled;”” — and the words of Peter, 
„They [the accompliſhers of the crucifixion d 
« Chriſt] were gathered together to do qvhatſorut 
| *© God's hand, and God's counſel had predeſtinated i 


be done, &c.“ | A 
Witi 
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With reſpe& to the laſt text, if it is rightly “ 
ranſlated, it is explained by theſe words of Peter, 
Act. ii. 23. Chriſt was delivered by the determinate 
une and foreknowledge of God :— by his gracious 


With Epiſcopius, and ſome other learned critics, 
doubt it is not. Why ſhould it not be read thus? 
Act. iv. 26—28. The Rulers avere pathered tage- 
ber againſt the Lord, and againſt bis Chriſt. For of 
2 truth againſt thy holy child Jeſus, whom thou haft 
anointed | both Herod and Pontius Pilate with the Gen- 
iles and the people of Iſrael were gathered together] 
or to do whatſoever thy hand and thy counſel deter- 
mined before to be done.—By putting the clauſe Both 
erod, &c. in a parentheſis, you have this evange- 
ical ſenſe, which gives no handle to the pleaders 
for ſin, Both Herod and Pilate, Ic. were gathered 


4 regel ber againſt thy holy child "Jeſus, whom thou haſt 
1 WW: n1inted for to do whatſoever thy hand and counſel de- 


ermized before to be dene. I prefer this reading to 
he common one for the following reaſons : (1) It 
is perfectly agreeable to the Greek; and the peculiar 
conſtruction of the ſentence 1s expreſſive of the pe- 


eg ar earneſtneſs with which the apoſtle prayed. 
oi (2) It is attended with no Manichean inconveniency, 
J (3) It is more agreeable to*the context. For, if the 
2 


Sanhedrim was gathered by God's direction and decree, 
in order to THREATEN the apoſtles, with what pro- 
priety could they ſay [verſe 29] Now, Lord, Lehold 
THEIR THREATNINGS ?—And (4) It is ſtrongly 


cit ſupported by verſe 30, where Peter [after haviag 
obſerved verſe 27, 28, according to our reading, 


that God had anointed his holy child Jeſus To po 
all the miracles which he did on earth] prays, that, 
now Chriſt is gone to heaven, the effects of this 
in powerful anointing may continue, and gn, and 
. wonders may ſtill BE DONE by the name of his holy 


Wit counſel, 


: ( 79 ) 
counſel, that Chriſt ſhould lay down his life as a ray. 
ſom for all :—And by his clear foretnowledge of thy 
diſpoſition of the Jews to take that precious lik 
away. This paſſage then, and all thoſe which Mr, 
T. has produced, or may yet produce, only prove; 
.) That God foreſees the evil which is in the 
heart of the wicked, and their future ſteps in pecy- 
liar circumſtances, with ten thouſand times mon 
clearneſs and certainty, than a good huntſman fore. 
ſees all the windings, doublings, and ſhifts of an 
hunted fox: and that he ower-rules their wicked 
counſels to the execution of his own 4vi/e and hu 
deſigns, as a good rider over-rules the mad pran- 
cings of a vicious horſe, to the diſplay of his per- 
fe ſkill in horſemanſhip, and to the treading down 
of the enemy in a day of battle. (2) That God 
catches the wiſe in their own craftine/s, and that, til 
puniſh the wicked, he permits their wicked counſels 
to be defeated, and their beſt-concerted ſchemes to 
prove abortive. (3) That he frequently tries the 
faith, and exerciſes the patience of good men, by 
letting loſe the wicked upon them, as inthe caſe of 
Job and of Chriſt. (4) That he often puniſhes the 
wickedneſs of one man by letting looſe upon hin 
the wickedneſs of another man ; and that he fre 
- quently avenges himſelf of one wicked nation by 
letting looſe upon it the wickedneſs of another nz 
tion. Thus he let Abſalem and Shimei lobſe upon 
David. Thus, a parable —_— by the prophet Ms 
caiah informs us, that God, after having let a iyiuf 
ſpirit looſe upon Zedekiah, the falſe —5 let Ze. 
kiah looſe upon wicked Ahab. Thus the Lon 
let looſe the Philiſtines upon diſobedient Iſrael, and 
the Romans upon the obdurate Jews, and their 2-0 
" curſed city; uſing thoſe wicked heathen as his vin-Wiſour 
dictive ſcourge, juſt as he uſed ſwarms of frogs, and 
locuſts, when he puniſhed rebellious Egypt with hi 
es,—(5;) That he ſometimes lets a wicked ma! 


pulagu 
fools upon himſelf, as in thecaſe of Abitopbel, Neid 
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d Jadat, who became their own executioners.— 
) That, when wicked men are going to commit 
ocious wickedneſs, he ſometimes inclines their 
arts ſo to relent, that they commit a % crime 
Wan they intended. For inſtance, when Joſeph's 
ethren were going to ſtarve him to death, by pro- 
dential circumſtances God inclined their hearts to 
are his = thus, inſtead of — him, they 
ly fold him into Egypt. — (7) With reſpect to Rev. 
ii. 17. the context, and the full ſtream of the 
Wripture, require, that it ſhould be underſtood thus: 
God, by providential circumſtances, which 
ſeemed to favour their worldly views, ſuffered 
wicked kings to agree, and give their kingdom 
unto the beaſt, to help the beaſt to execute God's 
jedgments upon —_— churches and wicked 
Rates; ſo he will peculiarly let thoſe kings looſe 
upon the whore, and they ſhall agree to hate her, 
nd ſhall make her deſolate and naked.” 258 
Upon the whole, it is contrary to all the rules of 
ticiſm, decency, and piety, to take advantage of 
dark conſtruction of a ſentence, or to avail ones 
f of a parable, an hyperbole, a bold metaphor, or 
unguarded ſaying of a good man interwoven with 
thread of ſeripture-hiſtory; in order to make ap- 
ir ſo far as Calviniſm can] that ** God worketh all 
things in all men; even wickedneſs in the wicked.“ 
ch a method of wreſting the oracles of God, to 
ake them ſpeak the language of Belial and Moloch, 
as ungenerous, as Our inferring from theſe words, 
4% not. condemn thee, that Chriſt does not condemn 
ulterers ; that Chriſtianity encourages adultery ; 
d that this fingle ſentence, taken in a filthy, An- 
lomian ſenſe, outweighs all the ſermon upon the 
bunt, as well as the holy meaning of the context: 
theſe words being ſpoken to an adultereſs, whom 
> magiſtrates not condemned to die, and 
zom the Phariſees wanted Chriſt to condemn to be 
wed according to the law of Mojes ; it is evident that 
Lord's words, when 0 in connexion with the 
COR» 


LY 


11 | 
context, carry this edifying meaning. I am ci 
to act the part of — — not that of 
Magiſtrate if the magiſlrates have not conde 
© thee to be toned, neither do I condemn thee to till 
* dreadful kind of death: avail thyſelf of thy y 
* deſerved reprieve: go, dnd repent, and evidenif 
* the ſincerity of thy repentance by frning no n 
—Hence I conclude, that all the texts quoted by i 
Fataliſts, prove that God neceſftates men zo ſin by il 
decrees, juſt as — viii. 11. proves that Ch 
countenances the filthy fin of adultery. 

Arc. LIII. (p- 64.] Mr. T. thinks to dem 
ſtrate, that the doctrine of the sLT UTE neceffityt 
all our actions, and conſequently of all our fin, 
true, by producing St. Paul's caſe as a preache 
„ Tho' I preach the geſpel, I have nothing to glory 
% for NECESSITY i laid upon me, yea, woe is mi 
* / preach not the goſpel, 1 Cor. ix. 16. Yet 
« preached — FREELY, c. Nic ss 
** therefore, and FREEDOM, are very good friend 
* notwithſtanding all the efforts of Arminianiſm 
„ ſet them at variance.” — The apoſtle evident 
ſpeaks here of a ngcxssITY of PRECEPT on Got 
part, and of puTy on his own part: and ſa 
a nece/fity being perfectly confiſtent with the alten 
tive of obedience, or of diſobedience, is alſo perfeil 
conſiſtent with freedom, and with a day of jud 
ment: and Mr. T. trifles when he ſpeaks of alli 
efforts of Arminiani/m, to ſet SUCH A miceſſily at « 
riance with FREEDOM ; for, it is the diſtingurſhn 
glory of our doftrine, to maintain both the freed 
of the will, and the indiſpenſible neceffry of cor 
obedience. But, in the name of candor and co 
mon ſenſe I aſk, What has a neceſſity of pPRECE 
and DUTY to do with CALVINIAN neceſſity, Wii 
in the day of God's power, aBSOLUTELY rer 
$I1TATES the ee to obey, and the reprobate to i 
obey ; entirely debarring the former from the al 
native of diſobedience, and the latter from the alt 
native of gbedjence * That the apoſtle, in = (4 
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fore us, does not mean a calvinian, ab/o/ute ne» 
flity, is evident from the laſt clauſe of the verſe, 


id the puniſhment that awaited him in-eaſe of diſ 
o/pel.—A NECgs81TY of precept was laid on Jonah 
d preach the 850 to the Ninevites; but Tas 
ceſſity was ſo far from calviniſtically-binding him to 
reach, that (like Demas, and the clergy who 
eece a flock which they do not feed) he ran away 
rom his appointed work, and incurred the woe 
entioned by the apoſtle. Therefore, St. Paul's 


vidently ſubverſive of this dangerous error, which 

Wxculpates the ſinner, and makes God the author 
ff fin. 

Hence Mr, Weſley ſays with great truth, that if 


jeceflity are true, there can be no n; ſeeing © It 


o evil by the irre//ible power of divine predeſtina- 


dy the irre/fible force of natural gravitation] ** can 
* bave no fin at all.” —This is a juſt obſervation 
aken from the abſurdity of the doctrine of an ab/o- 
te neceſſity, originally brought on by God's abſo- 
ute and irreſiſtible decrees. Let us ſee how Mr. T. 
hows his wit on this occaſion, 

Arc. LIV. [p. 71, 72.] © The reprobate Can 
' bave no fin at all. Indeed? They are quite fin- 
' leſs, are they? As as Mr. Welley imſelf? 


the ele be? &c. Beſides : if reprobates be ſin- 
leſs—nay, immutably perfect, ſo that they can 
have no ,in at all, will it not follow that Mr. 
' Welley's own perſectioniſts are reprobates ? For 
* ſurely if reprobates may be /inle/5, the finleſs 
may be reprovates, - Did not Mr. John's MaLics 

Wo =” « Out- 


here he mentions the poſſibility of his GObeyings 
> 


bedience: woe is me, ſays he, if 1 preach not the - 


ords candidly taken together, far from eſtabliſhing + - 
;b/olute neceſfity, which admits of no alternative, are - 


ze doctrines of ab/o/xte predeſtination and calvinian 


cannot be a ſin in a ſpark to riſe, or in a tone to 
fall.“ And therefore, ** the reprobate” [tending 


on, AS UNAVOIDABLY as ſtones tend to the center, 


O excellent rep ion! &c. What then muſt ' 


3 
* outrun his CRAFT, when he advanced an obig 
«« tion, &c. ſo eaſily retortible?“ 
This illegical, not to ſay i/liberal anſwer, is of 
piece with the challenge, which the reader may (lll 
zluftrated at the end of Sc. I, by my remarks uni 
-  & conſequence as juſt as that of Mr. Weſley : for if 
is as evident, that, if the reprobate are i» 
* tary Beings''—Beings ab/olutely neceſſitated by 
Seanciows, irreſtible predeſtination to act as they ll 
they are as really Ane, as a mountain of gold 
really heavier than a handful of feathers. And M 
Weſley may believe, that both conſequences are ju 
without believing, either that 7he wicked are fili 
or that there is a mountain of gold. On what a lev 
derfoundation does Logica Genevenfis reſt her charge 
of craft and malice! And yet, this foundation is ali 
. folid as that, on which ſhe raiſes her doctrine; 
unſeriptural grace and free-wrath. But Mr. T. a6 
vances other arguments. 
Arc. LV. [p. 69, 70-] *© The holy Baptiſt, with 
% out any ceremony or ſcruple, compared ſome 
* his unregenerate hearers to Stones; faying, Gu 
. ** 3s able even of theſe STONES to raiſe up childrend 
,« Abrabam, &c. Ve therefore, as lruely sro 
are built up, a ſpiritual houſe, &c.—T hey (the elect] 
«© Gall be mine, ſaith the Lord of Hefts—in the af 
« when I make up my jEweis: now, unleſs Ia 
% vehemently miſtaken, ewwels are but zn othe 
name for precious /oxes.”— Hence the reader! 
en to underſtand, that when Mr. Wefley opps 
the doctrine of ab/elute neceffity, by ſaying, tha 
I cane bt. a fin in a flone to fall, he turns 1 
. bible's own artillery againſt itſelf, and gives : 
% too much room to fear that tis as natural to hin 
& to pervert—as it is for—a foxe to ſink.“ 
By ſuch arguments as theſe, I could prove tru 
ſabſtanciation : for, Chriſt ſaid of a bit of breast 
This is my body.—Nly, I could prove any other ab 
ſurdity: I could prove that Chriſt could not chin 
and that his diſciples could not ⁊calt: for he 7 


* 
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WE 

am the vine, and ye are the branches; and a wine 
an no more think, than branches can walk.—I could 
drove that he was a hen, and the Jews-chickens : for 
he ſays, that he 2vould have gathered them, as a HEN 
athers her CHICKENS under her wings, Nay, I 
ould prove, that Chriſt had no more hand in our 
edemption, than we are ſuppoſed by Calviniſts to 
Wave in our conver/ion; that his “ poor free-wwilt 
Ito uſe Mr. Toplady's expreſſions [page 70.] with 
eſpe to us]. had no employ,” that he was ab/olutely 
© paſſive, and that” redemption ** is as totally the 
. operation of” the Father, ** as the ſevering of flones 
from their native quarry, and the erecting them into 
© an elegant building are the 4 of human agency. 
If the aſtoniſhed reader aſks, how I can prove a 
propoſition ſo ſubverſive of the gratitude, which we 
pwe to Chriſt for our redemption ? I reply, By the 
ery ſame argument, by which Mr. T. proves, that 
we are “ abſolutely paſſive” in the work of conver- 
on, and that “ conwerfion is TOTALLY the operation 
God: that is, by producing paſſages, where 
briſt is metaphorically called a sro; and of 
beſe there are not a few. Thus ſaith the Lord God, Be- 
bold, I lay in Zion a STONE, à tried STONE, à pre- 
cious corner-s TONE, @ ſure ferent. Iſ. xxviii. 16. 
—Whofoever Small fall on this sTONE ſhall be broken ; 
but on whomſoever 1T Hall fall, 1T will grind him to 
owder, Mat. xxi. 34.—Fbe s rox which the build- 
2 is become the head of the corner, Acts iv. 11. 
—To whom coming as to a living sro, &c. 1 Pet. 
4.—If to theſe texts we add thoſe, in which he is 
compared to a foundation, to a rock, and to jewels, 
or precious Foxes, 1 could demonſtrate [in the cal- 
vinian way] that Chriſt was once as ** abſolutely 
* paſhve” in the work of our redemption as a fone. 
When I conſider ſuch arguments as theſe, I cannot 
belp wondering at the groſs impoſitions of pagan, 
popiſh, and calvinian doors, I find myſelf e again 
in the midſt of Ovid's metamorphoſes. Jupiter, if 
ve believe the poet, turned Niobe into a rock. The 
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She Be, 
tempter wanted Chriſt to turn a fore into bel 
Logica Romana turns bread into Chrift, But Logia 
Genevenſis carries the bell, for ſhe can, even with 
out the Hocus Pocus of a maſſing prieſt, turn Ci 
into a ffone.— Mr. Toplady, far from recanting hi 
argument à lapide, confirms it by the following. 

AR. LVI. Ip. AR A ſtone has the advantan ln 

« of you: man's rebellious heart is, by nature, ani 
« fo far as ſpiritual things are concerned, » 0x1 WM 
« intraQtable and unyielding than a ſtone itſelf, | 
«© may take up a ſtone, and throw it this way cl 
«« that — and it obeys the impulſe of my arm. 
«©. Whereas in the ſinner's heart, there is every ſpe- 
« cies of hatred and oppoſition to God : nor can 
% any thing, but omnipotent power, flay its en. 
. 

I am glad Mr. T. vouchſafes, in this place, a 
rant, that omnipotert power can ſlay the enmity. | 
ope he will remember this conceſſion, and no more 

turn from the Prince of lift, to preach up the monſler 
Death, as the sLayer of the enmity. But, to 
come to the argument: would Mr. T. think mein 
earneſt, if I attempted to prove that a ſtone hat 
4 the advantage of him, with reſpect to getting 
learning, znd that there was more omnipotence e- 
quired to make him a ſcholar, than to — the ſtone 
he ſtands upon, fit to take a degree in the univerſity? 
However, I ſhall attempt to do it: diſplayipg my 
{i1] in orthodox logic, | perſonate the {choo]-malier, 
who taught Mr. Toplady grammar, and probably 
found him once at play, when he ſhould have been 
at his book, and I ſay, Indeed, mafter, a ſtone Wie 
«© has the advantage of you. A boy's playful heart, 
« is by nature, ſo far as grammar is concerned, Win 
« more intractable and unyielding than a flone i- 
« ſelf.” Now for the proof !] ©* 1 may take upd 
« fone, and throw it this way or that, and it in- 
« ftantly, and without the leaſt degree of reſiſtance Hal. 
« obeys the impulſe of my arm: whereas you 1 Wi 
H my orders, YOu run away. from your bock. 

1 Ev + 


686) 

or You ok off from it. In your playful heart, 
there is every ſpecies of hatred and oppoſition to 
« your accidence ; and therefore more power is re- 
quired to make you a ſcholar, than to make that 
« flone a grammarian.” Mr. Toplady's woluntary 
unility claps this argument as excellent; but his 
ed ſenſe hiſſes it as abſurd, and ſays with St. Paul, 
When I was a child, I ſpake as a child: but when I 
ecame a man ¶ put away childiſh things. 

ArG. LVII. [p. 71.] Ah but «© God's gracious 
« promiſe to renew his 12 runs in this remark- 
able ſtyle: 7 will tate azvay the flony heart out of 
« your flaſb. — And does this prove CALVINIAN 
BB und-will, any more than theſe gracious commands 
o renew our own hearts, prove PELAGIAN free- 
vill ? Circumciſe the foreſkin of your heart, and be no 
zore ſti f nected. Make you a new heart and a new- 
pirit.—Turn yourſelves, and live es Who does not 
ce, that the evangelical union of ſueh paſſages, 
zives birth to the ſeripture - doctrine of af/ifed free- 
will, which ſtands at an equal diſtance from calvi- 
ian neceſſity, and from Pelagian, ſelf-ſufficient exer- 


ion? 


* ALL THINGS according to the counſel of HIS OWN 
* aviil, Eph. i. 11.” —By putting the word ALL in 
ery large capitals, Mr. T. cem willing to inſi- 
uate, chat God's decree cau/es all things; and, of 
onſequence, that God abſolutely ward, the good 
Aions of the righteous, and the bad deeds of the 
wicked, Whereas the apoſtle. means only, that 40 


one ne Vi, Wien Gop works, he works them 
art, N cording to the counſel of his own molt wiſe, gracious, 
ec, ad righteous vill. But the things which Gop 
u- okks, are, in many caſes, as different from the 
pings which we worx, as _— is different from 
in- erkneſs. This paſſage therefore, does not prove 
net Palvinian aeceſity: for, when God made man, ac- 
1-7 ding to the counſel of his own will, he made him 
ok, WP Hee-agent, and /et before him life and death; bid- 
0 


ding 


Ax. LVIII. [p. 73-] But, God © wok x ETA 


( 87 ) 
ding him chuſe life. Now, to include Adam's ex 
ing of the forbidden fruit, and chuſing death, amoy Wi 
the things which GOD WORKETH, is to turn Man Wa 
chee with a witneſs: it is to confound Cori all 
Belial ; the acts of God, and the deeds of finn 
It is to ſappoſe [horrible to think !] that God wil 
ſend the reprobates to hell for his own ed, 8 
if you pleaſe, for what he has ab/elutely wrought i 
them and by them, according to the counſel of his «i 
neceſſitating will. This dreadful doctrine is that e 
pital part of Calviniſm which is called a&/o/ute pM 
deſtination to dearth. If Mr. T. denies, that it is thei 
ſecond pillar of his doctrine of grace, he may tun 
to Seck. II. where he will find his peculiar goſpe 
6 UPON ITS LEGS.” | 

I hope I need ſay no more upon this head, to cot. 
vince the unprejudiced reader, that Mr. T.'s argu 
ments in favour, of calvinian necefity are frivolous; 
and that Mr. Weſley advances a glaring truth, whe 
he aſſerts, that, On the — of abſolute pn 
deſtination, there can be no future judgment [up 
any known principle of wiſdom, equity, and juſlict: 
and that it requires more pains than all rational 
will be ever able to take, to reconcile the doctrin 
of [calvinian] reprobation, with the doctrine of! 
judgment-day. | 
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SECTION VIII. 


An anſwer to the argument taken from God's preſci- 
ence, whereby Mr. Teplady tries le prove, that the 
VERY CRUELTY which Mr. Weſley charges on 
Calviniſm, is really chargeable on the dodrine of ge- 


neral grace, 


R. Toplady is a ſpirited writer. He not only 

tries to reconcile calyinian reprobation with 
divine mercy, but he attempts to retort upon us the 
charge of holding a cruel doctrine. 

AxG. LIX. [p. 47-] „But what, if, after all, 
« that very cruelty, which Mr. Weſley pretends to 
66 _ on Catkvini/m, be found really chargeable 
« on Arminiani/m ? I pledge myſelf to prove this— 
before I conclude this tract. And accordingly 
ſp. 86, 87.] Mr. 2 after obſerving in hts 
way, that, according to Mr. Weſley's doctrine, God 
offers his grace to many who put it from them, and 
gives it to many who receive it in vain, and who, on 
this account, are condemned; Mr. Toplady, I ſay, 
ſums up his argument in theſe words: If God 
„ knows, that the offered grace wi/l be rejected; 
* 'twould be MERCY to forbear the offer. Prave 
« the contrary if you are able.“ 

I have anſwer'd this objection a? large, Scripture- 
Scales, Set. XIX. However I ſhall ſay ſomething 
upon it here. (1) God's perfections ſhine in ſuch a 
manner as not to eclipſe one another. Wiſdom, 
juſtice, mercy, and truth, are the adorable, and 
well-proportioned features of God's moral face, if 1 
may venture upon this expreſſion. Now, if, in or- 
der to magnify his Mercy, I thruſt out his c 
and juffice [as I ſhould do if I held a lawleſs calvi- 

nian 


( 89 
nian election ;] — or, if, in order to magnify hi 
JUSTICE, I thruſt out his mercy and 4wi/dom [21M 
ſhould do, if I conſiſtently held calvinian reproba Wl 
tion ;] ſhould ] not disfigure God's moral face, I 


: 4 me. 1 
„ 


much as I ſhould ſpoil Mr. Toplady's aatural face, 
if 1 ſwell'd his eyes or cheeks to ſuch a degree, vi 
to leave abſolutely no room for his other features! 
The Calviniſts forget that as human beauty does ng 
conſiſt in the monſtrous bigneſs of one or two fea 
tures, but in the harmonious and ſymmetrical pro- 
portion of all; ſo divine glory does not conſiſt i 
diſplaying. a mercy and a juſtice, which would abſo-· 
lutely ſwallow up each other, together with wwi/an, 
holineſs, and truth, This would however be th: 
Caſe, if God, after having wwi/ely decreed to make Wil 
Free- agents, in order to diſplay his holine/5, juſtic 
and ruth, by judging them according 10 their works 
NECESSITATED them to be good or wicked, by de 
crees of ab/olute predeſtination to life and heaven, oi 
of ab/elute reprobation to hell and damnation, 

(2) Do but allow, that God made rational: u 
order to rule them as ratienals, namely, by law 
adapted to their nature; — do but admit this truth 
I fay, which ſtands or falls with the bible; andit 
neceſſarily follows, that rationals were made with 
an eye to @ day 7 judgment and the moment thy 
is granted, Mr. Toplady's argument vaniſhes int 
ſmoke. . For, ſuppoſing that God had difplayel 
more mercy —— thoſe who die in their fins, bf 
forbearing to give them grace and to offer them mort 
nee Or, in other words, ſuppoſing that G0 

ſhewn .the wicked more mercy, by ſhewing then 
n MERCY AT ALL [which by the by is a contre 
dition in terms z] yet, ſuch a mercilgſi mercy [if 
may uſe the expreſſion] would have blackened hu 
«wiſdom, overthrown his truth, and deſtroyed hb 
Jaftice. What a poor figure, for inſtance, would h 
juſtice have made among his other attributes, if be 
had ſaid, that he would judicially caſt his unprofi- I 
ble ſervants into outer darkneſs, for burying 2 Eis 


. 

nt which they never had, or for not receiving a 
aviour who was always kept from them? And what 
\tionals would not have wondered at a Governor, 
ho, after having made moral agents in order to 
ule them according to THEIR FREE zature, and to 
udee them in righteouſneſs according to THEIR 
vorks, ſhould nevertheleſs ſhew himſelf, — (1) So 
nconſiftent, as to rule them by efficacicus decrees, 
/hich abſolutely. neceſſitate ſome of them to work 
Woiquity ; and. others, to work righteouſneſs; (2) 
Wo %, as to judge them according to the works, 
WW hich his own binding decrees had neceſſtated them 
o do; and (3). So cruel and wnwiſe, as to PUNISH 
hem with eternal death, or REWARD them with 
ternal lift, according to a ſentence of ab/elute re- 
Wrobation to DEATH, Or of ab/olute elefion to LIV, 
hich he paſſed beforehand, withont. any reſpet to 
ae1R works, thouſands of years before moſt of 
dem were born? By what art could fo ſtrange a 
onduct have been reconciled with the titles of Lau- 
river, and Judge of all the earth, which God aſ- 
ſumes; or with his repeated declarations, that zu/- 
ice and equity are the baſis of his throne ; and — 
in point of. judgment, his ways are perfectly 


t 

| ual ? 

1 If Mr. T. ſhould try to vind:cate fo ſtrange a pro- 
i eeding, by ſaying, that God could juſtly repro. 


date to eternal death myriads of unborn infants For 
HE SIN or Abu; would he not make a had 
matter worſe ; ſince [upon the plan of the ab/o/ute 
predeitinarion of all event] Adam's fin was zecefſa- 


"i brought about by the decree of the means, 
1 hich decre2 [if Calviniſm is true] God made in 
10 order to /ecure and accompliſh the two grand decrees 


df the EN, namely, the eternal decree of finiſhed 
lamnation by Adam, and the eternal decree of finiſhed 
alvation by Chrift ? 

The abſurdity of Mr. Toplady's argument may be 
placed in a clearer light by an illuſtration, The 
king, to diſplay his royal benevolence, equity, and 

juſtice, 
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juſtice, to maintain good order in his army, and ex. 
cite his troopers to military diligence, promiſes to 
give a reward to all the men of a regiment of light. 
horſe, who ſhall ride ſo many miles without dif. 
mounting to plunder: and he engages himſelf u 
puniſh ſeverely thoſe who ſhall be guilty of that of. 
fence, He foreſces indeed, that many will flight 
Vis offer'd rewards, and incur his threatened puniſh- 
ment: nevertheleſs, for the above-mentioned rea- 
- ſons, he proceeds. Some men are promoted, and 
others are puniſhed. A Calviniſt highly blames the 
king's conduct. He ſays, that his Majeſty would 
have ſhewn himſelf more gracious, and would have 
aſſerted his ſovereignty much better, if he had reſu- 
ſed horſes to the plunderers, and had puniſhed them 
for lighting off horſes awhich they never bad; and 
that, on the other hand, it became his free-grace to 
tie the rewardable dragoons fait to their ſaddle, and 
by this means to neceſſitate them to keep on horſe- 
back, and deſerve the promiſed reward. Would 
not ſuch a conduct have marked his Majeſty's repu- 
tation wich the ſtamp of diſingenuity, cruelty, aud 
folly? And yet, aſtoniſhing! becauſe we do not ap- 
prove of ſuch a judicial GiRribation of the reward 
of eternal life, and the puniſpments of eternal death, 
Mr. Toplady fixes the charge of cruelty upon the 
goſpel which we preach ! He goes on: 

ARG. LX. Ip. 85.] “ According to Mr. Wel 
„ ley's own fundamental principle of wniver/a 
grace; Grace itſelf, or the ſaving influence of the 

" Holy Spirit on the hearts of men, bos and Must 
«« become the miniſtration of eternal death to thou- 
« ſands and millions.” — [p. 89.] “ Level there- 
« fore your tragical exclamations, about wnmerciful 
„ neſs, at your own ſcheme, which truly and pro- 
% perly deſerves them.“ 

The flaw of this argument conſiſts in the words 
„ boss and MusT,” which Mr. T. puts in italics. 
(1) In the word pos: it is a great miſtake to ſay, 
that upon Mr. W.'s principles, grace itfelf pots 

= become 


ak iy town woes ad 
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come the miniſtration of eternal death to any ſoul. 
is not for grace, but for the abuſe or negle# of 
race, and it's ſaving light, that men are con- 
emned. This is the condemnation, ſays Chriſt him- 
If, that light [the light of grace] 7s come into the 
orld, and men loved darkneſs rather than light. 
Ind St. Paul adds, that the grace of God, which 
ringeth ſalvation, hath [in different degrees] ap- 
eared to all men. Joh. iii. 19. Tit. ii. 11. There is 
zo medium between condemning men for not uſing- 
talent of grace which they had, or for not uſing a 
lent of grace which they Never had, The former 
-ntiment, which is perfectly agreeable to reaſon, 
ripture, and conſcience, is that of Mr. We:/ky - 
e latter ſentiment, which contradicts one half of 
e bible, ſhocks reaſon, and demoliſhes the doc- 
rines of juſtice, is that of Mr. Toplaay. 

(2) When this gentleman ſays, that God's grace, 
pon Mr. Weſfley's principles, uus become the 
iniſtration of death to millions, he advances as 
roundleſs a propoſition, as I would do, if I ſaid, 
at the grace of creation, the grace of preſervation, 
d the grace of a preached goſpel, ansoLUTELYE 
eſtroy millions; becauſe millions, by wilfully ab- 
ſling their created and preſerved powers, or by neg- 
ting fo great ſalvation as the goſpel brings, pull 
own upon themſelves an un ary, and therefore 
juſt deſtruction.— (3) We oppoſe the doctrine of 
BSOLUTE NECESSITY, or the calvinian uus, 
s being inſeparable from Manicheiſm : and we aſ- 
rt, that there is no reeds MUST in the eternal death 
f any man, becauſe Chriſt imparts a degree of 
mporary ſalvation to all, with power to obey, and 
promiſe to beſtow eternal ſalvation upon all that 
il obey, How ungenerous is it then, to charge 
pon us the very doctrine which we deteſt, when it 
4s no neceſſary Connexion with any of our princi- 
les! How irrational to ſay, that, if our doctrine of 
ace is true, God's grace usr become the mi- 

niſtration 
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niſtration of death to millions! — Ten men have, i 
mortal diſorder: a phyſician prepares a ſovereign | 
remedy for them all: five take it properly and t-. 
cover, and five, who will not follow his preſcrip. 
tions, die of their diſorder : now, who but a Preju- 
diced perſon would infer from thence, that the il 
phyſician's ſovereign remedy is become the mini/tre. WM 
tion of death to the patients who die, becauſe they 
would not take it? Is it right thus to confound zi 
remedy with the ob/tinate negle of it? A man will 
fully ſtarves himſelf to death with good food before WM 
him. I ſay that his w#/fulne/s is the cauſe of hu 
death: no, replies a decretiſt, it is the good fu 
which you deſire him to take. This abſurd conclu- 
ſion is all of a piece with that of Mr. Toplady, MW 
ARG. LXI. [p. 89.] “The Arminian ſyſtem re. 
«« preſents the Father of mercies as offering grace 
* to them, who he 4nows, will only add fin to ſu, 
„ and make themſelves two-fold more the childra 
of hell by refuſing it.” Indeed it is not the Ar 
aninian ſyſtera o»/y, that ſays this: (1) All the Cd 
winiſts, who allow that God gave angelic grace to at- 
gels, tho? he knew that many of them would fall fron 
that grace, and would fall deeper, than if they hat 
fallen from a leſs exalted ſtation:— (2) Jeu Chrif 
who gave Judas the grace of apoſtleſhip, and repre 
ſents God as giving a pound to his ſervants who 
ſquander it, as well as to thoſe who uſe it properly: 
—And (3) Mr. Toplady himſelf, who Fasst 
ſtanding his pretended horror for ſo ſcriptural a doc. 
trine] dares not deny, that God gave the grace d 
creation to thoſe who ſhall periſh. Now the gra 
of creation implies ſpotleſs holineſs : and if G0 
could once graciouſly give ſpotleſs holineſs to Jud 
in the loins of Adam, why could he not gracioul 
reſtore to that apoſtle a degree of free-agency 
good, that he might be judged according to his ml 
works, and not according to calvinian decrees 


finiſhed wickedneſs. and finiſhed damnation in Ada 
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But — (4) What is ſtill more ſurpriſing, Mr. T- 
himſelf [p. 51.] quotes theſe words, which ſo abun- 
dantly decide the queſtion: Thou, Capernaum, 
aubich art EXALTED UNTO HEAVEN | by the pecu- 
| liar favours and goſpel-priviledges beſtowed upon 
W thee] Halt be brought Down TO HELL : for if the 
uchry WORKS which have been done in thee, had 
heen done in Sodom, it would have remained unto this 
day, Matt. xi. 23. Now, I aſk, Why were theſe 
mighty works done in Capernaum ? Was it out of 
hve—to bring Capernaum to repentance ? Or, was 
W it out of wwrath—that it might be more tolerable in 
the day of judgment for Sodom than Capernaum ? 
There is no medium : Mr. 'Toplady muſt recant this 
part of the bible, and of his book; or he muſt an- 
S {wer one of theſe two queſtions in the affirmative. 
If he ſays [as we do] that theſe mighty worky, which 
might have converted Tyre, Sidon and Sodom, were 
primarily wrought to bring Capernaum to repent- 
ance, he gives up Calviniſm, which ſtands or falls 
with the doctrine of neceſſitating means uſed in order 
to bring about a necgſary end. If he ſays [as Cal- 
viniſm does] that theſe mighty works were primarily 
wrought to ſink Capernaum into hell—into a deeper 
hell than Sodom, becauſe the end always ſhews what 
the means were uſed for; he runs upon the point of: 
his own objection ; he pulls upon 4s doctrines of 
grace the very anmerciſulneſi, which he charges upon 
ours, and he ſhews to every unprejudiced reader, 
that the difficulty ariſing from the preſcience of God, 
with which the Calviniſts think to demoliſh the 
doctrine of general grace, falls upon Calviniſm 
with a double weight. Mr. Toplady is ſenſible that 
God could never have appeared good and juſt, un- 
leſs the wicked had been ab/olutely inexcu/able, and 
that they could never have been inexcu/able, if 
God had condemned them for burying a talent of 
grace which they never had; and therefore Mr. T. 
ines to overthrow this eaſy ſolution. of the difficulty 


by ſaying, 
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Axc. LXII. [p. 88.] Be it ſo” [that the wicka 
are made INEXCUSABLE e a day of grace and ten. 
porary ſalvation] “yet, ſurely, God can never h 
thought, knowingly to render a man more 1x 
% EXCUSABLE, by taking ſuch meaſures as vil 
* certainly load him with accumulated condemn» Wi 
„tion, out of MERE LOVE to that man!“ -e 
grant it; and therefore we aſſert, that it is not ou 
of MERE LovVE that God puts us in a gracious fiat 
of probation, or temporary ſalvation ; but out cM 
abiſdom, truth, and diſtributive ;u/?ice, as well aM 
out of mercy and love. If God therefore were er- 
dued with no other perfection than that of mercifilM 
love, we would give up the doctrine of judicial x. 
probation ; for a God devoid of 4;/fributive juſiu Mi 
could, and would fave all finners in the calvinia i 
way, that is, with a ſalvation perfectly finiſhed 
without any of their works. But then, he woull 
neither judge them, nor beſtow eternal falvatin 
upon them L way of reward for their works, as ths 
ſcripture fays he will. 

Oh! how much more reaſonable and ſeriptun 
is it, to allow the doQrine of free-grace, and free. 
will, eſtabliſhed in the Scripture-/cales ; and to mait- 
tain the reprobation of juſtice—an unavoidable repro 
bation this, which is perpetually aſſerted in the On 
pel, and will leave the wicked intirely inexcuſable, 
and God perfectly righteous : —How much better i 
it, I fay, to hold /ach a reprobation, than to acmit 
calvinian reprobation, which renders the wicked 
excuſable and pitiable, as being condemned for do- 
ing what omnipotence neceſſitated them to do ; —1 
- Teprobation this, which ſtigmatizes Chriſt as 2 
ſhuffler, for offering to all a ſalvation from which 
molt are ab/olutely debarred ; — a cruel reprobation, 
which repreſents the Father of mercies as an unjul 
Sovereign, who takes ſuch meaſures as will unavvit 
ably load myriads of unborn men with accumulated 
condemnation, out of ro- auratb to their un formel 
fouls, Sho 
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Should Mr. Toplady ſay, That, according to 
the goſpel which we preach, the wicked all 
* certainly be damned ; and therefore the difference 
between us is but trifling after all; ſeeing the 
—_ - Calviniſts aſſert, that ſome men [namely, thoſe 
(cho are erernally reprobated by divine Sovereignty} 
call certainly and unavoidably be damn'd ; and the 
anti- calviniſts ſay, that ſome men [namely thoſe 
who are finally reprobated by divine juſtice] ſhall 
© be certainly tho* unavoidably damn'd :* — I reply, 
that, frivolous as the difference between theſe two 
doctrines may appear to thoſe, who judge according 
to the appearance of words, it is as capital as the 
difference between awoidable ruin and unavoidable 
deſtruction ; between juſtice and. injuſtice between 
initial election and finiſhed reprobation; — between 
ſaying that Gop ig the FIRST cauſe of the damna- 
tion of the wicked, and aſſerting that THEY are the 
FIRST cauſe of their own damnation, In a word, 
it is as great, as the difference between the north 
and the /outh—between a goſpel made up of anti- 
nomian free-grace and barbarian rREE-wrath, and 
a goſpel made up of /criptural free-grace, and im- 
partial, retributive ju/tice. 

Upon the whole, from the preceding anſwers it is 
evident, if I am not miſtaken, that, though the 
grand, calvinian objection taken from God's fore- 
knowledge, may, at firſt fight, puzzle the ſimple; 
yet 1t can bear neither the light of ſcripture, nor 
that of reaſon; and it recoils upon Calviniſm 
with all the force, with which it is ſuppoſed to at- 
tack the ſaving grace, which has appeared to all men. 
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An anfaver to the charges of robbing the Trinity, au 
encouraging Deiſm, which charges Mr. T. bring 
egainft the doctrine of the anti-cakviniſts. | 


R. T. thinks his cauſe ſo good, that he ſup-Wi 
1 poſes himſelf able, not only to ſtand on tix if 
defenſive ; but alſo to attack the goſpel which ve 
preach. From his Babel therefore, | has ſtrong tow 
- Confufion] he makes a bold ſally, and charges u 
thus: 
Ac. LXIII. [p.gr.] “ Arminiani/m robs the Fa. 
1 ther of his ſovereignty.” —'This is a miſtake ; A. 
minianiſm dares not attribute to him the grim {> 
vereignty of a Nero; but if it does not humbly a4 
low him al the ſovereignty, which ſcripture and 
reaſon aſcribe to him, ſo far it is wrong, and ſo fir 
we oppoſe Pelagian Arminianiſm as well as Man 


chean Calvini/m.—It “ robs the Father of his br ? 
« cReEsS:”-—This is a miſtake : it reverences al 
his righteous, ſcriptural decrees ; tho? it ſhudders at the 
thought of impating to him unſeriptural, calviniat , 
decrees, more wicked and abſurd than the decrees d . 
Nebuchadnezzar and Darius. —It © robs the Fallu 6 
« of his pro videncct —An other miſtake ! Our doe 

trine only refuſes to make God the author of fi, 

and to lead men to the pagan error of Fataliſn, d n 
to the manichean error of a two-principled god, 

who ab/clutely works all things in all men, vi 
a ſhowman works all things in his puppets ; fag fa 
xecc/ſary virtue on the good, and necgſary wickedrel BW in 
on the wicked, to the ſubverſion of all the divine m 


perfecticns, and to the entire overthrow of the if 
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cond goſpel- axiom, of Chriſt's tribunal, and of the 
wiſdom and juſtice, which the ſcriptures aſcribe to 
God, as judge JF the whole earth. 

ARG. LXI « [ibid] “I [Arminianiſm] robs 
ce the SON of his efficacy as a Saviour.”— Another 
miſtake! It only dares not pour upon him the ſhame 
of being the ab/olute reprobator of myriads of un- 
born creatures, whoſe nature he aſſumed with a 
gracious deſign to be abſolutely their emporary Sa- 
viour; promiſing to prove their eternal Saviour upon 
goſpel-terms : and, accordingly, he /aves all man- 
kind with a temporary ſalvation ; and thoſe who obey 
him, with an eternal ſalvation. The Errieacx of 
his blood is then complete, ſo far as he agfe/ately 
deſigned it ſhould be. 

ARG. LXV. [Ibid.] It [Arminianiſm] robs the 
* SPIRIT of his EFFICACY as a ſandifier.” B 
no means: for it maintains, that the Spirit, whic 
is the grace and light.of Chriſt, er/ightens every man 
that comes into the world, and leads the worſt of men 
to ſome temporary good, or at leaſt reſtrains them 
from the commiſſion of a thouſand crimes. So far 
the Spirit's grace is efficacious in all: and, if it is 
not completely and eternally efficacious in thoſe who 
harden their hearts, and by their wilful Hardreſi trea- 
fare up unto themſelves wrath againſt the day of wrath 
—it is becauſe the day of wrath, for which the 
wicked were “ SECONDARILY made, is to be he 
day of the RIGHTEOUS jutgment of God, <vho will 
render to every man according to his deeds, Rom. ii. 5, 
6. and not the day of the unrighteous judgment of 

Cal- 
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* All angels and men were PRIMARILY made 
to enjoy an accepted time, and a temporary day of 
ſalvation, Thoſe angels and men, who know and 
improve their day of ſalvation, were SECONDARILY 
made for the day of remunzrative love, and = A 

ing- 
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Calvin, who [ doctrinally] renders to every man ac. 
cording to a fini/hed /alvation in Chriſt, productive of 
neceſſary goodneſs ; and according to a finiſhed damna. 


tion in Adam, productive of remedile/s wickednef, 
and all its dreadful conſequences. 

ArG. LXVI. [p. 92z.] Mr. Toplady produces 1 
Jong quotation from Mr. SI, which, being divel. 
ed of the verboſe dreſs in which error generally ap. 

ars, amounts to this plain abridged. argument, 
If the doctrine of calvinian election is falſe, be. 
* cauſe all mankind are not the object of that elec. 

tion, and becauſe all men have an equal right u 

the divine favour, it follows that infidels are right 

when they ſay, that the jewiſh and the chriſtian 

revelations are falſe; for all mankind are not c 

to the favour of having the old and new teſtament: 

and therefore Arminianiim encouraged infide- 
© lity.” 

This argument is good to convince pelagian le. 
vellers, that God is partial in the diſtribution of hi; 
talents, and that he indulges Fews and Chriflian 
with an holy, peculiar election and calling, of which 
thoſe who never heard of the bible, are utrerly de. 
prived. I have, myſelf, made this remark in the 
Eſfay on the gratuitous election, and. partial repro- 
bation which St. Paul frequently preaches : but the 
argument does not affect our anti-calvinian goſpel, 
For, (1) Ve do not ſay, that calvinian election 15 
falſe, becauſe it ſuppoſes that God is PECULIAaRLY 6 

gracious to ſome men; [for this we ſtrongly aſſert, X 
as well as the Calviniſts: ] but becauſe it ſuppoſes f 
that 
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kingdom prepared for them from the beginning of Wil © 
the world, But thoſe angels and men, who do not 
know and improve their day of ſalvation, were $t- 
CONDARILY made for the day of retributive wrath, 
and fer the fire prepared fer the devil, his angels, aul 


his ſervants, who are faithful to him unto death, 
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that God is 80 PECULIARLY gracious to ſome men, 
as to be aBSOLUTELY mercileſs and unjuft to all the 
reſt of mankind. | : 

(2) That very revelation, which Mr. S/ thinks 
we betray to the Deiſts, informs us, that, though 
all men are not indulged with the peculiar bleſſings 
of Judaiſm. and Chriſtianity, yet they are all cho/en 
and called to be righteous, at leaſt according to the 
covenants made with fallen Adam, and ſpared Noah. 
Hence St. Peter ſays, that, In every nation he that 
feareth God, and worketh righteouſneſs [according to 
his light, though it ſhould be only the lese degree 
of that light, which enlightens every man that 
cometh into the world] i accepted of him : and St. 
Paul ſpeaks of ſome gentiles, wvho, though they have 
not the law of Moſes or the Law of Chriſt, do by 
nature [ in its ſtate of initial reftoration through the 
ſeed of life given to fallen Adam in the promiſe] 
the things contained in the law, are a law unto theme 
ſelves ; ſhewing the work of the lawy written in their 
hearts, Therefore, thou gh there 1s a gratuitous elec- 
tion, which draws after it a gratuitous reprobation 
from the bleſſings peculiar to Fudaifm and Chriſtiani - 
ty; there is no calvixian election, which draws after 
it a gratuitous reprobation from all ſaving grace, and 
neceſarily involves the greateſt part of mankind in 
#navoidable damnation. Hence, if I miſtake not, 
it appears, that when Mr. 8% charges us with 
having contributed to the 5 fella of the 
* preſent time, by furniſhing the adverſaries of di- 
vine revelation with arguments againſt Chriſ- 
« tianity,” he [as well as Mr. Toplady] gratui- 
touſly imputes to our doctrine, what really belongs 
to Calviniſm, For there is a perfect agreement be- 
tween the abſolute neceſſity of events, which is aſ- 
ſerted by calvinian beund-willers ; and that which 
is maintained by deiftical Fatalifts : and it is well 
known that the horrors of the abſolute reproba- 

tion 
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tion which the Calviniſts fancy they ſee in Rom. h. 
have tempted many moraliſts who read that chay. 
ter with the reprobating gloſſes of Calvin ani 
his followers, to bid adieu to revelation ; it being Wi 
impoſlible that a ſcheme of doctrine which repre. 
ſents God as the ab/o/ute Reprobator of myriads of 
unborn infants ſhould have the Parent of Good, ani 
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SECTION X. 


n anſwer to the arguments by which Mr. Toplady 
attempts to retort the charge of ANTINOMIANISM, 
and to ſhew that Calviniſm is more conducive to Ho- 
LINESS than the ofpoſite doctrine. 


: R. Hill aſſerts that Mr. T. retorts all our ob- 
£ | jections upon us in a moſt maſterly manner. 
et eus ſee how he retorts the objection, which we 
wake to ab/olute predeſtination—a doctrine this, by 
Which ncce/ary holine/s is impoſed upon the eled, 
ad neceary wickedneſs, upon the reprobates : how 
he fixing unavoidable holineſs upon a minority, 
Sand unavoidable wickedneſs upon a majority of man- 
ind, is reconcileable with the glory of divine ho- 
lineſs, Mr. Toplady informs us in the following 
argument. - 

Arc. LXVII. [Page 93, 94.] Calvinian * * elec- 
tion enſures holineſs to à very great part of man- 
„kind: whereas precarious grace, deriving all its 


efficacy 
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* The author of a leiter to ar Arminian Teacher 
la letter this which. I have quoted in a preceding 
note] advances the ſame argument in theſe words, 
CWP: 5- © The doctrine of eternal“ | he means calvi- 
X1aN] election“ [ for we believe the right, godly, 
ETERN&L election maintained in the ſcriptures] “ con- 
* cludes God more merciful than the Arminian 
doctrine of ſuppoſed, univerſal redemption, be- 
* cauſe that doctrine which abſolutely aſcertains the 


* rege- 
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more conducive to human ſanctity than thoſe ef 


ſanctity to none of the elect: for a ſanctity, which is 


& ſcheme, which cannot aſcertain the eternal falva- 


ſible to kill two birds with one ftone, I hope 
that my anſwer to Mr, Toplady will ſatisfy Mr. 
M'Gowan, 


( 13 ) 
Ec efficacy from the caprice of free-will, could na 
<* enſure holineſs to any one individual of the whole 
1 ſpecies.” —Had Mr. T. ſtated the caſe proper]y, 
he would have faid, calvinian election, which 
© enſures neceſſary holineſs to a minority of man. 
kind; and calvinian reprobation, which enſure 
© neceſſary wickedneſs to a majority of mankind, pro. 
« mete human ſanity mort than the partial elle. 
© tion of grace, which formerly afforded the Jews, 
and now affords the Chriſtians, abundant helps to 
© be peculiarly holy under their diſpenſations of 5 
© culiar grace:=yea, MORE than the impartial elle. 
© tion of juſtice, which, under all the divine diſpen. 
© ſations of divine grace, chuſes the man that is god: 
© ly to rewards of grace and glory ;—and Mort 
© than rhe reprobation of juſtice, which is extended to 
© none but ſuch as bury their talent of grace by 
< wilful unbelicf and voluntary diſobedience. 
If Mr. T. had thus ſtated the caſe, according to 
his real ſentiments and ours, every candid reader 
would have ſeen that our doctrines of grace are far 
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Calvin: (1) Becauſe Calviniſm enſures yuan 


as neceſſary to a creature, as motion is to a moved 
puppet, is not the ſanctity of a free-agent ; and, oſ 
conſequence, it is not HUMan ſanctity: (2) Be. 


cauſe Calviniſm ENSURES remedile/s wickedne/s to all 
| the 


1 
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« regeneration, effectual calling, the ſanctification, 
& &c. as well as the eternal ſalvation of an innu- 
« merable company, &c. Rev. vii. 9. muſt repre- 
« ſent God more merciful than the Arminia 


« tion of one man now living,” &c. As it is pot 


* 

( 14 ) 
he reprobate, and remedilgſi auicledugſt can never be 
© human ſanttity.” | 

With reſpe& to what Mr. T. ſays concerfling our 
goctrines of grace, which do “ not enſure holineſs to 
ay ONE individual of the wwizele ſpecies 3” if by 
« enſured holineſs,” he means a certain ſalvation 
Without any work of ſaith, and labour of love, he 
Ws greatly miſtaken; for our goſpel ab/elutely enſures 
uch a /a/vation [and of conſequence irfant-holineſs] 

to that numerous part of mankind who die 1n their 
infancy. Nay, it abſolutely enſures a ſeed of re- 

deeming, ſanctifying grace to all mankind, ſo long 
as the day of grace or initial ſalvation laſts; for we 

maintain, as well as St. Pau}, that the free-gift is 
one pon ALL MEN Yo juſtijication of life, Rom. v. 
1s: and we aſſert, as well as our Lord, that of /uch 
Woof infants] 7s the kingdom of heaven, and therefore 
ome capacity to enjoy it, which capacity we believe 
o be inſeparably connected with a /eed of holineſs. 
add to this, that our goſpel, as well as Calviniſm, 
WrnsuREs eternal ſalvation to all the adult who are 
aithful unto death according to our doctrine THESE 
beep ſhall never periſh : to thele ele of juſtice, who 
ate their election of grace ſure by obedience, Chriſt 
gives eternal life in the fulleſt ſenſe of the word : 
and none Hall pluck them out of his hand. If Mr. T. 
had placed our goſpel in this true light, his objec- 
tion would have appeared as juſt as the rhodomon- 
* of Goliath, when he was going to diſpatch 

avid. 

Ax. LXVIII. [p. 94. ] Mr. T. tries to make up 
he antinomian gap; and he attempts it by doing 
that, which borders upon giving up Calviniſm. 
No man {ſays he] Kcording to our ſyſtem, has a 
* right to look upon himſelf as elected, till ſancti- 
8 bung grace has converted him to faith and good 
10 wor 8.0 

This flimſy ſalvo has quieted the fears of many 
godly Calviniſts, when the antinomianiſm of their 
| K | ſyſtem 


105) 
ſyſtem ſtared them in the face. To ſhow the abſo. 
dity of this evaſion, I need only aſk, has not c 
man A RIGHT to believe the truth? If I am 4380. 
LUTELY elected to eternal life, while 1 commit 
adultery and murder, while I defile my father i 
wife, and deny my Saviour with oaths and curſes; 
why may not I believe it? Is there one ſcriptur 
which commands me to believe a lie, or forbids me 
to believe the truth? — “ Oh but you have «9 
% RIGHT to believe yourſelf elected, TiLL fand- 
& fying grace has converted you to faith and good 
& Works.“ —'T hen it follows, that, as an adult fin- 
ner. I am not clected to the reward ef the inheri 
tance, or to eternal life in glory, / 1 believe and 
do good works; or it follows that J have no RIM 
to believe the truth. If Mr. T. affirms, that I have 
NO RIGHT to believe the truth, he makes him{elf 
ridiculous before all the world: and if he ſays, that 
Jam not ablcluteiy eleded, till I am conwer!cd tt 
faith and gred xvorks; it follows, that, every time! 
am perverted from fuith and good works, | forte 
my election of juilice. Thus, under the guidante 
of Mr. T. himſelf, 1 eſcape the fatal rock ct ak 
diulan election, and find myſelf in the ſafe harbour 
of old, practical Chriſtianity: Ye &now, at u 
ac heremonger, nor unc ean perſon, nor comelcut man 
HATH ANT INHERITANCE I the kingdom of Chri 
and of God : Let no man deceive you with vain au. 
For if I have 20 right to believe myſelf an heir d 
God, ard a joint heir with Chriſt, while I tun 
whoremor ger; It is evident that avhoredeim deprives 
me of my right ;—much more adultery and mara. 
Hence it appear that Mr. T. c :nnot prop up tht 
calvinian ark, bur by flatly contradicting Pau 
which is a piece cf imprety ; and by aflerting that 
ele wh: r2mongers have »o ri2/t to believe the trill 
while they commit whorcdom, which is a glans 
 abjJurdity. 
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As. LXIX. [p. 95. ] After having made up the 


antinomian gap, by giving up either calvinian elec- 
tibn, or the inconteſtible right which every man has 
to believe the truth, Mr. Toplady tries to retort the 
charge of Antinomianiſm upon our doctrines of 
grace: and he does it by producing one ** Thomſon, 
« who, when he was in a fit of intemperance, if any 
« one reminded him of the wrath of God threatned 
« ogainſt ſuch courſes, would anſwer, I am a child of 
« the devil to day; but I have Free-will : and lo- 
*« morrow bill make myſelf a child of God.” 

To this I anſwer, (1) The man ſpoke like a per- 
ſon “ in a fit of intemperance,”” and there is no rea- 
ſoning with ſuch, any more than with mad men. 
But Dr. Criſp, when he was ſober, and in the pul- 
pit too, could ſay, ** A believer may be aſſured of 
% pardon as ſoon. as he commits any fin, even adul- 
« tery and murder.—Sins are but ſcare-crows and 
« bug-bears to fright ignorant children, but men of 
„ underitanding ſee they are counterfeit things :?? 
and indeed it muſt be fo, if, as Mr. T. tells us, 
Whatever ts, is RIGHT, and neceſſarily flows from 
the predeſtinating will of him who does all things 
well, | | 

(2) This Thom/or [as appears by his ſpeech] was 
a rigid free-willer z one, who diſcarded the firft 
goſpel- axiom, and the doctrine of Free- grace; and 
therefore, his error does not affect our goſpel. 
Nay, we oppoſe sUCH free-auillers, as much as we 
do the K1G1D bound-willers, who diſcard the ſecond 
goſpel- axiom, and the neceſſity of ſincere obedience 
in order to our judicial jultification, and eternal ſal- 
vation. 

(3) If Thom/on had been ſober and reaſonable, 
Mr. Weſley might eaſily have made up the pretend- 
ed, antinomian gap of Arminianitm five different. 
ways ;——(1) By ſhewing him, that, although free- 
will may reje a good motion, yet it cannot raiſe one 
without free-grace; and therefore, to ſay. ** Toe- 
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1 morrow I will make myſelf a child of Gad, is u 
ab/urd in a man, as it would be in a woman, to iy, 
To-morrow I will conceive alone: —it is as im, 
as to ſay, To- morrow I will abſolutely command 
God, and he ſhall obey me.—(2) By ſhewing hin 
his imminent danger, and the horror of his pieſent 
Rate, which he, himſelf, acknowledges when be 
ſays, ** Tam a child of the devil to-day.” — (3) by 
urging the uncertain length of the day of ſalvation, 
Grace gives us no room to depend upon to-morrow; 
its conſtant language being, Now 1s the accepid 
tme.— (4) By preſſing the hardening nature of pre- 
ſumptuous in.—And (5) By diſplaying the terton 
of juft wrath, which frequently lays, T ake the ta- 
leut from him.—Becauje ye refuſed, I will be avenged, 
I give thee up to thy own heort's lufts,—to a repre 
bate mind.—T hou fool ! THIS NIGHT fall thy jul 
be required of thee. 

Theſe are five rational and ſcriptural ways of 
making up the ſuppoſed, antinomian gap of our 
goſpel. But if Mr. Thom/on had been a Calvanit, 
and had ſaid, like Mr. Fulſome, I have had a call, 
© and my election is ſafe: as my good works can 
© add nothing to my finiſhed /alvation, ſo my bal 
© works cen take nothing from it. Satan may 
pound me, if he pleaſe; but Jeſus muſt repler 


me. Let me wander where I will from God, 


* Chriſt muſt fetch me back again. The coveuant 
© 13 wnconditionally ordered in all things and ſure, 
* All things work for good to the ele&.” 4 
« if all things,” [ſays Mr. Hill] “ then their ven 
« fins and corruptions are included in the royal pri. 
* miſe,” — * Whoredom and drunkenneſs may hurt 
© another, but they cannot hurt me. God vill 
* over-rule ſin for my good, and his glory: What: 
© ever is is right: for God worketh all things in al 
men, even wickedneſs in the wicked, and ho- 
much more in his elect, who are his choſen in- 


ſtruments ! —If Mr. Thomſon, I fay, had = N 


e 
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Calviniſt, and had zhus ſtood his ground in the an- 
tinomian gap which Calvin, Dr. Criſp, Mr. Ful- 
fome, Mr. Hill, and Mr. Toplady have made; 
who could reaſenably have beaten him off? Do not. 
all his conclufions flow from the doctrine of abſelute 
election and finiſhed ſalvation, a3 unavoidably as four 

is the reſult of tate and tao? | 
AzG.LXX. [p 97] Mr. T. attempts again to ſtop 
up the antinomian gap, which Faraliſin, and calui- 
nian predeſtination make in practical religion. Call- 
ing to his aſſiſtance Zeno, the founder of the Stoicks* 
or rigid prediſtinarians among the heathens, he ſays, 
« Zero oue day thraſhed his ſervant for pilſering.- 
« The fellow, knowing his maſter was a fataliſt,. 
„thought to bring himſelf off by alledging that he 
« was DESTINED ro fteal, and therefore ought not. 
« to be beat for it.” —* You are deſtined. to ſteal, 
« are you? anſwered the, philoſopher : then you- 
« are no leſs DESTINED 7 be thraſhed for it: and 
„laid on ſome hearty blows extraordinary.” —I do 
not wonder if Mr. Hill, in his fuiſbing ſtrole, calls 
Mr. Toplady's arguments“ moff maſteriy ;”* for this: 
argument of Zeno is yet MORE mafterly than his 
own: „I ſhall not take the leaſt notice of him, any” 
„more than, if I was travelling on the road, I 
$ © would ſtop to laſh,. or ever order my footman to- 
« laſh every impertinent little quadruped in a vil-- 
lage, that ſhould come out and bark at me.“ 
Mr. Toplady,. in the Adwverti/ement placed at the 
head of his pamphlet, repreſents ſome of us as: 
* unworthy of even being pillory'd in a preface, or 
* flogg'd at a pamphlet's tail: We are now arrived 
at the tail of his pamphlet. in the body of which he 
bas thought Mr. Weſley. ſo highly worthy,of his rod, 
as to “ flog” him with the gratuity, abſoluteneſs, 
mercy,. and juſtice, which are peculiar to the repro- 
bation defended through the whole performance. 
If leriouineſs did not become us, when we vindicate 
tbe injured attributes of rhe judge of all the earth, E 
K 3. might. 
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and to be THRASHED for ſtealing ; is it not more 


fortunate a robbery ? Why might not a ſimilar 4. 


\ 


0 | 
| L a IJ 
might be tempted to aſk with a ſmile, has Mr. J. 
ſo worn out his rod in making more <vork for Mr, 
% ey,“ that he is now obliged to borrow Zeno 
fick to finiſh the execution at the pamplet's tail? 
For my part, as I have no idea of riveting ortho. 
doxy upon my readers with a ffich, and of ſolving 
the rational objections of my opponents by ** Lig 
« on ſome hearty blows,” and ſo ** thraſhing” then 
into conviction, or into ſilence, I own that Logic 
Zenonis and Logica Geneven/is being of a piece, ei.her 
of them can eafily beat me out of the field, Ar. 
guments a lapide are laughable : but I fly before ar. 
guments @ baculo, However, in my retreat, | wil 
venture to prevent Mr. T. with the following 
queries. 

If Zeno, in vindicating Fatali/m, could ſay to 1 
thief, that he was abſolutely predeſtinated to „el 


than Mr. Toplady can ſay in vindication of Cal: 
#i/m For, upon his ſcheme, may not a man be 
abſclutely predeſtinated, not only to feral, but ali 
to ESCAPE thraſhing, and to OBTAIN ſalvation by 
ſtealng? Mr. Toplady is Mr. Hill's ſecond ; and 
M. Hill, in his fourth letter, where he ſhews th! 
bappy (Hi cts of ſin] tells the public and me, * One. 
„% fimus robbed Philemon kis maiter; and fling 
* from juſtice was brought under Paul's preaching 
« and converted.” Thus Zeno predettination 
failed, and, with it, Zeno's argument: for roble 
led not Oneſimus to thrafhing, — to conver/ion and 
glory. if we believe Mr. Hill. And if Mr. Fu 
fome 18 an elect, why — 4 he not be guilty of a 


eree ** fecure and gccompliſh the [ſame evangelical] 
* BND h the [ſame Antinomian} MEANS?“ Mr, 
Toplady m.y prevail over us by borrowing Zeno“ 
cane, and the whip of Mr, Hill's 4ahing footman; 
but his pen will acver demonſtrate, (1) That * 
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viniſm does not rationally lead all her admirers to the 
deepeſt mire of /peculative Antinomianiſm : and (2) 
That when they are there, nothing can keep them 
from weltering in the dirt of pra2ical Antinomia- 
niſm, but an happy inconſiſtence between their ac. 
| tions and their ↄeculiar principles. 


JECTION . 


caution againſt the tenet, whatever is, is right: ay 
Autinomian tenet ihis, which Mr. T. calls a firk 
principle of the bible.“ - An anſwer to lit 
ch. llenge abcut finding a middle way betaween the cal. 
vintan doctrine of PROVIDENCE and the atheiſtical 
doctrine of CHANCE, 


HATEVER the true God works 1s un- 
{ doubted!y right, But if the deity a//olutely 
works all things in all men gocd and bad, it evi- 
dently follows, (1) That the two-principled deity 
preached by Manes is the true God: (2) I hat the 
bad principle of this double deity works wwickedn!s 
in the wicked as neceſſarily as the good principle 
works #:gh:coujne/5 in the riphteous. And (3) that, 
the original of wickedneſs being divine, wickednels 
is as right as the deity from whom it flows. Upon 
this horrid, Manichean ſcheme, who can wonder 
at Mr. Toplady ſaying ? 

Ax. LXXI. [p. 961 * Tis a firſt principle 
4 of the Bible, and of found Reaſon, that whatever 
4% 18, 7s RIGHT; or Will anſwer ſome great end, 
& Kc. in its relation to the hole Error is never 
more dangerous than when it looks a little like 
truth. But when it is impoſed upon the fimple, a 
« a firft principle of the Bible and of ſound reaſon,” 
it makes dreadful work. How concluſively will 2 
rigid predeſtinarian reaſon it he ſays, Whatever 
« 1s, is right: and therefore un is right. —Again, 
it is wrong to hinder what is right: fin is r:ght: 
and therefore it ts wrong to hinder ſin.— Once 
more, we ought to do what is right: fin is right f 

& all 
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« and therefore we ought to commit fin. Now, in 
oppoſition to Mr. Toplady's fr/ principle, J aſſert 
as a firſt principle of reaſon, that, though it was 
right in God not a//o/utely to hinder fin, yet fin 7s 
always wrong, —©* Oh, but God permitted it, and 
„vill get himſelf glory by diſplaying his vindictive 
« juſtice in puniſhing it: for the miniftration of 
« condemnation is GLOR10US.” This argument has 
deluded many a pious calviniſt. To overthrew it, 
I necd only obſerve, that rigbtecuſne/s EXCEEDS con- 
demnation in glory. 

In what reipect is fin right? Can it be right in 
reſpe& of God, if it brings him %% glory than _— 
teouſneſs? Can it be right in reſpe& of man, if it 
brings temporal miſery upon all, and eternal miſe- 
Ty upon fome ? Can it be right in reſpect of the 
Adamic laau, the law of Mojes, or the laau of Chriſt ? 
Certainly no: for ſin is equally the tranſgreſſion of 
all theſe laws. Oh, but it is right with reſpect to 
« the evangelical promiſe.” —By no means : for the 
evangelical promiſe, vulgarly called gh goſpel, teſti- 
fies of Chriſt, the deſtroyer of fin, and offers us a 
remedy againſt fin. Now, if fin were right, the 
goſpel which remedies it, and Chriſt who deſtroys 
it, would be wrozg. I conclude then, that, if fin 
is right, neither with reſpect of Cod, nor with re- 
ſpect of man; neither with regard to the Aww, nor 
with regard to the go/þe/; it is right in no ſhape: 
it is WRONG in every point of view. 

But why did God permit it ?” Indeed he never 
properly permitted it, unleſs Mr. Toplady, who 
does not ſeruple to call God the Permiter of evil,” 
can prove, that to forb:d in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner, and under the ſevereſt penalty is the ſame thing 
as to permit. 

Should you aſk, Why did not God ABSoLVUT ELT 
binder fin? I ſtill anſwer, (1) Becauſe his ai 
law, that a world where free-agents and neceſſary 
agents are mixed, is better [all things conſidered] 

than 


| 
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1. 
than a world ſtocked with nothing but necgſn 
agents; i. e. creatures ABSOLUTELY HINDERED 
from ſinning. — (2) Becauſe his difributive jafiic 
could be diſplayed no other way, than by the crea 
tion of accountable free-agents, made with an eye to 
a day of judgment. — (3) Becauſe it would be as al- 
furd to NECESSITATE FREE-AGENTS, as to bi 
FREE-AGEFTS BE, that they might NOT BE Fatt 
AGENTS; — as foolifh as to form accountable cres. 
tures, that they might xor BE acccuntable.— 4 

(4) Becauſe, when God ſaw that the free- agency d 

his creatures would introduce ſin, he determined vs 
over- rule, or remedy it in ſuch a manner as would, 
upon the whole, render this world, with all the 2 
luntary evil, and voluntary good in it, better than: 
world of neceſſary agents, where nothing but nec 
good would have been diſplay ed: — an inferior for 
of good this, which would no more have admitted 
of the exerciſ. of God's p /itical auiſdom, and din 
butive juſtise, than the excellence of precious ſons 
and fine iiowers admits of laws, rewards, and pt 
niſhments. 

Should he reader afk how far we may ſafely go, 
to meet the truth which borders moſt upon Mr. To 
lady's falie principl , whatever is, is right ? | at 
ſwer, (1) We may grant, pay, we ought to aller, 
that God will get himſelf glory every way. Er 
gelical grace and juſt wrath miniſter to his prait, 
though not equally : and therefore God willeth o 
primarily the death of his creatures. Puniſhment 
his ffrorge work; and he deliphts more in the ext 
eiſe of bis remunerative goodneſe, than in the ext 
tion of his wizdr3ive juſtice.— (z) Hence it appeath 
that the wrath of man, and the rage of the deri 
will /urn to God's praije : but it is ouly th his infer 
praiſe For, thouph the bleſſed will ſing loud bat 
Jeluj-hs to divine juſtice, when vengeance (hall c= 
take the ungodly ; aud though the conſcience of it 
ungodly will give God glory, and teſtify that ba 


7 ain 
oly in all his works, and righteous in all his vin- 
lictive ways; yet, this glory will be only the glory 
of the miniſtration of condemnation : — « diſpenſa- 
jon this, which is inferior to the diſpenſation of 
Fighteous mercy, Hence it appears, that thoſe who 
die in their ſins, would have brought more glory to 
od by chuſing riguteouſneſs and life, than they do 
Wy chuſins death in the error of their ways. But 
Gill, this 72/2r/0r praiſe,. ariſing from the condemna- 
hien and puniſhment of UNGODLY free-agents — this 
inferior praile, I ſay, mixed with the SUPER1OR 


| praiſe arifing from the puftification and rewards of 
Wc oDLy ec-agents, will far exceed the praiſe, which 
1 ight have accrued to God from the unavoidable 
- WWobedience, and ab/urd rewards of neceffitated agents, 


of angels and men abſolutely bound to ob2y by a 
eating grace, like that which rigid bound-willers 


N Wpreach : were we even to ſupp ſe, that this forcible 
race had calviniſtically caught al/ rationals in a net 


+ of finiſhed ſalvation, and had drawn them all to 
6 WW caven, as irreſiſtibly as Simon Peter drew the net to 
d f of great fiſhes, an hundred and fifty and three. 

For, before the LawGiVER and JUDGE of all the 


„, the unneceſſitated, voluntary goodneis of cue 
engel, or ce man, is more excellent than the mece/- 
ate ary gocdnels of a world of creatures, as unavoida- 


(er, bly and paſſively virtuous, as a diamond is unavoid- 
vale Wb. y and ; aflively bright. 


al As. LXXH. [p. 96. ] With reſpect to the ſecond 


aß et of r. Toplady's doctrine, that whateier is 
nt l right. becauſe i vill axſiwer ſome great end, c. 
ext BR 7: 77; re/ ation to the hole ;”” it is nothing but lo- 
exet- ical paint put on a falſe principle, to cover its de- 
ein rmity; for error can imitate Jezebel, who laid 
dei rel paint on her withered face, to fill up her hi- 
ann eous wrinxles, and impoſe upon the ſpectators. I 
d hal ay perhaps prove it by an illuitration, I want to 
or F< monirate that cheating, extortion, litigiouſneſs, 
7 „ rraking the peace, robberies, and murders, are all 
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great are the ends, which tippling an/avers in its rela- 


Ly 3 

RIGHT, and I do it by aſſerting, That they an/ay 
nne great ends in their relation to the whole ; for 
they employ the parliament in making laws tg 

revent, end, or puniſh them; they afford buf. 
neſs to all the judges, magiſtrates, lawyers, ſheriff, 
conſtables, jailors, turnkeys, thief-catchers, and 
exccutioners in the kingdom: and when robben 
and murderers are hanged, they reflect praiſe upon 
the government which extirpates them ; they ſtrike 
terror into the wicked ; and their untimely, dread- 
ful end ſets off the happineſs of a virtuous courſe 
of life, and the bliſs which crowns the death of 
the righteous. Beſides, many murderers and. rob- 
bers have been brought to Chriſt for pardon aud 
ſalvation, like the dying thief, who by his robbery 
had the good luck to meet Chriſt on the croſs : { 
that his own gallows, as well as our Lord's crof;, 
proved the tree of life to that happy felon.”—— 
The miſchievous abſurdity of theſe pleas for the ex- 
cellence of wickedneſs, puts me in mind of the ar- 
guments, by which a greedy publican of my pariſh 
once exculpated himſelf, when 1 reproved him for 
encouraging tippling and drunkenneſs. ** The more 
« ale we fell,” ſaid he, © the greater is the king's 
« revenue. If it were not for us, the king could 
ce not live; —nor could he pay the fleet 2 
« —and if we had neither fleet nor army, we ſhould 
« ſoon fall into the hands of the French.” 80 
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tion to the whole Britiſh empire, if we may believe: 
tapſter, who pleads for drunkenneſs as plauſibly, 2 
ſome good, miſtaken men do for all manner of wick- 


edneſs. be 
From the whole, if I am not miſtaken, we may hy 
ſafely conclude, that, though' all God's works ar * 


right, yet fin, the work of fallen angels and fallen 
men, 7s NEVER RIGHT ; and that, though the uni- 
verſe, with all its ſinfulneſs, is better than a fu 


world nece{/itated to be ſinleſs by the — of 
g 2 


: af. 
per- agents; yet, as there is ſo much / in the 
world, through the wrong uſe which free- agents 
make of their powers, Mr. T. advances an un- 
ſcriptural and irrational maxim, when he ſays, that, 
hate ver is, is right ; and he impoſes upon us an 
Antinomian paradox, when he aſſerts that this dan- 
gerous maxim is a firſt principle of the bible and 
« of ſound reaſon.” I repeat it: it was right in 
God to create free-agents, to put them under a prac- 
ticable law, and to determine to puniſh them ac- 
cording to their works, if they wantonly broke 
that law; but it could never be right in free-agents 
to break it, unleſs God had bound them to do it by 
making calvinian decrees neceſſarily productive of fin 
and wickedneſs. And ſuppoſing God had forbid 
free-agents to fin by his /aw, and had neceſſitated 
ſwhich is more than to enjoin] them to fin by calvi- 
nian decrees ; we deſire Mr. T. to ſhew how it could 
have been right in God to forbid fin by law, to ne- 
ceſſitate men to fin by decree, and to ſend them into 
eternal fire for not keeping a law which he had ne- 
ceſſitated them to break. 

The unreaſonableneſs of this doctrine brings to 
my remembrance the boldneſs of Mr. T's challenge 
about the calviniau doctrine of Providence—a doc- 
trine this, which aſſerts that God ab/olutely neceſſi- 
tales ſome men to fin and be damned. See Sect. ii. 

AR. LXXIII. [Page 73.] Upon the plan of 
“Mr. Weſley's conſequence, the wretch was not a 
&* fool, but wiſe, who ſaid in his heart here is ns 
Cod. I defy the Pelagian to ſtrike out a middle 
* way between Providence and Chance,” [i. e. 
between Chance and the calvinian notions of a Pro- 
vidence, which ab/olutely predeſtinates fin, and ae- 
c/itates men and devils to commit it. ]J=-&c. © Why 
did the heathens themſelves juſtly deem Epicurus 
* an ATHersT ? Not becauſe he denied the being 
* of a God (for he aſſerted that ;) but becauſe he 

I « denied 
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© denied the agency of God's univerſal Prov. 
« dence.” 
From this quotation it is evident, (1) That Nr. 
T. indireQly charges us with holding an Epicurean, 
atheiſtical docttine about Providence, becauſe we ab. 
hor the doctrine of a Predeſtination which repreſents 
God as the author of ſin.— And (2) That he 4% 
or challenges us to point out a middle way between 
the atheiftical doctrine of Chance, and the calvinian 
doctrine of Providence. This challenge is too in. 
portant to be diſregarded: an anſwer to it will 
conclude the argumentative part of this tract. 
There are two oppoſite errors with reſpect to Pre. 
vidence. The fir} is that of the Epicurean philoſo- 
phers, who thought that God does not at all concern 
himſelf about our ſins; but leaves us to go on as ue 
pleaſe, and as chance directs. The /econd is that af 
the rigid Predeſtinarians, who imagine that God 
ob/olutety predeſtinates fin and neceſſarily brings it 
about to accompliſh his abſolute decrees of eter- 
nally ſaving ſome men through Chriſt, and of eter- 
nally damning all the reſt of mankind through 
Adam. Of theſe two erroneous ſentiments, the 
Jatter appears to us the worſe ; ſeeing it is better to 
repreſent God as doing acting, than to repreſent 
him as doing wickedneſs. The truth lies between 
theſe two opinions; God's Providence ig peculiar, 
concerned about fin, but it does by no means neceſc- 
rily bring it about. By this reaſonable doctrine we 
anſwer Mr. 'T—'s challenge, and ſtrike out the 
middle way between hr error and that of Epicurs:. 
If you aſk, how far God's Providence is concerned 
about fin? we reply, that it is concerned about it 
four ways. Firſt, in morally hindering the interna 
commiſſion of it before it is committed. Secondly, in 
providentially hindering [at times] the external com- 
miſhon of it, when it has been intentionally com- 
mitted. Thirdly, in marking, bounding, and over- 
ruling it, while it is committed. And, fourt%h, 
2 10 
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in bringing about means of properly pardoning 
or examplarily puniſhing it, after it has been com- 
mitted. Dwell we a moment upon each of theſe 
particulars. i : 3 ; . 
W (1) Before fin is committed, divine Providence is 
W engaged in morally hindering the internal commiſſion 
of it. In order to this God does two things: Firſt, 
he forbids fin by natural, verbal, or written laws. 
And ſecondly, he keeps up our powers of body and 
ſoul ; enduing us with /berty, whereby we may 
abſtain, like moral agents, from the commiſſion of 
ſin; furniſhing us beſides with a variety of motives 
and helps to reſiſt every temptation to fin : — a great 
variety this, which includes all God's threatnings 
and promiſes z—all his exhortations and warnings ; 
Fall the checks of our conſciences, and the ſtrivings 
of the Holy Spirit z—all the counſels of good men, 
and the examplary puniſhments of the wicked ; to- 
gether with the tears and blood of Chriſt, and the 
other peculiar means of grace, which God has ap- 
pointed to keep Chriſtians from ſin, and to ſtrengthen 
them in the peformance of their duty. 

(2) When fin is committed in the intention, God 
frequently prevents the cuzwward commiſſion, or the 
ull completion of it, by peculiar interpoſitions of 
his Providence, Thus he hindered the men of 
Sodom from 1ojuring Lot, by ſtriking them with 
blindneſs : — he * Ann Pharoah from enſlavin 


1 tie Iſraelites, by drowning him in the Red ſea:.— 
* he hindered Balaam from curſing Iſrael, by put- 
he ting a bridle in his mouth : —he hindered Jeroboam 
x from hurting the prophet who came out of Judah, 


* by drying up his royal hand, when he ſtretched it 
- it borch, ſaying, Jay Hold on him : he hindered Herod 
al bom deſtroying the holy child Jeſus, by warning 
in Joſeph to fly into Egypt, &c. &c. The ſcriptures, 
4 and the hiſtory of the world, are full of aceounts of 
_ the ordinary and extraordinary interpoſitions of di- 
ver- ne Providence, reſpecting che detection of intend- 
th, L 2 ed 


| ( 19 ) 
ed miſchief, and the preſervation of perſons and 
ſtates, whom the wicked determined to deſtroy: 
and to go no farther than England, the providentia 
diſcovery of the- gun-powder plot, is as remarkable 
an inſtance as any, that God keeps a watchful ey: 
upon the counſels of men, and confounds their de. 
vices when ever he pleaſes. 

(3) During the commiſſion of fin, God's Proyi. 
dence is engaged in marking it, in ſetting bounds 
to it, or in over-ruling it in a manner quite con- 
trary to the expectation of ſinners. Thus when jo. 
ſeph's brethren contrived getting money by ſelling 
him into Egypt, God contrived the preſervation df 
Jacob's houſchold.— Thus, when Haman contrived 
a gallows to hang Mordecai thereon, the Lord < 
over-ruled this cruel deſign that Haman was hanged 
on that very gallows.—Thus, when Satan wanted to 
deſtroy Job, God ſet bounds to his rage, and bid the 
fierce accuſer ſpare the good man's life. That es- 
vious fiend did his worſt to make the patient faint 
curſe God to his face; but the Lord fo over-ruled 
his malice, that it worked for good to Job. For 
when Job's patience had had it's perfect work, al 
his misfortunes ended in double proſperity, and al 
his tempeſtuous toſſings raiſed him to an higher de- 
gree of perfection: for, The Lord knows how 1 
deliver the godly out of temptation, and 10 reſerve tit 
unjuſt to the day of judgement, 2 Pet. ii. 9.— Thus 
again, to preſerve the ſeed of the righteous, God 
formerly kept 100 prophets, and 7000 true [ſraelite; 
from the cruelty of — and, for the faked 
ſincere Chriſtians, he will one day ſhorten the gredl 
tribulation, or fierce perſecution, which the wicked 
will raiſe againſt them, Mat. xxiv. 22. When the 
ungodly are moſt buſy in ſinning, God's Provident 
is moſt employed in = ag nog, their fin, '0 
putting bounds to their deſperate deſigns, and i 
m * way, for the godly to eſcape out of temfic 


tion, "that they may be able to bear it : for the ro ö 
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the uncodly cometh not [with its full force] into the lot 
of the righteous, left the righteous put forth their hand 
unto iniquity, through ſuch powerful and laſting temp- 
tations, as would make it impoſſible for them to ſtand 
firm in the way of duty. Pf. cxxv. 3. . 

(4) When fin is actually committed, the Provi- 
dence of God [in conjunction with his mercy and 
juſtice] is employed, either in uſing means to bring 
finners to repentance, confeſſion, and pardon, or in 
inflicting upon them ſuch puniſhments as ſeein moſt 
proper to divine wiſdom. To be convinced of it, 
read the hiſtory of man's redemption by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Mark the various ſteps by which Providence brings 
the guilty to conviction, the penitent to pardon, the 
finally impenitent to deſtruction, and all to ſome de- 
gree of puniſhment. By what an _— train of 
providential diſpenſations were Joſeph's brethren, 
for inſtance, brought to remember, lament, and 
ſmart for their cruel behaviour to him! And how did 
God, by various afflitions, bring his rebellious peo- 


int le to conſider their ways, and to humble themſelves 
led fore him in the lands of their captivity ! What 
For amazing work had divine Providence in checking, 
all and puniſhing the ſin of Pharaoh in Egypt; — that 
al of the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs ; — that of David 
de. and his houſe in Jeruſalem—and that of Nebuchad- 
w i nezzar and Belſhazzar in Babylon ! 

e ti Evangelically and providentially opening the way 
hus, for the return of ſinners, and repaying obdurate 
God offenders to their face, make one half of God's 
ite, e work, as he is the gracious and righteous Governor 
ce df of men. We cannot doubt it, if we take notice of 
gren i the innumerable means, by which conver/fions and 


cel tuni/>ments are brought about.—To touch only upon 
te pun;/-ments : ſome extend to the ſea, others to the 
land: ſome ſpread over particular diſtricts, others 
over whole kingdoms :—ſome affect a whole family, 
and others a whole community :—ſome affect the 
foul, and others the body :—ſome fall only upon one 
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limb, or one of the ſenſes ; others upon the whole 
animal frame, and all the ſenſes: —ſome affect our 
well-being, others our being itſelf: — ſome are con- 
fined to this world, and others extend to a future 
ſtate: — ſome are of a temporal, and others of an 
eternal nature. Now, ſince Providence | in ſubſer. 
viency to divine Juſtice] manages all theſe puniſh- 
ments and their innumerable conſequences, how 
miſtaken is Mr. T. when he inſinuates, that our 
doctrine ſuppoſes God to be an idle ſpectator while 
fin is commicted ! 

(5) With reſpect to the gracious tempers of the 
righteous, we believe that they all flow [though 
without calvinian neceſſity] from the 2 gift which 
is come upon all men, and from the light which en- 
lightens every man that cometh into the world. And 
as to their good works, we are ſo far from excluding 
divine grace and Providence, in order to exalt abſo- 
lute free-will, that we aſſert, Not- one good work 
would ever be begun, continued, or ended, if di- 
vine grace within us, and divine providence without 
us, did not animate our fouls, ſupport our bodies, 
help our infirmities, and [to uſe the language of our 
church] “ prevent, accompany, and follow us" thro' 
the whole. And yet, in a// moral, and in many na- 
tural actions, we are as free from the laws of calvi- 
nian neceſlity, as from thoſe of the Great Mogul, 

(6) With regard to the families and kingdoms of 
this world, we aſſert, that God's Providence either 
baffles, controls, or ſets hounds to, the bad deſigns 
of the wicked; whilſt it has the principal hand in 
ſucceeding the good deſigns of the righteous, 20 
often as they have any ſucceſs: for, except the Lird 
keep the city, as well as the watchman, the watchman 
ewaketh but in vain.— And with reſpe& to the courle 
of nature, we believe that it is dad by his uner- 
ring counſel. In order to maintain order in the uvt- 


verſe, his providential wi/dom made admirable laws 


of 
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of attraction, repulſion, generation, fermentation, 
vegetation, and diſſolution, And his providen- 
tial power and watchfulne/s are [though without ei- 
ther labour or anxiety] continually engaged in con- 
duſting all things according to thoſe laws; ex- 
cept when [on proper occaſions] he ſuſpends the 
influence of his own natural decrees; and then 
fire may ceaſe to burn —iron to ſink in water; — 
and hungry lions, to devour their helpleſs prey. 
Nay, at the beck of omnipotence, a widow's cruſe 
of oil, and barrel of meal, ſhall be filled without 
the help of the olive-tree, and the formality of a 
growing harveſt ;—a dry rod ſhall ſuddenly bloſſom, 
and a green fig-tree ſhall inſtantly be dried up ;— 
garments in daily uſe ſhall not wear out in forty 
years ;—a * prophet ſhall live forty days without 
food ;—the liquid waves ſtall afford a ſolid walk to 
a believing apoſtle ;—a fiſh ſhall bring back the 
piece of money which it had ſwallowed—and water 
ſhall be turned into wine without the gradual proceſs 
of vegetation. 

If Mr. T does us the juſtice to weigh theſe ſix 
obſervations upon the prodigious work, which God's 
Previdence carries on in the moral, ſpiritual, and 
natural world, according to our doctrine; we ho 
he will no more intimate, that we atheiftically deny, 
or heretically defame that divine attribute. 

To conclude: we exactly ſteer our courſe between 
rigid free-willers, who ſuppoſe they are independant 
on God's Providence; and rigid hound-willers, who 
fancy they do nothing, but what Fate or God's pro- 
vdence abſolutely binds them to do. We equally 
ceteſt the error of Epicurus, and that of Mr. Top- . 
lady. The former taught, that God took no notice 
ef fin ; the latter ſays, that God by efficacious per- 
miſhons, and irre/itible decrees, abſolutely neceſſitates 
men to commit it. But we maintain, that although 
bod never abſolutely aeceſttated his creatures to fin ; 


yet 


— 
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et his Providence is remarkably employed about fin 
in all the above-deſcribed ways. And if Mr. Top. 
lady will call us mers of divine Providence, and 
Atheiſts, becauſe we dare not repreſent God, direQ. 
ly or indirectly, as the author of fin ; we rejoice in 
ſo honourable a reproach, and humbly truſt that 
this, as well as all manner of ſimilar evil, is raſh! 


ſaid of us for righteouſneſs ſake, 
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SECTION XII. 


Seme-encouragements for thoſe, who, from a principle of 
conſcience, bear their teſtimony againſt the Antinomian 
doctrine of calvinian election, and the barbarous doc- 
trine of calvinian reprobation. 


Humbly hope that I have, in the preceding 


and the honour of God's perfections. My conſci- 
ence bears me witneſs, that I have endeavoured to 
do it with the ſincerity of a candid enquirer after 
truth; and that I have not, &nowingly, leaped over 
one material difficulty, which Mr. T. has thrown in 
the way of the laborious divine, whoſe evangelical 
principles I vindicate. And now, judicious reader, 
if I have done my part, as a detecter of the falla- 
cies, by which the modern doctrines of grace are 
* kept upon their legs ;”* let me prevail upon thee to 
do thy part as a — e, and to ſay if the right leg of 
Calviniſm [i. e. the lawleſs election of an un- 
ſcriptural grace] ſo draws thy admiration, as to make 
thee overlook the deformity of the % leg [i. e. 
the abſurd, unholy, fin-enſuring, hell-procuring, 
mercileſs, and unjuſt reprobation, which Mr. N. 
has attempted to vindicate ]. Shall thy reaſon, thy 
conſcience, thy feelings, thy bible —and [what 1s 
more than this] ſhall a/l rhe perfections of thy God, 
and the weraczty of thy Saviour, be ſacrificed on the 
altar of a reprobation, which none of the prophets, 
apoſtles, and early fathers ever heard of ?—a bar- 
barous reprobation, which heated Auguſtin drew from 
the horrible error of Manichean neceſſity, and 
clothed with ſome ſcripture expreſſions —_— 

rom 


pages, contended for the truth of the goſpel, 
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from the context, and wreſted from their Original 
meaning ? —a phariſaic reprobation, which the 
church of Rome took from him, and which ſome of 
our reformers unhappily brought from that corrupt. 
ed ſociety into the proteſtant churches ?—In a word, 


a reprobation which diſgraces Chriſtianity, when 


that holy religion is conſidered as a ſyſtem of evan. 
gelical doctrine, as much as our moſt enormous 
crimes diſgrace it, when it is conſidered as a ſyſtem 
of pure morality ?—ſhall ſuch a reprobation, I ſay, 
find a place in thy creed !—yea, among thy de&rine; 
of GRACE! God forbid! 

Dii meliora piis ! erroremgue hoſtibus illum ! J hope 
better things of thy candor, good ſenſe, and piety, 
If prejudice, human authority, and voluntary hu- 
mility, ſeduce many good men into a profound re- 
verence for that ſtupendous dogma, be not carried 
away by their 2 or biaſſed by their ſhouts, 
Remember that all Iſrael, and good Aaron at their 
head, danced once around the golden calf :—that 
deluded Solomon was ſeen bowing at the ſhrine of 
Aſptaroth, the abomination of the Sidonians ;=—that 
all our godly forefathers worſhipped a conſecrated 
wafer 400 years ago: that all the world wandered 
after the beaſt :=and that God's choſen people ent 
a whoring with their own inventions, and once /a- 
erificed their ſons and their daughters to devils upon 
the altar of Moloch.—Conſider this, I ſay, and take 
courage: be not afraid to ** be pilloried in a pre- 
face, flogged at a pamphlet's tail,” and treated as 
a knave, a felon, or a blaſphemer through the 
whole of the next Vindication of the“ ed de- 


crees, which are commonly called Calvini/m, This 
may 
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* Mr. T. calls them The Decrees of God, and it 
is an axiom among the Calviniſts, that G de- 
10 crees are God himſelf.”? 
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may be thy lot, if thou dareſt to bear thy plain teſ- 
timony againſt the Antinomian 1dol of the day. 
Nor ſay that thou art not in Italy, or Portugal; 
but in a proteſtant-Jand, a land of liberty—1n Eng- 
land : for thou mighteſt meet with more mercy from 
r-probating prieſts in popiſh Naples than in orthodox 
Geneva. Being ſome years ago in the former of 
thoſe cities, among the fine buildings which I view- 
ed, one peculiarly drew my attention. It was a 
towering monument ſeveral ſtories high, erected by 
the Jeſuits in honour of the Virgin Mary, whoſe 
image ſtood on the top of the elegant ſtructure. But 
what ſurprized me moſt, was an italian inſcription 
engraven upon a ſtone of the monument, to this pur- 
poſe : ** Pope Benedict the XIVth, grants a plenary 
e indulgence to all thoſe, who'ſhall honour this holy 
image; with priviledge to deliver one ſoul out of 
„ purgatory, every time they ſhall pay their reſpects 
« to this immaculate mother.” While I copied this 
inſcription in my pocket-book, and dropped to my 
fellow - traveller an innocent irony about the abſurdity 
of this ih decree; two or three prieſts paſſed by: 
they ſmeir out our hereſy, looked diſpleaſed, but 
did not in ſult us. Mr. Weſley took ſome years ago 


1 a ſimilar liberty with a literary monument erected in 
n myſtie Geneva, to the honour of autre reprobation. 
ce He ſmiled at the ſeverity of calvinian bigotry ; and 
e- not without reaſon: ſince popiſh bigotry kindly ſends 
as a foul OUT OF PURGATORY, if you reverence the 
he black image, which is pompouſly called the immacu- 
le- late Mother of God : whereas calvinian bigotry indi- 
his rely ſends To HELL all thoſe, who Hall not bow 
ay o the doctrinal image, which ſhe calls Divixs 
* SoVEREIO&X TY, upon as good ground, as ſome 


ancient devotees called the appetite of Bal 
a/ and the Dragon Divins VORACIT x. 
de- ne (Mr. Weſley] added to his ſmile the publica- 

uon of an ironical reproof. A gentleman, who 
ries at the altar of abſolute Reprobation, caught 


him 


—— 
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him in the fact, and ſaid ſomething about ** ra 
«© milling the criminal to Virginia or Maryland *, if 
&« mot to Tyburn.” But free-wrath yielded to free. 

ace. Calvinian mercy rejoiced over orthodox judg- 
ment. Mr. Weſley is ſpared. The Vindicator of 
de the doctrines of grace,” after “ aurapping hi; 
* &nuckles' — *©* pillorying him in a preface—and 
«« flogging” him again and again in two pamphlets, 
and in a huge book, with a tenderneſs peculiar to 
the Houſe of Mercy, where popiſh Rebrobation checks 
proteſtant Hereſy ;—the Vindicator of proteſtant Re- 
probation, I ſay, has let the grey-headed heretic go 
with this gentle and civil reprimand : [page 10 :]— 
Had I publicly diſtorted and defamed the decrees 
& of God: | ould it not be? had I fairly held out 
to public view the abſurdity of the imaginary de- 
crees preached by Calvin :]— * had I moreover ad- 
« vanced ſo many miles beyond boldneſs, as to lav 
<« thoſe diſtortions and defamations at the door of 
« another: | ould it not be? had I moreover iron- 
cally aſſerted, that monſtrous conſequences neceſſi- 
rily low from monſtrous premiſes :] “ bold as I am 
« affirmed to be, I could never have looked up at- 
« terwards. I ſhould have thought every m1s- 
© CREANT I met an HONESTER man than myſelf. \ 
But Mr. John ſeems a perfect ſtranger to theſe Bil 7 


« feelings. His Murus aheneus” [his brafſy hard. ſe 
neſs] © has been too long transferred from his con- pi 
« ſcience to his forehead. On the whole, &c. I hal Ml n 
rather let the antient offender paſs unchaſtized, fu 
« than foil my hands in the operation.” As Mr. er. 
Weſley is ſo kindly diſmiſſed by Mr. Toplady, | MI T; 
muſt alſo diſmiſs thee, gentle Reader, and leave vi! 
thee to decide, which is moſt likely to convert thet 

to calvinian reprobation, URBAN ITAS or Locica 7 


Genewenſis; — the Courteſy of our Opponents, or their 
Arguments. | 
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See Mr. Toplady's letter to Mr. Weſley, p. b. 
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In the mean time, if thou deſireſt to know how 
near calvinian election comes to the truth, and what 
1s the reprobation which the ſcripture maintains, I 
promiſe thee An Eſſay on the PARTIAL elefion of 
GRACE, and on the IMPARTIAL election of JUSTICE: 
A ͤ double Efjay this, that will, I truſt, unfold the 
difficulties, in which prejudiced divines, and ſyſtem- 
makers have, for thele fourteen hundred years, in- 
yolved the fundamental doctrine of election. And, 
if that piece does not end the controverſy [which, 
conſidering the prevalence of bigotry, is not to be 
expected in our days] I flatter myſelf that it will, at 
leaſt, check party-ſpirit, reconcile judicious pro- 
teſtants to one another, and give ſome uſeful hints 
to more reſpectable divines, who in happier days, 
will exert themſelves in the total extirpation of the 
errors, which diſgrace modern Chriltianity, 


E N D. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


INCE theſe ſheets have been prepared for the 

preſs, I haye ſeen a new perfugmance of Mr, 
Toplady, in defence of the doctrine which is expo- 
ſed in the preceding pages. As there are, in that 
piece, ſome ew arguments, the plauſibility of which 
may puzzle many readers; and as I think it my duty 
fully to vindicate the truth, and completely to detect 
error, | deſign to anſwer that book alſo, in a little 
Tract, which will be a Supplement to this, and which - 
will probably ſee the light under the following title : 


. 


To the principal arguments, by which the Calviniſts 
and the Fataliſts ſupport the ſpreading doctrine of 
abjolute Neceſſity : 

. IN | 
SOME REMARKS 

On the Rev. Mr. Toplady' “ Scheme of chriſtian 

and philoſophical Neceſſity.” | 


